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The British Army 
Motoring Naemeiatign: 


One of the fringe 
benefits of taking a Short 
Service Commission. 


If you walk into the Army Officer Selection Centre 
and say you want to be an Officer because you like cars, 
they'll probably say ‘thank you very much why don’t you 
start a garage? 

We look for a far wider range of interests, and qualities 
which sound a bit hackneyed when listed: maturity, confi- 
dence, judgement... but which, nevertheless, are very real. 
And were prepared to pay for them. 

As a Second Lieutenant you'll earn £1,825. As a graduate, 
£2,318. And he end of three years you'll have a tax free 
gratuity of £9 


Furthermore, we find that the right sporting activities 
do a lot to develop these qualities. And if you’re interested 
in cars, for instance, you can drive more vehicles than you 
dreamed existed. 

From Ferret scout cars through Land Rovers and 
amphibious vehicles to Chieftain Tanks. In addition, the 
Army enters many international rallies. These include the 
R.A.C. and R.S.A-C. Rallies—the London Sydney Marathon, 
World Cup Rally etc. 

To be part of the team you have to be under 26 and 
able to prove your good enough and fit enough. Which will 
start the moment you write a letter to Major K. S. Robson, 
Dept. LA Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square, London W1X 6AA 
telling him your age and educational qualifications. 


<> Army Officer 
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We welcome the RAC Motor Sport Division's recent directive 
on the future of British motor racing in the light of the cur- 
rent fuel crisis, and hope that the 20 per cent cut all round 
will be all that is necessary to pacify the Government and 
anti-motor sport factions 


The decision came following a meeting of various racing 
parties at the RAC a week last Wednesday, but criticism 
has been levelled at the governing body, that a plan of 
action agreed at the meeting was not carried through. Thi 
apparently applies to the issuing of the statement which 
some members believed would be shown and commented 
upon by the Government before being issued to the press. 


It would seem unlikely that now it has been shown that 
efforts have been made by the governing body to reduce the 
consumption of fuel, the Government (who have been offi- 
cially advised of the action) will take any further steps to 
prohibit the sport 

The position regarding motor racing and other motor sport- 
ing activities with the exception of rallying, is that the RAC 
has informed all clubs that they have to make a 20 per cent 
cut in the consumption of petrol compared with the amount 
used in a comparable event in 1973, and the clubs have to 
show how they will make their cuts to the RAC, by 
February 1. The clubs are free as to how they make their cut. 
In his letter to them, Dean Delamont, director of motor sport 
for the RAC, says “Apart from cancelling events, other ways 
are to cut the length (where appropriate of practice as well 
as the event) or even reduce the number of entries, though it 
is believed that in order to best advocate the cause of motor 
sport there should be a reasonable percentage of cancella- 
tions.” 


It must be remembered however that this is a voluntary 
cut—opening his letter to the clubs Dean Delamont states 
that the “RAC has readily accepted that when the Govern- 
ment is calling for a full voluntary effort in saving petrol, to 
flaunt motor sport before the public would not be helpful 
either to the national effort or own cause”—and not one 
ordered by the Government, so certain clubs which have been 
openly advocating for an overthrow of the RAC, may not 
participate in the reduction scheme. If a club does not assist 
by cutting its event, then the RAC can obviously withdraw 
the permit for it, thus stopping the event completely. 

In this matter, however, we hope that the RAC would re- 
ceive full support from the clubs, for it can only be to the 
benefit of all concerned, and that clubs don’t thoughtlessly 
take matters into their own hands. 


The situation regarding rallies should be much clearer 
following a meeting between the RAC, other rallying parties 
and the Minister for Transport Industries, Mr John Peyton, on 
Thursday, January 24. It will be remembered that the 
Government withdrew its authorisation for rallies at the be- 
ginning of the fuel crisis and that has not yet been 
reinstated, thus leaving the RAC the job of withdrawing 
permits for all rallies, both road and stage events. But it is 
hoped that the meeting with the Minister will at least remove 
the ban on stage rallies. 
‘our cover picture 
The 20 year history of the wrati 250F is recalled this week, starting 
‘on page 31, and Charies Lucas is seen here with Neil Corner's beautiful 


example which is regularly conducted at historic races. 
‘Pote : Peee Buen 
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edited by lan Phillips 


RAC’s 20% cut 


‘The RAC Motor Sport Division 
have imposed a voluntary 20 
per cent reduction in the use of 
petrol in motor sport as compared 
with 1973, in the belief that such 
voluntary’ action will be wel 
received by the Government and 
that as a result, motor sport will 
be allowed to continue unbindered 
In 1974 except for the cuts. The 
announcement came after a 
special RAC race committee meet- 
Ing at which this measure was 
adopted by the members and the 
effect on race meetings will vary 
from the possible cancellation of 
some of the smaller meetings to 
the reduction of races, the number 
of laps or the length of practice 
sessions for the others. 

Dean Delamont, director of 
motor sport, for the RAC, said 
afterwards: Motor sport differs 
from the majority of other sports 
only in that It consumes fuel at 
the point of action, The quantity 
of fuel used Is insignificant in 
the context of overall consump- 
tion and must be related to the 
fact that Great Britain leads the 
world in this particular sport 

“This brings national prestige 
and directly earns over £11 mil- 
Hon of foreign currency from a 
turnover of only £20 million. To 
these direct earnings must be 
added the export earings of 
those companies not connected 
with the motor Industry who use 
motor sport as a basis for thelr 
sales campaigns. 

“These earnings depend upon 
a healthy home base to promote 
development and investment. If 
the talents and assets of motor 
sport are dissipated now, it will 
take years ¢o recover in the face 
of foreign competition. 

* After consulting all interested 
parties, the RAC. is convinced 
that unless people are assured of 
a continuance of the sport, 
Britain's pre-eminent position Is 
gravely at hazard.” 

‘The RAC statement added that 
rallies using the public highway 
were in a special category as 
they already came under direct 
Government control. They will be 
the subject of separate approaches 
to the Government. 

It_ was also appreciated that 
should petrol rationing be intro- 
duced, the situation would have 
to_be reapraised, 

‘The RAC have called a press 
meeting today (Thursday) to dis- 
cuss their action, 

Meanwhile, support for the 
RAC's case in the continuance of 
motor sport comes from the in- 
fluential Central Council of 
Physical Recreation. Its Chairman 
Denis Howell, MP, has issued the 
following statement: 

“The CCPR representing all 
the sports in this country, and in 
this connection particularly the 
spectator sports, is pleased to 
acknowledge that the Govern- 
ment has met part of its repre- 
sentations and has lifted, with 
certain reservations, the ban on 
the use of generators for the 
evening sports events. The CCPR 
believes that the value of sport to 
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the community is of paramount 
importance at times of emergency 
when national morale is a first 
consideration. 

“In addition, sport in its 
widest sense makes a consider- 
able contribution to the economy 
of the country. The ban on motor 
sports is shortsighted in the 
extreme because export earnings 
from motor sport of €12.5 mil- 
lion’ per annum are now in 
jeopardy. It is difficult to under- 
Stand these restrictions since the 
Government has not seen fit to 
Impose petrol rationing. 

“Furthermore, devotees of 
sport are members of the com- 
munity. They pay thelr taxes and 
fare entitled to pursue their lawful 
activities. It would be wrong that 
discrimination should be unfairly 
exercised against them and 
against the sporting bodies which 
Provide their means of relaxation 
and leisure, 

“Therefore in expressing 
appreciation of the partial relaxa 
tions announced by the Govern. 
ment, we would urge 
should receive the 
Sideration—no more no less— 
than other business organisations 
over the whole range of its 
Tegitimate activities 


BMW Concessionaires GB Ltd 
have no involvement whatsoever 
in motor sport in 1974, and Tony 
Lanfranchi is now totally inde- 
pendent. to the Concessionaires' 
Chiswick base. 

However, certain BMW dealers 
are expected to embark on a pro. 
gramme of motor sport, and Lan. 
franchi's name has been linked 
with a car run by dealers, Van 
der Steen, in the British Cham: 
plonship. 

John Markey is also expected 
to appear ina Group 1 BMW and 
for the BARC’s Tricentrol sports 
GT championship, Markey has 
acquired Jeremy Lord's Lola 7212 
which he has rebodied and in. 
stalled a turbocharged  2-litre 
BMW engine. 

‘© The caption for the Chevron be- 
ing displayed on the Evening 
News Showboat incorrectly stated 
that it was an F2/FF B25. It is, 
im fact, the latest B27 which is 
Chevron’s 1974 Formula 2 and 
Atlantic car, and is made for 
either Ford or BMW engines. 

© Patrick Stephens Ltd, the 
publishers of the motor racing 
bible, The FIA Yearbook. 
announced this week that the 
three day week has led to delays 


in the publishing of the new 
760 page edition. However, they 
confirmed that it will be 


published, price £2.95, hopefully 
in February. 


Gethin’s Tasman win 


Bote 


Peter Gethin won the second round of the Tasman series last Saturday 


at Pokekoh 
the dist. lap 


(YDS Chevron), Max 
830) filled the next five places. 


Brazil to have 


Brazilian motorsports officials 
are optimistic that the CSI will 
allocate two World Championship 
dates to their country next year 
The plan is to hold the races a 
Interlagos and at the new track 
near Brasilia (the country's 
administrative capital), separated 
by two weeks, 
CSI has not yet been 
some of the 
Formula 1 constructors have 
already expressed their approvi 
Teddy Mayer of the T-M Me 
Laren team said We see no 
reason why Brazil shouldn't have 
two championship races. As long 
as they can find the money, it 
will present the constructors 
with no problems at all.” Other 
teams (notably Lotus) are far less 
keen on the prospect of extra 
races in the crowded calendar. 
If approval is granted, Brazil 
will be the first country to have 


works VDS Chevron B24. Gethin took the lead on 
Graham McRae suffered engine problems. 
MeCormack (Eifin-Leyland/Repeo), 


John 
David Oxton (Begg), Teddy Pilette 


tewart (Lola 7330) and Warwick Brown (Lola 


two GPs 


two championship races, There 
were moves afoot in 1972 to have 
two FI rounds in the USA (CSI 
approval was given), but the West 
Coast event was soon cancelled. 
Since both Brazilian races would 
be held during the European 
winter, they would not interfere 
In any way with the established 
European GPs. 

Meanwhile, the 
championship Brazilian Fl race 
this year has been confirmed. 
Organiser Luis Borgerth of the 
Rede Globo Television station 
was in Argentina signing up FL 
teams, and although not all of 
them will be going there Is every 
chance that a field of at least 
15 cars will be going, 

The race will be held at the 
new Brasilia ¢rack on February 


second non- 


3rd, Previous difficulties over the 
have 


supply of high-octane fuel 
now been settled 


Wilson turns constructor 


The —long-rumoured Brazilian 
Formula 1 car will finally make 
an appearance in 1975, according 


to reports from Brazil. The man 
behind the project. is Wilson 
Fittipaldi, who has already 


started work in Sao Paulo on the 
first of three monocoque chassis. 
Wilson's brother Emerson is 
not involved in any way, and 
there is no possibility of Emerson 
driving the car until 1976 at the 
earliest. “The first chassis will 
be ready in July,” says Emerson, 
“and it will be tested between 
then and December. The car will 
have its first race in Argentina 
next year, and Wilson will be 
the driver For che first year he 
will be the only driver, although 
there will be a space chassis.” 
The car’s designer is Richard 
Divila, who thas been associated 
with the Fittipaldi brothers as 
mechanic and technical adviser 
ever since he walked into their 
Formula Vee factory in 1967. 
Divila has done some preliminary 
wind-tunnel work at the factory 


Wilson Fittipaldi—constructor. 


where the new all-Brazitian 
Bandeirante aircraft is being 
built in Sao Paulo, and belping 
fim is ex-Rondel’ and ex-JPS 
mechanic Yoshiatsu_ Itoh. Need- 
less to say, the FI Fittipaldi will 
be_Ford-powered, 

‘Sponsors for the project have 
yet to be announced, but it is 
expected that the’ Brazilian 
government will provide support 
inthe same way that kt has 
assisted the three Brazilians who 
raced last year in Formula 1 
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Shock news from Norfolk this 
week was that Denys Dobbie has 


decided to pull out of motor 
racing. 
‘The statement read: “Following 


a series of discussions with an 
American” Racing Consortium 
(presumably the Parnell Jones 
FI setup as we predicted last 
week), the results of which will 
be published at a later stage, the 
directors of DART Ltd have 


decided to. withdraw completely 
from direct racing Involvement.” 

Denys Dobbie, the Scottish 
financier who created DART in 
1970, sald: “With the current 
state of the overall - economic 
conditions it has become com 
pletely impossible for a pure 
Facing enthusiast to invest sums 
of money required to compete 
equally against the tremendous 


finance availabilities from com: 
mercial . sponsorship. 1 would 
rather withdraw from DART and 


concentrate upon other Interests 
than be forced to call the 
team Cornflakes-corncob-Ford- 


Dart Specials. We invested nearly 
£100,000 for 1973 of our money 
with only one trade sponsor sup- 
porting us with free spark plugs, 
and after all the effort by the 
teams lost a major championship 
because of some ridiculous double 
points rule at the last round. 
While I appreciate the overall 
need for commercial sponsorship 
In today’s type of racing It is 
truly shutting out the form of 
racing I have always personally 
enjoyed, so I feel now Is the time 
to finish for good.” 

‘The release went on to say that 
plans had been discussed during 
1973 to consider che building of 
fan FI car for entry in the team’s 
dark blue and white Scottish 
colours but these plans have also 


Pit and Paddock 
DART pull out 


had to be cancelled due to other 


racing activities scheduled at 
GRD's Griston factory later in 
1974 


Denys Dobbie first came into 
racing at the beginning of 1970 
when he announced at the Racing 
Car Show that he weuld field a 
palr of Chevron B19s for Graham 
Birrell and John Miles. This was 
fairly successful and then plans 
were set up for a team of Lolas 
but this fell through before the 
cars appeared. Dobbie then did 
a deal with Rondel to finance 
their production cars. But In 
September of 1972 he had a dis- 
agreement with Rondel _ rnd 
announced his tie-up with GRD. 
At the beginning of last year an 
ambitious three car, F2, F3_and 
sports car team was announced 
bur due to circumstances beyond 
anyone's control it did not really 
come off. F2 driver Dave Walker 
broke a leg and was not Mt to 
drive until the middle of the year 
when it was decided that it was 
too expensive ¢o start in F2 a 
such a late stage without a BMW 
engine which was necessary for 
success, Walker replaced Miles in 
the sports car and had three 
really good races, dominating two 
of them, before a road accident 
put him out of racing for the 
Whole year. The most successful 
division of the team was the F3 
involvement — with Australian 
driver Alan Jones. He led. the 
John Player championship for 
the majority of the season and 
scored a number of good wins, 
but in the double points final 
round at Brands Hatch a rather 
down on power engine 

in a fifth placing which with 
the points on offer meant that 
the winner of the race managed 
to. make up his 30 odd points 
deficit and take the title. 


‘The Bath-based IAS R 


which last’ year ran an 2.0 
Escort-BRM special saloon for 
John Turner have announced a 


very. exciting project for this 
year’s Super "Saloon series. 
Would you believe a S-litre V8 
engined Skoda 110R Coupé? 
‘The engine will be an Alan 
Smith tweaked Chevrolet giving 
470 bhp which will be mounted 
in the rear of the car (the regs 
fate. that the engine must 
remain in the same position) and 
‘will drive the 18 inch rear wheels 
through a Hewland DG300 five 
speed F1/F5000 gearbox. 
Ventilated discs will be fitted 
all round, inboard at the rear, 
and operated by four pot calipers. 
Rear suspension will be by twin 
lever parallel links and top 
radius arm and top link. At the 
front it will have cantilevers 
operating inboard springs and 
dampers with a lower wishbone. 
The total weight of the car is 
expected to be around 14 owt. 
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Kyalami on ? 


According to Alex Blignaut of 
the South African Motor Racing 
Club, local commercial interests 
‘are taking exception to the SA 
Rovernment’s ban on motor rac- 
Ing. Owners of hotels and airlines 
are Icbbying the government co 
lft the ban on racing so that the 
GP can take place es planned 
on March 3nd, and local business- 
men have even got together = 
petition, 

Blignaut himself has already 
pointed out to the government 
that a ban on the GP could 
mean the end of Kyalami as a 
race track, Without the revenue 
from the GP Kyalami might be 
forced to close for racing, in 
which case the only alternative 
would be to sell it as housing 
Iand. 

In the meantime, Blignaut was 
in Buenos Aires last week, talk- 
ing to the teams and trying to 
maintain their interest in going 
to his race in case it is held as 
scheduled. 


Follmer in 
NASCAR 


Following his release from the 
Shadow Fl team George Follmer 
has signed with one of the big 
American entrants, Bud Moore, to 
race a Ford in the NASCAR Win- 
ston Cup Grand National series. 
The Ford will be sponsored by 
RC Cola who sponsored Follmer's 
CanAm Porsche in 1973. Moore's 
programme calls for Follmer to 
compete in at least 20 of the 
29 Grand National races which 
will represent the major commit- 
ment of the 1972, CanAm 
champion's °74_ season 

Follmer and” Moore have 
teamed together successfully In 
the past notably in TransAm and 
F500, always using Ford power. 
The Winston Cup starts this 
weekend at Riverside and then 
goes to Daytona’ in mid-Feb- 


March's striking new FI car, th 
in Argentina. The 


nose has a new 


Welsh drama 


The future of the Welsh circuit 
of Liandow, the only racing venue 
in Wales, is now in the balance. 
Faced with having to erect Armco, 
the SWAC is now in a guandary, 
with dissent splitting the ranks 
The rallying faction, faced with 
no Welsh this year wish to con- 
vert the venue into a rallycross 
venue, This will avoid having to 
buy Armco, effectively killing rac: 
the circuit. Under this 
its" mentors promise to 
honour motor cycle dates provided 
the motor cyclists sweep the 
track. 

An extraordinary general meet- 
Ing of SWAC at 8 pm, January 
25, Centre Hotel, Cardiff, will 
consider the future of Llandow. 
‘Those wishing to show support 
for the survival of racing at Llan- 
dow and are not SWAC members 
should join by sending £2 to G. 
Schoenmann, 6 Archer Road, 
Penarth, Cardiff 


741, made its first public appearance 
rear wing has enormous side plates (above) while 

position ahead of the rear wheels. 
ned a wheel they performed promisingly and be \ 


shape. The radiators are in the 
‘Although the cars had 
lt for the 


<a 
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WE’RE ALL 
BACK IN 
BUSINESS! 


It has now been announced that the 
1974 International Motor Racing 
Season will go ahead as planned—in 
spite of the fuel situation. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO BOOK YOUR SEATS 
FOR OVERSEAS MOTOR RACING IN 1974 


SHOWBOAT 


Yes, we are there—all day. every day. Ready to 
provide you with a copy of our fabulous 1974 56 
page brochure—ready to answer any questions 
you may have—ready, believe it or not, to take a 
booking and your deposit. 


DON'T DELAY WE ARE ALREADY NOTIC- 
ING A MUCH INCREASED DEMAND IN 
THE LAST FEW DAYS. 


44 tour itineraries feature in our brochure from 
only £19. 


Call KATE HAYNES on .(0533) 51211 to make 
your booking. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB. 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure. 
Name 


Address 


Specialist Expedition 
to the Sahara 


WHY NOT BE “EXHAUSTED” BY 


(B>-G. 


Specialists in tuned exhaust manifolding, one-off, prototype, production. 
o"tne same spe ied 46, the world's feuding ‘recing. ear 
‘manulacta ble price, Call oF telephone: 


ike Rendall) 


128 Stanley Park Road, Wallington, Surrey 
Tok: 01-669 1719, 


Ours is an Exheusting Business 


From Formula Ford to Formule One, your requirements can be met by vs 


set mon ad) 
Cd 


W. E. Banks & Sons 
tid. (Dept. K14). Crowland, Peterborough, PEG OJP. Tet 
Crowland 316 


KONI SHOCK ABs 
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G1 tests 


Spies at Silverstone last Thurs 
day reported seeing some jnter 
esting Group 1 cars being tested 
in. preparation for the Castrol 
sponsored British Touring Car 
Championship. 

‘Andy Rouse was 
@ Dolomite Sprint 
Broadspeed. and it seems that 
British Leyland will be support 
ing a couple of Broadspeed Dolo- 
mites in the Championship. Also 
seen, and lapping in very close 
company to. the Dolomite in 
‘dreadful weather conditions, was 
@ Mazda RX3 driven by Barrie 
Williams, running on Bridgestone 


seen testing 
Prepared by 


tyres. This operation Is appar- 
ently being run by | Mathwall 
lunder the eye of Mazda GB Ltd. 


Both models wi 
2500 ce class. 


run in the 1601 


Details of McGovern's VW 
Passat are announced this 
week too, while a similarly 
healthy state is seen in the over 
aclitre Gerry Marshall 
has acquired the G1 Camaro 
built and raced last season by 


Martin Thomas, and he will be 
contesting the championship with 
it. Other Camaro. runners ace 
Richard Lloyd, Stuart Graham, 
former Elan driver John Fletcher 
and — it is rumoured — Shaun 
Jackson. Interest is brewing in 
other ‘camps too, with Gordon 
Spice rumoured to be running 
Chrysler Hemicuda while 
there hasn't’ been much news 
from Chrysler UK recently after 
stories that they were preparing 


@ similar car. Colin Vandervell 
is ‘reported to be running a 
Pontiac Firebird after a. recent 


trip to America, while many Ford 
‘and BMW combinations are com: 
ing to Wight in the 2500 to 4000 
cc. class, 

‘The ‘opening round in the 
British Touring Car Champion 
ship is at Mallory Park on 
March 10th. 


US union 


It_ seems almost definite that 
USAC will ratify an F5000_ joint 
sanction agreement with the SCCA 
at thelr monthly board meeting 
tomorrow (Friday). The agree. 
ment will allow drivers from both 
clubs to appear in at least five 
of America’s F5000 championship 
rounds which will be promoted 
and organised by a combination 
of each club's competition 
boards, This is the culmination 
Of some three months of discus- 
sion between USAC and the 
SCCA. The union should be a 
large stride forward for Ameri- 
can road racing as the two clubs 
have been involved in dispute 
over licensing and driver appear 
‘ances ever since F500 began to 
take a firm hold in America. 

© There are plans afoot 
Organise a Super Saloons 


at Estoril some time this year, 
we were reliably informed this 
week, 
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Bloore to produce Ensigns 


As we indicated a couple 
weeks ago the production of 
Ensign cars has been taken over 
by Peter Bloore Racing. 

Mo Nunn confirmed this before 
he went to Argentina with the 
Ensign Fi car. It is due to the 
pressure of the Fl. project that 
Nunn came to an agreement with 
Peter Bloore Racing who will 
now be responsible for all pro- 
duction and spares including 
Supplies {0 existing customers 
Nunn said of the arrangement 
‘After much deliberation I 
reached this agreement with 
Peter Bloore to produce the cars 
his Wallingford works, 1am 
bnfident of his ability to produce 
the cars to the same high stan- 
dard we have achieved at Team 
Ensign, and to provide the neces- 
sary back-up service the opera 
tlon will need.” 

The 1974 production specifica 
tion will be the same. as the 
works car driven 80 successfully 


by Brian Henton at the end of 
Tast season, Further design and 
development will be a combined 
operation between Team Ensign 
and Peter Bloore Racing. 
Production of the 1974 Ensigns 
has already begun and will be 
na small scale, 15 cars being 
Scheduled for 1974 and Bloore 
feports that a number of orders 
have already been received. 


Ensign Cars was started by 
Mo Nunn at the end of 1969 and 
the first car, raced at the begin 


ning of 1970 when in the hands 
of Bev Bond, was instantly 
Successful, Since then in F3 it 


has scored numerous successes in 
the hands of Mike Walker, Rikki 
von Opel, Colin Vandervell and 
Brian Henton, Nunn became in- 
volved with Fl at the start of 
1973 with von Opel and until 
Dave Baldwin joined the set-up 

1m Lotus in the middle of the 
year Nunn had ¢o let the produc- 


tion side take a back seat. As 
soon as Baldwin modified the 
car slightly, it was once more a 


winner but to ensure the standard 
could be kept up Nunn had to 
hand it over to somebody else. 
Pete Bloore, a New Zealander, 
arrived in England with Graeme 
McRae in the "60s having been 
responsible with McRae for the 
very rapid twin-cam engined 
single seater with which the 
F5000 ace first made his name in 
England. Bloore has since been 
involved in running cars for other 
people. In 1972 he ran Mike 
Beutler and Hiroshi Kazato in 
F2 while he has run Russell Wood 


for two years in F3 plus this year 
Leonal Freidrich and Buzz Buz~ 
agio. In 1974 Bloore hopes to run 


& two car Atlantic 
with  Ensigns. 


and F3 team 
‘Also. Incorporated 
in his new. factory at Station 
Road, Industrial Estate, Walling- 
ford, Berks (tel: Wallingford 3142) 
will be Bloore’s own engine shop. 


Big BMW 


‘The future of works participati 
by BMW in any form of mot 
sport is very much in the bal 
ance at the moment following a 
big drop in car sales. It was an 
nounced from the Munich factory 
Tast week that due to rather low 
sales Aigures in. November. that 
they will be closing the factory 
for the last two weeks of Jan 
ary and then will work a short 
week in February. 

"There has been no official an: 
nouncement of a cutback in the 
facing programme but the 
original 1974 budget of 5.6 mil: 
Hon DM has been cut by 50 per 


cut-back? 


cent (the was 8 
million DM). 

Marketing director Bob Lutz 
said ‘while opening a new build. 
ing last week that there coul 
be a possibility of BMW. Motor 


73, budget 


Sport GmbH being closed dawn 
and. all official competition in 
volvement suspended for a few 
years. Unofficial sources strongly 
Suggest that there will be no 
works cars in G2 (although they 
Will sell cars to. privateers) and 


will supply F2 engines to March 
and Surtees (and are talking to 
GRD), and sports car engines to 
Lola ‘and March, 


McGovern’s 
G1 Passat 


Three times Group 2 British 
Touring Car champion Bill. Me 
wera will be driving a Volks- 


wagen Pas the Castrol 
s Touring Car 
Championship. The 1500 cc Pas: 


sat TS coupe will be contending 
the up to 1600 category and will 
be prepared by George Bevan, 
who, of course, built the Imps 

Govern dominated 


G2. series. 
@ Don't forget that the Evening 
News Showboat is still open 
today (Thursday) and remains 50 
until Sunday evening. 


This historic sight unfortunately 
carella, driver of the Alfa, picture 
for over 10 years was one of th 
‘can ‘be seen in the photograph 


Ferraris, Porsches and Alfas scoring wins at nearly all the classic events. 


ella has quit becar 


will never b 


leading sports car drivers. 
‘countrymen supported him fervently 


juse he feels racing (s too dangerous. 


repeated following an announcement last week. 
d, has announced his retirement. Vacearella hails from Palermo 
‘The Targa Florio was his home circuit and as 


Nino Vac- 
Sielly and 


Through the years he drov 
Despite thes 


works 
fort of scenes at 


ur new wheel shows 
you its star qualities. 


The Melmag wheel has already chalked up a 
highly impressive record of wins in major international 
events in 1973 

Butwenever didbeievein restingon ag 
our laurels 

So, for 1974, we'vegiven the 
winning Melmag even more 
impressive features. 

2¥ The special star-shaped centre 
hub providesincreased wheel 
rigidity inline withthe greatly increased 
cornering loads now being imposed by 
wider tyres and new compounds, The star 
centre aso provides a fail-safe factor in the 
event of high-impact collision situations. 

+ Kerbing under race conditions, as well as 
mishandling in transit and tyre fitting, don't trouble 
the Melmag wheel which has a new rolled-over wheel 
rim fr extra strength. 

2 New style tyre-retaining saiety studs make for 
far superior sealing and strength. 

2 Another safety feature isthe inner hub doubler 
plate which is now incorporated on all wheels as 
standard. This protects the mounting face fro 
damage which could be caused by misalignment 
during fitment or loose whee! nuts. 

You may think that all these new features would 
have added alot of extra weight -but infact Melmag 
wheels are still considerably lighter than conventional 
cast wheels. 

Melmag wheels, with all their rigorously tested 
star features, ae availabe for all types of formula 
racing car 

‘A the largest U.K. producer of magnesium 
alloys we also design and manufacture most types 
cof castings and fabrications in magnesium alloys. 


For more details please contact 
Magnesium Elektron Ltd. 

Norfolk House, St. James's Square, 
London SWIY 4)S, 

Tel: 01-839 8888 Telex 24634 

or telephone our Manchester Works: 
061-794 2511 
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Pit and Paddock 
Motorcraft Mexico changes 


It’s an open secret that the Ford 
Motor Co were a little embar- 
rassed when two of their 
employees carried off most of the 
spoils in one of their own 1973 
Championships. In fact Allan Wil 
kinson and Rod Mansfield, who 
finished first_and second overall 
in the Motorcraft Mexico Chal 
Tenge, were both racing purely 
In their spare time and with no 
help from Ford: Wilkinson was 
Sponsored by Allen's of Romford 
‘and Mansfield by Tricentrol, and 
thelr Monday-to-Friday jobs were 
not involved. 


But at a crowded forum of 
Mexico” drivers” recently _ the 
panel—Peter Ashcroft of Ford, 


Peter Browning of the BRSCC 
and. Nick Brittan—who is 
administering the championship 
this year on behalf of Motorcraft 
proposed that in future Ford 
employees, or at least those 
employees who had finished in 
the first three in the Champlon- 
ship ina. previous year, be 


banned from Mexico racing. 
‘The 


drivers unanimously 
1d this proposal, ex-Mexico 
fer Gerry Marshall voicing the 
general opinion that Ford men 
Mike Wilkinson, Mansfield, Stuart 
McCrudden ‘and the’ now 
emigrated” Derek Smith, have 
done much to foster and develop 
the Mexico circu: 

‘Actually the forum showed an 
impressive willingness by Motor- 
craft to get their 1974 regulations 


and prize money break down 
approved by the drivers (one item 
fon the agenda was that Barrie 
Williams be certified insane }. 
Not only has the 1974 series 
prize money been increased to 
Almost. £3000, but following 
drivers’ own suggestions much 
fof the increase Is for novices and 
private entrants, who will have 
their own purse, 


Apart from’ the usual £100 
spread among the first six 
finishers of each round, £100 for 


the championship lesider after 
each quarter of the series and 
end-of-season money, the first 


three genuine private entrants in 
each round will win £15, £10 and 
£5, and the first three novice— 
drivers. who have never scored 
a. Mexico championship point— 
will share similar money supplied 
by Dunlop, whose tyres are 
mandatory in the series, 


‘There are also new awards for 
the mechanic of the series, with 


valuable prize money, and a 
BRSCC sportsmanship award. 
plus plans. for a subsidised 


package of racing overalls, rally 
Jackets and. mechanics overalls 


for aach driver. And @ good 
programme of races abroad 
ts planned in addition to the 


British rounds. There may even 
be a match race on a circuit plus 
a rally. special stage between 
Mexico racers and Mexico rally 
championship. drivers. 


Berta build 
F5000 


Argentina's top _constructor, 
Oreste Berta, has almost com- 
pleted a monocoque — chassis 


Which he plans to use in North 
‘American F5000 races this year. 
Frustrated with the endless 
paperwork involved in importing 
tven the simplest parts and 
materials into Argentina, Berta 
is having some parts of the car 
made in the USA. In spite of 
recent legislation permitting the 
tyres at low 


of the 
championship, for example, Berta 
works driver Nestor Garcia Veiga 
was obliged to race on badly 
worn tyres, 

Garcia Veiga is now making 
plans to race an F5000 Eagle this 
year in the US championship. 
STC he can't drive my new car, 
then I shall have a Brazilian or 
North American driver in 
said Berta 

Meanwhile, work on the Berta 
V8 engine has come to a halt 
because of the raw macerial diffi 
culties, “It’s such a pity.” Berta 
told Avrosrort, “because now 
{t's running really well and would 
make a famastic engine for a 
Slitre sports prototype.” 


US economy 
measures 


Following a government request 
the SCCA announced at the end 
Of last week measures to comply 
with the 20/25 per cent cut in 
fuel consumption which the 


Federal Energy Office has recom- 


Cameron Argetsinger, 
SCCA's director of professional 
racing, said, set_our 
individual race 
schedules Canam, 


for 
F5000, ‘Trans Am and Supervee 
series In order to cut back total 
track time by 20 to 25 per cent. 


the 


“Our event promoters and 
clrcult owners are co-operating 
fully to attain this reduction 


while at the same time offering 
the type of events which ha 
made motor sports the second 


have already been ratified by the 
CSI and are as follows: 


‘CanAm: June 16, Mosport 
Park; July 7, Road Atlanta; July 
14, Watkins Glen; August 11, 
Mid-Ohio; August’ 25," Elkhart 
Lake; September 15, Edmonton; 
October 27, Riverside, 

F5000: ‘April 28, Riversid 
June 2, Mid-Ohio; June 16, Mos 
port; July 28, ‘Road Amer! 
August_ 18, Watkins Glen; Sej 
ember 2, Ontario, 


BRIEFLY... 


© Following their numerous suc 

8 in F3 this year Martini are 
ining to move into F2 next 
year, The whole programme is 
dependent on sponsorship 


from 
@ large fuel company” which 
would seem to be BP. France 


backing for Jacques Lattite 
Jean-Pierre Paoli. If this deal 
not come off then the 
Magny Cours based outfit will 
just build cars for Formula 
Renault this year. There are no 
plans to make a specific F3 car, 
should somebody want one the 
new Mk 14 F2 chassis will be 
adapted as required. 


nd 


© Tony Walker has been testing @ 
John Nicholson-prepared. Formul 
‘Atlantic. engine in his Ensign, 
‘and is very impressed with the 
results which saw an increase of 
ound 300 to 400 rpm over the 
figures produced before the 
engine was. breathed upon by 
Nicholson. Walker will be using 
it in the Atlantic Championship. 


© Twenty-four-year-old Canadian 
Danny Burritt will shortly be 
arriving in England for a full 
Season of Formula Ford financed 
by the ‘Automobile 
Sports Club. Burritt was a domin- 
ating winner of Canada’s first 
driver to Europe programme 

jas sponsored by Bulova 


© There was some confusion in 
our F3. review last week sur- 
rounding. certain Novamotor 
engines. Those used by Richard 
Robarts, Russell Wood and Lacry 
Perkins’ were all of Novamotor 
‘origin but were developed and 
maintained by the Norfolk based 
Norvie Racing Engines. Hopefully 
the confusion will not arise this 
year as Norvic are building their 
‘own 2-litre units from scratch and 
the mills will bear their name. 

© Brett Lunger Is due to start 
testing the works Eagle F5000 
next week at Riverside. While in 
England recently Lunger  con- 
firmed that the Eagle would be 
run in the first three rounds of 
the Rothmans European Cham- 
pionship. 


© The Autorel Trophy and £100 
given to the racing driver con 
sidered by Autorel, | Graham 
Arnold's Automobile | Marketinj 
consultancy, to have done the 
most for his commercial spon- 
sors on and off the track has 
been awarded to Gerry Marshall, 


© Who is the oldest man actively 
engaged in making racing cars? 
Fred Bedding one of the leading 
men in Brabham’s prototype 
department is 80 on Sunday. Be- 
fore moving to Brabham in 1969 
he spent 22 years at Cooper and 
was responsible for the majority 
of the bodywork on the 500s, 

ind all the Fi, F2s and 


CATCHPOLE 


IVE GOT £25 IN PRIZE MONEY. 
ICANT DECIDE WHAT TOSPEND| 
YTON...COULD SPEND IT ON 
“THE PACING CAR. .ORICQUD, 


GLOW THE LOT ON Booze. |{ DECIDE. NEADS | SPEND 


OR | COULD BUY THE WIFE 


ANICE PRESENT. NLL TOSSA 
COIN TO. 
) 


(TON THECAR. AMS | 
SPEND IT ON BOOzE..0 


C 


ANO IF IT STANDS ON EDoE 
(LL BUY THE WIFE A PRESENT, 


A 
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Correspondence 


The editoris not bound to agree with readers’opinions 


Vibration theory 
for Moss accident 


‘The explanation of the “Great Stirling Moss 
Mystery” is very simple. 

It is a well-known scientific fact that the 
human ‘brain has” a natural frequency of 
vibration, due to its mass and the compliance 
Of its suspension inside the skull, which can 
form a resonance just as any other mechanical 
system. 

In the case of the human brain the reson- 
ance is at seven cycles per second, and once 

farted it can rapidly build up to the point 
at which first unconsciousness, then brain 
damage, or actual death must occur, 


‘They know all about it in certain parts of 
the world where “refined” tortures are 
practised. 


I was at Goodwood on the day of Moss's 
accident, but too far away to see clearly; 
however, you only have to look at the pictures 
Published to see that the ground was very 
rough, probably it had once been ploughed. 

Once his car went off, due to suspension 
trouble, jammed throttle, ‘or any other cause, 
it went into a vibration due to the roughness 
of the ground, which happened to coincide 
with the resonant frequency of the brain. 
Stirling immediately lost all muscular pow 
‘and blacked out, and it is probably that his 
brain suffered some considerable damaged 
well before his car hit the bank. 

You would probably still find the proof 
Goodwood today, as the undulations of the 
surface may still exist. If you measured them 
and calculated the vibration they could cause 
In a car travelling at about 120 mph, you 
‘would be left with no doubt at all as to the 
cause of Stirling's crash. 

Lowoon, SW19. 


M. T. Pacey. 


Revson imposter 


1 would like to support Norman Greenway’ 
remarks in Purely Personal, but point out 
that, not only was the “bit-part actor" 
pushed around the paddock in the winning 
McLaren, he was also courteous enough to 
write “Peter Revson” in eagerly proffered 
autograph books, thereby discrediting my 

ances to several people that the tall, 
blonde, gentleman was neither Mr Revson, 
Mr Hulme nor Mr Scheckter! 
NORTHAMPTON. 


Mraay. 


Take out the 
expensive cars 


John De Stefano has expressed despair at the 
Prospect of next year's Group 1 champlon- 
ships, claiming that they will provide. grids 
full of Escorts, etc. As a production saloon 
driver of one of the slowest and most "road 
going” of cars, the Mini, I would like to 
jake a few observations. 

Surely the whole case for Group 1 was the 
very high cost of exotic racing cars such 

those in Group 2 or Mr De Stefano's very 
costly Carrera. People simply cannot afford 
thousands of pounds a year for a saloon car 
season. My Mini, shared with Simon Watson, 
cost £545 to buy and had little other than 
tyre money spent on it all year. It finished in 
31 out of 32 races entered. That's what I call 
cheap motor racing. That is what Group 1 
‘aims at and, though costly higher up the 


scale, it is a fraction of what was spent in 
Group 2. 


I regret to say I thought De Stefano’s 
Carrera, Meek’s Pantera or, in Group. 2, 
Gardner's Camaro pretty dull’ to watch. Con: 
versely the tyre smoking, sideways BMWs of 
Lanfranchi right through to the likes of Tony 
Stubbs with their Moskviches on two wheels 
were very entertaining and at a fraction of the 
cost. The RAC thought so, the spectators 
thought so and, I'm sure, the entrants who 
have to cough up thought so too. 

The great advantage of Group 1 saloons and 
sports cars is that the public can identify their 
car with the racer just as it used to be in 
the Jim Clark Lotus Cortina/John Rhodes’ 
Mint Cooper days. 


ppreciate that there is very much 


of relatively inexpensive cars for 
the big championships. It gives the poor man 
a. chance. Grand Prix racing confirms that 
far too many people are buying themselves 
success rather than earning it by sheer skill 
and preparation. 


ANSTEY, HERTS. Jo Batty. 


New drivers are 
harmful to F1 


‘The trend of selecting a significant propor- 
tion of Grand Prix team places for reasons 
other than ability is clearly growing. This 
seems to me to be sharply unwise for two 


First, the largest crowds have attended 


GPs in the past because, among other rea- 
sons, they knew that they were going 10 see 
the best drivers in the world. A change in thi 


situation could surely have unhappy long 
term effects. 

Second, the racing teams have made many 
complaints, almost all of which I support, 
about the irresponsible attitudes of other 
people towards safety. A. serious accident 
involving certain “new drivers might lead 


to counter accusations harmful to the deli- 
cately balanced equilibrium of Grand Prix 
racing. 

ReAbING, Benn’ SuenipAN THY. 


Pushing-pulling 


With reference to the letter written by the 
“Non-BMRMC Member" from Coventry, 
would like to remind this anonymous genile- 
man that if the RAC uses a “hefty push” to 
get_money for training marshals from the 
Circuit owners, it will probably mean that a 
“hefty push” upward will have to be given 
to admission costs and, we could wind up 
with smaller crowds. No need to say anymore. 
The fund-raising scheme that is suggested 
is OK, but since the marshals are there to 
Protect the sponsors’ investments, why can 
the sponsors not forget the hospitality cara- 
vans and stickers for one British GP and let 
{the money saved go to the marshals’ training 


Finally, may I say that I do not accept the 
assertion that the BMRMC are the only people 
‘who could properly use oF need the money to 
train marshals. There are other clubs who 
have marshals and I am proud to belong to 
both the BRSCC and BARC registers, on which 
are a lot of marshals who do just as much for 
the sport and who could make as good use of 
finance as any other organisation. 

Lonoon, SEI6. 3. S. Woerer, 


Will World Cup 
mean oblivion ? 


I was very pleased to read in Aurosronr la 
week that Ford have decided not to become 
involved with the UDT World Cup Rally. 
‘The decision has surely come as no great 
surprise. 1 would guess that, basically, Ford 
did’ not have the time or man power 
available to prepare cars after the RAC Rally 
effort. But what sort of an event will this 
‘marathon turn out to be? Surely hardly worth 
spending £80,000 on, as 1 understand would 
have been Ford's budget. 1 think the UDT 
World Cup Rally has lacked appeal right 
from its inception. Apress conference held 
shortly after the finish of the RAC Rally, in 
order to drum-up interest, did just the 
‘opposite and the large gathering of rally 
orientated guests—mostly people profes- 
sionally involved—were dismayed to realise 
thatthe route had been further altered to 
suit the political situation and only one 
competitive section could be offered then and 
there. Public relations, too, seem to have 
been less than perfect as there has been 
precious little mention of this "great event 
fn the press and what thas appeared in the 
Spectalist motoring press has hardly praised 
the proposed event. 

Perhaps though, even before England failed 
to make the World Cup, this marathon wi 
not to work as well as the previous two, 
If the World Cup was to be held in Peking 
or Viadivostok then it would present an 
exciting image but a long and tedious route 
to Munich—little more than an hour by 

e—does little to fire the imagination, 
for the often quoted observation that 
of ‘this type can often help op 


interminable squabbles—what rot! The 
Passage of a few battered rally cars (complete 
with “cow” or errant pedestrian catchers 
on the front and rows of penetrating air 
horns to frighten enything that can move 
and is standing in the way towards tt 
nearest ditch) as they pass through the 
Soviet Union is more Wkely to precipitate 
World War Three. If the cars are not allowed 
very high average speed over these sections 
back to Munich, via Moscow, then there is 
very little point in having a route with such 
a ‘high proportion of uncompetitive mileage. 
I believe that at the last count there was 
only one really testing section planned, a 
mountainous area through Kano and Tunis, A 
rally like the Moroccan, or indeed the Safari, 
can provide that in a four or fve day 4,000 km 
Bowtinc, ScoTLaNo, 


W. SurHeRtano, 


Donation request 


Some of Curly Manning's countless friends in 
motor sport may not have heard of his tragic 
death in a car crash on December 23. 

He was closely associated with fund raising 
on behalf of the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association at his “local " in Chipping Norton 

With the approval of his family it is in- 
tended to raise the necessary £600 for the 

sociation to pay for a dog to be named 
Curly.’ 

Please send your donation to 

Oxford House Guide Dog Fund, 

€/0 Mr Bill Hinchcliffe, 

‘The Oxford House, Chipping Norton, Oxon. 
ave ME sure Cutly would have liked this 
Denitans, Bucks. 


RAYMOND BAXTER. 
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OO eee ee eee eee ae ee 


THINGS are never 


quite what they seem. 
YOU COULD READ THIS IN 1974... 


BRIEFLY... 


@ Economie cuts—Welghbridge 
janufacturer reduces Formula 1 


budget to €3 million for 1976. 
Chairman stated "Times are hard 
m’boy, m'boy.” 

© A member of the House of 
Lords "who is a keen. racin 
enthusiast recently stated that he 
had’ “every confidence” that 


racing would continue this season 
in Europe. Our correspondent was 
one of the first to interview His 
Lordship since he emigrated to 
South America, 


© A prominent Norfolk business. 


man, now believed to. be of 
Mosiem faith, has denied recent 
rumours of marriages to 36 


Arabian monarchs’ daughters, 


© Current news in the city In- 
dicates a merger between Chevron 
Oil and a Bolton manufacturing 
company. “We like the name" 
said-a spokesman, 


ae 


© Swiss customs officials are 
questioning a former Scottish 
‘marksman who has recently been 
seen at the wheel of a solid gold 
Rolls-Royce with the registration 
number FMC 1, relieved in finely 
cut diamonds. 


© A timber merchant hi 
Feparts of pinewood cor 
racing cars for = 1974 racing 

jam. Costain, consultants in this 
jeld, also denied that they had 
been approached for contractural 


© The Rusty Antiquities Club of 
London have released a major 
press statement: "We are most 
Concerned over the current world 

sald a representa- 


© A former Mill Hill man who 
claims to bave been born in 
1856 is to lead a Grand Prix re- 
vival team. 


© Mass was conducted at Dagen- 
ham cathedral by His Holiness 
Pope Turnar accompanied by 
Cardinals Ashcraft and Haart 


BUT WE DOUBT IT! 


© A brilliant Northampton 
engineer has designed a single 
seat space craft capable of 


perpetual orbiting over Germany. 


© Entries for the world talking 
marathon are said to include a 
former motor cycle ace who has 
been in strict traihing for the 


leading property company 
Issued a” statement over 


has 
rumours that one of thelr direc. 


tors has 


emigrated to 


pany represent: 
be back, it’s that chap at Castle 
Donnington who has turned his 
head. 


© A man has been sued for 
patent infringement over his hot 
ir system for racing car appli- 
cation. An international associa- 
tion has claimed a monopoly on 
all hot air. "We are recognised 
fas the world authority " a spokes- 
man stated at thelr Paris head- 
quarters 


© The police are seeking Inform: 
tion of the whereabouts of a man 
‘with a New Zealand accent who 
was reported last Friday to be 
towing a jumbo jet along the 
M4 with a racing transporter. 


© A wellknown Bicester indus- 
trlalist Is contemplating a pllgrim- 


@ A leading actor from Borne 
recently has been signing for thi 
musical jesus Chri 
Superstar.” The producer com- 
mented “He's the only chap I 
hhave met who app 
vinced that he's 


racing car magazi 
resign at yesterday's shareholders 
meeting after suggesting that 


“porn was in for "74." He was 
escorted from the room wearing 
only hobnait boots. 


GROUP RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD. 


GRISTON, NORFOLK, ENGLAND. Tel: WATTON 881-521. TELEX 975331 
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Rally record 


the speed drops 


1 suppose the oddest thing about it was 
leaving England just as the wrapping of 
Christmas presents was reaching Its peak. 
Normally, those pre-Christmas days pass in 
8 whirl of giving and drinking, but there 
Iwas on the day before Christmas Eve stand- 
ing all lonely at Le Bourget Airport waiting 
for @ flight that I was sure did not exist 
Some hours earlier, 1 had flown out of Gat- 
wick on a British Caledonian fight wivch was 
going to give me a couple of hours to 
connect with the Air Afrique flight to Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast. The only problem was that when 
[had confidently moved towards the check-in 
desk I had discovered that the flight listed 
there was just two numbers different in its 
flight code from my ticket. I could see no 
fone to ask and the only thing to do was wait 
behind the massive queue until it was my 
turn, Ic was after an hour that the Fairy 
Godmother came back from her tea break 
In the hitherto unused line next to us, the 
Nights lt up and a flight number appeared. 
Not only did it agree with that written in my 
ticket but underneath It, also in lights, was 
spelt out " Special Rallye'du Bandam: 

‘That was my first inkling that indeed the 
Rallye du Bandama was something special 
though at the time, I was just extremely 
grateful to swap queues and manage to be 
the first bloke checked on the flight. There 


was of course quite a lot of tme still to kill 
In the waiting room the other side of 
customs but first there was a moment of 


humour when the Mic searching me. for 
bombs and guns asked to look in my camera 
case. Flinching at the sight of the machinery, 
he asked if I could just fire off a frame on 
each camera in order to convince him that 
they weren't manufactured in some Belfast 
suburb. I hauled out the Bronica, detached 
the film back and obliged by triggering the 
shutter which made such a’ noise that for 
fan instant, I was alone in the booth. He 
didn't ask 'me to cepeat with the Pentax but 
just mopped his brow and let me go. Jit 
tery sort of occupation if you think about it 

The aeroplane was pretty full and I got 
wedged in a window seat next to a young 
Ivorienne who had the longest legs of any 
bird I have ever seen, The combination of 
French chic and African beauty was most 
disturbing as it moved around trying to ac- 
commodate those stately supports and 1 was 
‘most relieved to find the drinks trolley and a 
large Scotch which calmed me down suff- 
clently to doze most of the journey. 1 was 
pleased to find that Abidjan is not as far away 
as I had expected and the flight only lasted 
six and a half hours so that we were 
deposited in the air-conditioned comfort of 
Abidjan airport at something like five o'clock 
in the morning. Even the short trip across 
the tarmac had convinced me that my sweater 
and sports jacket were too much even for 
the pre-dawn heat and humidity and they 
came off before we reached passport control 
T had a nasty moment then for it occurred 
to me that perhaps I might need a visa and 
I had forgotten to ask anyone before leaving 
England. I had at least got my cholera, small- 
pox, tetanus, typhoid and yellow fever jabs up 
to date and had been living on anti-malaria 
tablets for a week, but this was something 


10 


that had escaped me. The girl in front was 
having problems and she was from Belgium; 
despite ‘the air conditioning, 1 felt hot and 
when it came my turn, I slapped down the 
British passport and firmly stated “Rallye du 
Bandama.” “He smiled despite the South 
African and Portuguese stamps that he had 
caught sight of, stamped it and passed it back. 
‘Another hurdle crossed with the magic words 
On the other side, the rally onganiser, 
Jean-Claude Bertrand, was rushing around 
getting journalists out to the air-conditioned 
bus and on the way to their hotel, while also 
trying to get Citroen mechanics and their 
tools past & suspicious customs officer. After 
shaking a myriad of hands, 1 opted for the 
bus and by six o'clock in the morning was 
already asleep in the hotel bed with the 
alarm programmed to awake me at ten. 
Arising with the bell, I showered and donned 
shorts before descending to the humidity of 
the day. In the hall of the hotel, I found Carlo 
Cavicchi who is a journalist for Autosprint 
in Italy and on this occasion was driving with 
‘Arnaldo Cavallari in the Jolly Club Lancia 
Beta. He was looking for a taxi to go to 


by John Davenport 


A trip to the Ivory coast 


Bertrand’s headquarters s0 I joined him. We 
didn’t know the address but Cavicchri knew 
how to get there s0 We issued instruction Dit 
by bit to the driver’ Sure enough, he mis- 
understood and took a wrong turning and 
was $0 upset when we told him to ura, 
round, that he ditched us on the spot and 
would’ not accept any fare. The next taxi 
broke down within two hundred yards but 
finally we got one that was reliable and pre- 
pared to follow instructions 

Bertrand is President of Ecurle Ivoire and 
that was where we found ourselves. His office 
is on the first floor of his house with a 
large garage and workshop out the back 
Naturally it is air-conditioned and sports rally 
mementos from all over the world as well 
as a few truly African things such as an 
elephant’s foot wastepaper basket, He was 
teying to help the local Datsun boys get thelr 
ship into harbour with the rally cars on it 
and when he had finished, we picked up the 
Information we needed and left 

The day, of course, was Christmas Eve 
though things didn’t look very Christmassy to 
our European eyes and I was beginning to 
wonder how I was going to spend the even: 
ing for nothing was due to happen on the 
rally scene until Boxing Day. When I got back 
to the hotel, the answer was waiting for 


me in the form of a message from Hanoy 
Mikkola and Tony Fall, They came over and 
picked me up and we spent most of the next 
48 hours in each others company. I must 
confess that I wondered occasionally about 
their hospitality but was to find out eventually 
what I was required to do in return! Mean- 
while, I can just summarize Christmas Day 
Bandama-style by saying that we spent mid- 
day with Jabouille and Todt on a nude bath- 
ing beach and then repaired to the old capital, 
Grand Bassam, a little further down the coast 
for a good old French lunch in the open alt 
which finished not long before dark. In. the 
evening, we attended — briefly — a night 
club in an adjoining hotel where we paid £28 
for six drinks, The one thing that you notice 
straightaway about the Ivory Coast is that 
things can be a little more expensive than 
one is used to in other African countries ! 
The next morning was the day of the 
hill-climb to decide the starting order and 
I drove out there in a borrowed Peugeot 304 
with one of the Peugeot mechanics, The pre- 
vious year, it had been very hot and humid 
out in the bush where this takes place and 
this time we had a large box full of ice and 
drinks. The organisers had evidently realised 
that things had been inadequate last year 
and had also laid on cold drinks and built 


Mikkola and Todt about to stop with the broken gearbox. 
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@ grandstand so we were well catered for 
1 didn't stay the whole day to see every run 
but most of the drama happened in the 
morning session. Jean-Francois Piot jumped 
@ bit too hard and did his back in but the 
first we knew of it was when he had parked 
his car and then didn’t get out of it. Lots 
of people rushed across and got him out. 
He ‘was evidently in great pain but he 
wouldn't hear of going away in the ambulance 
that was provided, so he lay in the shade until 
that batch of uns was finished, Hannu 
Mikkola was really upset when his Peugeot 
got some dirt in the injectors and would only 
Fun on three during his test while Tony fall 
Slipped in the sand watching someone else 
have @ go and dislocated his ankle, Hannu was 
still suffering with his broken hand from the 
RAC Rally, Jean Todt had torn his posterior 
on the sand the previous day and Gerard 
Flocan, Tony's co-driver, had something wrong 
with his back, so we renamed the Peugeot 
team—les invalides 
Tt was about this time that I got the news 
about what my part in ths epic was to be. 
At the rate drivers were eliminating them 
selves, I figured that I was about to get a 
drive ‘and at the Moet et Chandon reception 
that evening, even tipsily approached the 
Renault team on that subject. However I was 
appointed by the Peugeot boys to go out and 
reece two stretches of road; one had been 
dropped into the rally at the iast moment and 
the other was s0 sprinkled with roadworks that 
the situation changed from day to day and 
they’ Wanted an up-to-the-minute appraisal. 
Gone was any thought of buzzing round and 
taking a few nice photographs and the follow: 
ing afternoon when the rally was due to 
start at midnight, 1 was issued with Hannu's 
reece car, a Group I Peugeot 504 prepared by 
the local agents, SARI, a co-driver named 
Raymond Haver' and ‘a very secondhand 
Michelin map of the Ivory Coast 
The car was in very good condition and 
had been given a careful going over by the 
ygoot mechanics under Jack Meneé. How- 
ever, the suspension was unchanged from that 
which Mikkola/Todt had done their 
4,000 km route recce and I was surprised 
to find that it was still good and we did 
another 3,000 km mostly over rally roads 
without it getting much worse. The engine was 
@ standard injection lump with nothing sped al 
done to it at all except that it had a sump 
guard. The gearchange was on the floor and 
Was identical In ratio to that used in the rally 
car though I gather that the final drive ratio is 
just a fraction lower on the competition car 
Ours would do a steady 100 mph at 5,000 rpm 
checked against a stopwatch and given time 
fon the straight tarmac roads would actually 
fer a little more, The tyres were Michelin 
Nora fitted to standard steel wheels—like the 
rally car—and didn’t seem affected by all the 
tearing about on tarmac and dirt that we 


did, We had just one puncture due to pcking 
up'a big nail and that was cured by fitting a 
new tube. There was no roll cage inside nor 


any rear seats but the car didn't take in 
much dust even if you ran on dirt roads with 
the windows down. The curious thing was 
that "whereas in another rally car on dirt 
roads you have to have windows tght shut 
and the fan blowing to keep the dust out, 
this car gave much better fresh air delivery 
with the windows open a little and yet the 
consequent decrease in pressure Adn't let 
the dust in to any great extent 

My co-driver was a friend of Jean Todt's 
from Paris who, as far as I had been able 
to tell, was down there at his own expense for 
a holiday and to see the rally. His business is 
Selling ready-to-wear clothes for young ladies 
and he 1s so successful that he only works 
four months a year and spends the rest of 
it rallying or travelling. He was telling me 
about some of the accidents he had been in- 
volved with on the Tour de Corse and other 
rallies, so I began to realise that he was quite 
experienced. This was his first time in Africa 
and my first on the Ivory Coast so we were 
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to have one another 
mind our way out of Abidjan 

on the right road though due to the lack of 
Signposts it was almost 40 km before we 
could be sure. We passed quite a lot of rice 
fields along the coast and I made a joke 
about ¢ looking like China was ging plenty 
Of aid and then we passed a sign which said 
Ici la Chine” and underneath a whole lot 

of stuff about where the plants had come from. 
The most impressive part of the scenery Is 
the large trucks that Bomb up and down the 
main roads carrying the tree trunks that are 
the country’s main export. Please don’t imagine 
that Lam exaggerating the size of these beasts 
but each truck comprises a big tractor unit tow 
Ing a long cylindrical beam with an indepen: 
dant bogey unit on the back. When unladen, 
these do anything up to 90 mph with the 
rear bogey just bouncing around quite freely 
and ‘ts eight wheels pounding the road into 
those lovely washboard shapes. When loaded 
up with three trunks cut fo length but still 
two yards a diameter, the speed drops a bit 
to around 60 mph but the all-up weight Is 
now getting on for 20 tons or more and 
the shunt raté is fantastic. You don’t hear 
much about the blokes in ordinary cars that 
hit them, but the remains of the cars litter the 
roadside and you can imagine that the occu: 
pants needed more than an aspirin to cure 
thelr headaches. We actually asked one of the 
logging foremen—a charming Swiss with only 
fone teg who had lost the other hill-climbing 
his BMW motoreycle combinath they 
lost many drivers in these accidents. His 
reply was negative. He said that as soon as 
the drivers could see the accident coming oF 


glad 


Anxious looks at Jean-Francols Plot's accident. 
M. Levatte of Cibie and Jean Todt look on. 


the outfit got out of line in a skid, they 
had the door open and were gone. He was 
thinking of fittmg time locks to the doors 
of his trucks in the hope of preserving a 
few. The economics of the log-trucking busi 
ness are no less interesting for each log is 
worth over a thousand pounds while the 
tractor units that pull them cost over fifteen 
thousand pounds and are normally reckoned to 
be capable of about 60 runs before being 
scrapped, 

Anyway, to get back to our two innocents, 
we dodged our way out through the traffic 
and got going on the 500 km run up to Daloa 
‘where we planned to spend the night. Our first 
petrol halt gave some trouble as the franc 
counter on the pump was of the type that 
does not zero and Raymond had to fight a 
battle with pen, paper and lots of figures be 
fore we paid the correct amount, One excel- 
lent thing that the French did here which we 
failed to do in many of our African countri 
was to teach French as the universal language; 
the result is that you can communicate with 
everyone, even in the smallest villages, with- 
out having to learn something like Swahili 
Tt was. properly dark when we arrived at 
Daloa and started searching for our hotel. We 
had been recommended to Les Ambassadeurs 
which was modern, air-conditioned and had 
& swimming pool. it had only one problem ; 
it was closed for repairs, So we repaired to La 
Bonne Auberge which was a cosy little place 
run by a Corsican. He was only 4 
to serve us with dinner but, al 
rooms were full. Having booked dinner, we 
feturned to Les Ambassadeurs—acting, as 
the police would say, on information received 


Mme Cotton, of Citroen, ministers to him white 


n 
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—and knocked up the boss who let us sleep 
in two rooms on the same floor as himself. 
What with the good cooking of La Bonne 
Auberge and the long drive, we were soon 
‘asleep, which was just as well as we would 
hhave to be up at six o'clock in the morning 
to start making notes, 

‘Of course we were tackling the route from 
the wrong end so that we had to drive over 
80 km of road, back over to make notes and 
then 80 km back down it to get on our way 
to the next objective. Up to Daloa, we had 
been on asphalt the whole way but now the 
road was dirt and full of logging trucks mov- 
ing along in their little clouds of dust. You 
see very little of the countryside from these 
main roads, or indeed any road, for the whole 
area is forested and the view is of trees, leaves 

1d Nanas, ‘The road is very quick with few 

arp bends but there are a million brows and 
the road rarely goes straight over them. The 
general impression is of a much more twisty 
difficult proposition than the bush roads of 
East Africa, 

Raymond drove back while I took and 
wrote the notes and because of the speed of 
the road, it didn't seem to take too long at 
all, He carried on driving and we headed for 
the next sizeable town, Duékoué. The road 
here was in the course of being widened and 
‘straightened, for this was the main highway to 
Liberia and ‘Guinea. It revealed a fascinating 
selection of felled trees and glimpses into the 
jungle where the bulldozers had gone ripping 
around for material to fill the holes. Where 
there were streams, they were piped in under 
the road and before it was filled in level, 
there remained a series of jumps that were 
quite hairy at just Smph. Anyone coastinj 
down there at night wouldn't have stood a 
chance, Fortunately the rally missed this bit 
‘otherwise there would have been some fantas- 


‘This was the 
part full of roadworks and we spent quite a 
lot of time experimenting to see what parts 
of the new road were completed and where 
the cars would have to run on the old one. 
We met a lot of earthmovers and engineers 
‘and the majority of the latter turned out to be 
Italian, They were most impressed to hear 
that there were Italian drivers and cars in 
the rally and promised to turn out and watch 
‘as well as making sure that no earthmovers 
‘were doing U-turns when the rally arrived. 
One bloke even knew Amilcare Ballestrieri 
‘and had bought # motorbike from him in San 
Remo which he used to race on the Ospedal 

‘ett! circuit. 

We got to Man before lunch and checked 
with the local Peugeot agent who not only 
got our puncture fixed but showed us our 
hotel where he had booked rooms, This w 
a fantastic place called La Cascades and later 
that afternoon we had the chance to go and 
see the waterfalls that gave it its name. We 
even tried the 300 foot long rope bridge that 
spans the river there and I can assure you 
that it is not for those of you who suffer 
from vertigo. Man is very pleasant for it 
marks the end of the jungle and the start 
of the plains and there are a few mountains 
‘around to prove it. The climate is much nicer 
than at the coast and we were sad to have 
to spend the afternoon driving up and down 
in the roadworks and dust making note 

‘The rally was expected to pass sometime 
after ten o'clock in the morning so, having 
copied out the notes four times for the four 
cars, we left back towards Duékoué at about 
92 . The idea was to check that the 
roadworks had not substantially altered and 
then to pick a nice place to take photographs. 
We had heard that the Citroen of Bochnicek 
was leading with Hannu second and Tony 
third so we were quite eager to see at what 
intervals they came through. I should have 
known better with my previous experience 
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of long-distance rallies but anyway, we got 
all set up at about 10.30 and waited. The 
first car came at 11.15 and it was the Datsun 
of Gerard Larousse. 1 had almost fallen 
‘asleep by then but just managed to get a 
shot of it crossing the bridge. It was to be 
another three-quarters of an hour before the 
next car came and that was Neyret’s Citroen 
SM and it only just made it to in front of 
our car before it expired. All four of us dived 
lunder the bonnet with much cracking of heads 
‘and expostulations in French, but it was 
‘Terramorsi who found the loose wire to the 
ignition. They had no starter so we hooked 
It up to the Peugeot and tow-started it. As 
we were doing that, Bochnicek arrived and 
Swept through with a toot on the horn, 
‘Another 20 minutes and Chasseuil’s Datsun 
arrived and also expired in front of us. His 
main battery connection had lost its bolt 
and the electrical connection was being made 
by @ pair of mole grips that occasionally lost 
their hold on the terminal above the starter 
‘and all came to a halt. We helped him replace 
them and then tow-started him as his starter 
didn’t work either. 


« dig that crazy Lion! 


We had no sooner returned from this work 
to our chosen spot, than Hannu arrived. We 
clicked furiously with the cameras and he 
ground to halt in front of us... . I was 
beginning to think that we really did have 
the evil eye in those things. However, he 
just wanted to tell us some good news; his 
gearbox was about to break for he had already 
lost third gear while Tony was stopped some 
1000 km to the north of Odienné looking 
for a suspension unit. They asked us to fol- 
low them into Duékoué in case it broke and 
we could then give them a lift. Jumping Into 
the car, we did just that but on the way we 
came across Chasseull’s accident and while 
Hannu took him on to hospital in the rally 
car, we stayed behind to pick up the pieces 
and gave his co-driver a lift on our non- 
existent rear seat 

In Duékoué, the decision was made to send 
Hannu on in the hope that his gearbox would 
last the 900 km to Daloa round the enor- 
mous southern loop but both Hannu and 
Jean looked a bit doubtful. I was taken on 
one side and had it explained to me that no 
one liked to break down there as it was 
very close to the Guinea border and the lads 
there were partial to a little homo sapiens 
as variety in their diet. Would we follow them 
‘along rally route to give a lift if they did 
come to a halt? Naturally, we said yes but 
never thought what might happen if they got 
through and we broke down. 

As it was, we stuffed an extra spare wheel 
in the back’ and lashed two full petrol cans 
to the bulkhead where the rear seat used to 
be and set off, clutching our very second- 


hand Michelin map and a tatty set of route 
notes that someone had found in thelr kit- 
bag. The road—a mere 300 km of it—was 
very similar to the main roads that we had 
been on before except that it was much 
narrower, the brows were more blind and 
‘where 10,000 streams crossed it, there were 
10,000 bumps and holes of varying severity. 
With no pace notes to tell which was the fast 
bump and which was th stop one, T 
took ft easy after 10 kilometres of kangaroo 
hops and experiments. We had our little 
excitements for It came on to rain in true 
tropical fashion and, though the mud is 
nowhere near as sticky as East African mur- 


ram, we had a few nice slides and plenty of 
rally story 


wheelspin. We even had that 
cliché, the tree that blew down 


the second one just a couple of yards beyond 
It. This had a substantial trunk and we had 
to use our tow rope once again to drag it 
sufficiently clear to get past. I made a point 
of asking Hannu if he had seen the trees 
and he said he had just driven straight at the 
second one and the Peugeot had gone over 
it Says a lot for the car for that second 
one was well over a foot in diameter. 

‘Next ‘moment of excitement was when we 
‘were overhauled by Mitri in the private Dat~ 
sun 1600 and then a few miles tater found 
some ‘very Interesting marks on the entry 
to a pair of bridges . . . and a very sad pair 
trying to extract the car from a. ditch. 
Apparently they had been discussing us and 
forgotten completely to read the notes. What 
could we do but press our tow-rope into use 

in and extract them. That car went on to 
section and won the 
r Datsun, We just try to forget 


the 
and a place called Taboo. T wouldn't recom: 
mend it for your holiday and when we found 
Hannu and Jean there immobile in the Peugeot 
service, they said that it wasn't the place 
to stay and that there was a super place 
called San Hedro a little farther down the 
coast, We loaded up our 

504 with more petrol and two rear 
passengers and set off. We had found some 
foam rubber for them to sit on but it ws 

too comfortable. After another 200 km we g: 
to San Pedro and found that this fantastic 
hotel was full but after. a bit of wheeling 
and dealing, we got the manager to agree 
to sleep us on the floor of the air-conditioned 
restaurant. We had a meal and then all we 
had to do was get rid of the other guests 
which we did by being as rude as we could 
and asking the walters to bring them their 
bills, Te must rate as the most uncomfortable 
night of the year but we were glad to have it. 

‘The following morning we discovered Fall 
and Flocon were in the same hotel. They had 
got there Iater than us and had somehow 
Managed to get a room with two beds, but 
we felt better about the deal when it trans 
pired that Fall had been bitten by bed bus 
To complete our swinging trip, we had the 
windscreen break as we made our way back 
to Abidjan. Fortunately Jean had two 
of goggles in his luggage so Hannu and Ray- 
mond donned them and sat it out in the front. 
‘You won't believe this but it started to rain 
just after the windscreen broke and con 
tinued until we got t0 the next Peugeot agent 
with a spare one. By the time we got back, 
we were covered with butterflies and soaked 
to the skin. 

‘That really is the end of our Bandama story 
except for two very nice memories; one was 
the party on New Year's Eve with Moet et 
Chandon providing the fuel and the lagoon 
of Abidjan providing the setting, and then 
the trip home on board the Air Afrique aero- 
plane with just rallymen on board and six and 
2 half hours of laughs. 
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When Jackie Stewart 
tested the Capri RS 3100, 
conditions were ideal. 


The best time to test-drive a car is when the 
weather is at its worst. 

Orso Jackie Stewart believes. 

He took our new Capri RS 3100 out in some of 
the dirtiest weather the Ford test track has ever 
seen 

It behaved perfectly. 

Admittedly, it had rather a fine driver behind 
the wheel 

But then, our Capri RS 3100 is rather a fine 
motor car. 

‘We've given ita most efficient engine. 

Our well-proven 3000 cc unit, bored out to 
3100 ce with hand-polished, gas-flowed cylinder 
heads. 

Ona steady 50 mph run, it returned a very 
thrifty 32.7 mpg 


The brakes are equally efficient: Hefty 9.75inch 


servo-assisted discs on the front; servo-assisted 
drums on the rear. 


The suspension has been lowered and stiffened. 
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And with the addition of front and rear spoilers, 
the RS 3100 handles better and is more stable than 
any other British Capri 

But why not send the coupon for more infor- 
mation? Or visit your Ford Rallye Sport Dealer? 

If the RS 3100 can perform like that in the wet, 
imagine how it will perform in the dry. 

nif it is you, and not Jackie Stewart, at the 


‘Co, Ltd., Advanced V al 
525 South Ockendon Esex, RMMSIBR 

Pease send the address of my nearest Rallye Sport 
Dealer, with more details the Cape RS 3100 


! 
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| 
f 
f 
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Essex CMIa 38W 
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Denny Hulme's victorious Texaco Marlbor 


ARGENTINE GP 


Reutemann—so near 
yet so far; Hulme wins 


By PETE LYONS Pictures by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 
Race Data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


When Carlos Reutemann took the lead half-way round the third lap the crowd, already 
Sdlirious with bis tremendous. start, sent up a roar like a solid wail of sound. Shouting, 
Cheering, stamping, singing, the tens upon tens of thousands of eestatle Argentinians watched 
their hefo pull. away from all the rest at-more than a second each lap. His brand new 
Brabinam had the face won fair and square. The crowd was rampant with Joy- It was certainly 
the finest ‘hour in the history of the Republic. 

‘At two-thirds distance the scoop on his airbox came adrift but the slight drop in perform- 
fance didn’t matter because of the safe cushion he had already built up over Denny” Hub 

ic with haifa. dozen. laps {0 go a. sudden serious change in the engine noise signalled 
disaster. An ignition wire had come loose. On seven cylinders the Brabham was helpless to 
prevent the Texaco Marlboro MeLaren caiching up and with two laps to go Hulme. passed 
Into the lead. ‘Then on the very last lap Reutemana felt his engine suck up the last of its fuel. 
Hush from the crowd told the news. Lole had stopped on the grass scarcely a mile {rom the 
Chequered flag. As he sat there powerlessly, five more cars drove by, taking away even the 
thin ‘consolation of championship. points. 

fut amidst the Wctory ceremonies President Peron — a life-long supporter of motor sport 
‘and caught up now In the fervor of the moment — avowed that he personally would award 
Reutemann the difference in. prize monies and that furthermore the full weight of his new 
fovernment would be thrown behind his career and the progress of the resurgent Brabham team. 

‘The first round of the new grand. prix 
year was thus of stirring emotion but it was 
Of absorbing Interest. from other viewpoints 
as well, A few months of thoughtful. work 
by several teams had sprouted a healthy new 
crop. of competitive ‘racing. cars. Ferraris 
Started Clay Regazzoni from the front row and 
brought. him’ into third place behind Niki 
Lauda only a matter of seconds behind Hulme. 
Unfortunately on his way Regga participated 
ina first turn shunt which wiped out the 
Uo Shadow team and particularly the new 
model with which Peter Revson had gone 
tremely well in practice. On that same fist lap 
James Hunt surged his March from the third 
Tow ahead of the shunt, overtook. pole man 
Ronnie Peterson for the iead of the race and 
then spun off the road to the back of the feld, 
Jody Scheckter’s debut In the Tyrrell team was 


spoiled by his blameless involvement in the 
first-turn shunt while both Emerson Fittipaldi 
land Jacky Ickx likewise, having first experi- 
fences with new teams, had miserable races 
with assorted troubles. Peterson too had a 
bad day with several different things going 
wrong as did Carlos Pace who was well 
placed early on but Mike Hallwood in the 
Yardley McLaren was into a fine day's work 
going extremely well in company with Hulme 
before a stone holed a radiator. 

‘The Argentine race, therefore, was a good 
‘one from'two points of view. It excited while 
ft was going on and also there is excitement 
afterward because it actually raised more 
‘questions than it answered. Everyone is look- 
ing forward with keen interest to the season. 
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ro leads the JPSs of Jacky Ickx and Ronnie Peterson through the twists of the Buenos Ai 


TREE Es 
“tisha 


net pe. 


ires circult, 


World Championship/ 
round 1 


ENTRY 


Some years ago, the Grand Prix circus 
used to go holidaying off to the Antipodi 


‘sort of trial run at the coming 
‘on in the spring. Ideas could be 
there was still time to discard them. 


in South America had much the 
phere as the memories of that 
With the possible cancellation of the Sou 
African round, there was to be a gap betwa 
these races and the beginning o 

Season in Spain as long as 
the last races of 1973 ‘and now. 
was a kind of cheerful disjointedness about 
the mood in the paddock in Argentina. 
People seemed to see friends they’ 
parted from three months before—and might 
not see again for another three months. The 
weather was summery. The country was 
interesting (it seemed distinctly more settled 
and pleasant than the last time), the 
restaurants were splendid, and while inflation 
had galloped ahead the shopping was still 
rewarding. 

Besides all that, there was a short, sharp, 
keen set of motor’races to do. Almost every: 
body had had time (and had found somehow 
the energy!) to carry out interesting altera- 
tions to their familiar cars, or to go ahead 
‘and build completely new ‘ones. There was 
an opportunity now, with a comfortable few 
months of respite ahead for second thoughts, 
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to try theoretical improvements. There 
seemed in fact to be a remarkable amount 
Of new things to discover and study in the 
garages, and everybody seemed happy and 
p,” although some confessed a certain 
lackness in fitness, both physical and 
mental ! 

‘As reigning Constructors’ Champions, John 
Player Team Lotus occupied the top of the 
entry list. Their pair of JPSs looked very 
‘much the same, the major modifications being 
along lines required by the latest regulations: 
chiefly, the relocation more forward of the 
Fear avrofoll and its supporting oll tank, as 
well as a somewhat token protection of that 
tank with crush-structure, The machine for 
Ronnie Peterson was the same 72-8 that he 
had kept mainly as a spare last year, while 
the "72-5" for Jacky Ickx, supposedly the 
rebuilt Zandvoort wreckage, was in reality 
the 9th car of the series. ‘(The story goes 
that the only reusable piece had been the 
Seat-back part of the tub, but as that had been 
buik for a former, shorter driver, and It 
might now be envisfoned that a taller one 
might occasionally want to drive, that too 
was finally thrown away! But it's still "72-5" 
to anyone who wants ¢o see paperwork. . . .) 

‘The team that had won the World Drive 
Championship were next, entering the new 
Season with very much the game cars to sup- 
port their new driving staff. The Elf Tyrrell 
mechanics like everyone else had moved their 
rear wings forward, these wings following the 

Je/Brabham deep concave profile concept, 
they had also removed the oll radiators 
from thelr pods on the sides to locations at 
the rear. On Jody Scheckter's 006/2, the ex- 
Stewart machine, the rear suspension had 
been fitted with a torsion-bar system much 
like a JPS layout in an effort to improve 
behaviour over bumps; 005 was given to 
Patrick Depailler with conventional coil- 
springing. 

The trio of McLaren M238 were all to the 
same specs, which includes a longer bell- 
housing to extend the wheelbase three 
Inches. Brand new were the pair of Texaco- 
Marlboros for Emerson Fittipaldi and Denny 
Hulme (the quality of the new red-andawhite 
finish drawing admiring comment) while the 

rdleyMac for Mike Hailwood was the 
original chassis No.1 

There were four Brabhams on hand, the 
Ecclestone works team having two shining 
new BT44s plus a spare BT42 for Carlos 
Reutemann and Richard Robarts, while the 
private Hexagon entry for John Watson was 
the exWilson Fittipaldi BT42 neatly 
repainted in chocolate, 

‘The two new March Engineering 7415 were 
an unabashed—and ple RG every 
plates : 


Ganley had ever turned a wheel before first 
practice. The Hesketh entry for James Hunt 
was the familiar 731 

Although at first glance the pair of BS 
Ferraris looked familiar, they had been 
extensively modified in’ many _respects— 
subtly neater bodywork, more forward driver 
placement with some of the fuel brought back 
‘with him, altered suspension geometries—all 
‘of which’ contributed to a totally new image 
for the Itallan team within the first few 
minutes of practice. Clay. Regazzoni and Niki 
Lauda were suddenly three 

Like the Marches, the BRM P160s were 
painted green recalling the days when BRMs 
were the handsomest GP cars of all; the 
Fear wing sprayed gold to point up ‘their 
Motul sponsorship. Mainly similar to last 
year, the cars did have their large oll tanks 
Telocated from the rear to a more protected 
spot on the right side of the engine. Jean- 
Pierre Beltolse was once again the team 
leader, supported by Henri Pescarolo and 
Francois Migault. 

All new was the UOP Shadow DN3 for 
Peter Revson, while Jean-Pierre Jarier had 
an essentially unmodified DN1 from last year 
<the Inst one built, The new car and all 
the other newnesses have generated a remark- 
‘ably new spirit chez AVS, and when Revson 
started going quickly early on—and main- 
tained that pace—rarely seen smiles of 
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pleasure spread to everyone around America’s 
Grand Prix team. 

The all-new  Surtees-Fina TS16s with 
Carlos Pace and Jochen Mass looked neatly 
made, and rewarded study by showing some 
altered thinking about what a modern Grand 
Prix driver needs as a “tool ”—such as the 
radiators moved to the front and the fuel 
moved aft, to give a more constant weight 
distribution. 

The singie Iso-Marlboro driven by Arturo 
Merzario was the original 1973 car exten- 
sively modified with larger radiators, different 
Suspension geometries and dimensions, new 
wing mounted atop the nose, etc- 

Rikki von Opel was using for the first 
time the second Ensign, which Mo Nunn had 
built following closely the lines of the 
original but “tidied up. 

The Lola-built Embassy-Hills were perhaps 
the most striking cars in the field, both for 
thelr dramatic looks and their immaculate 
finish, and Graham Hill and. Guy Edwards 
Set about sorting these all but totally new 
machines in an air of elegance. 


PRACTICE 


‘This year the organizers had selected the 
longer number 15 circuit of the Auto- 
dromo which had never before been used by 
the Grand Prix cars but which offered more 
opportunity to run at high speed. Froth 
what had been the very fast long right- 
handed first turn the circuit bent back left 
making a thrilling fourth gear esses. Following 
10 or 12 seconds’ worth of straight, 
another very long, very fast bend rather like 
Gerrards at Mallory, brought the lap back 
along another straight and to a right-left 
right ‘onto the former circuit. This was 
substantially the ‘opportunity of over- 
taking before the very tight stop and go of 
the Infield section which was unaltered from 
last year. Generally smooth, level and wide, 
having bumps only in a few slower places and 
fone fairly stimulating heave in the first-turn 
ses, the 3.7-mile circuit was thought to be 
and not especially difficult although 


mise in 
very slow sections. The only benchmark 
been Wisell’s Im 58.395 lap in a three-litre 
sports car two years before. People expected 
the Formula Is would get down to the 52s 
fairly easily, which was approaching 120 mpb. 

‘The two days of practice were fortunately 
completely dry and during only the Saturday 
first’ session was it uncomfortably hot. In 


fact the final session was nearly ideal with 
‘a slight overcast late in the afternoon and 
3 cooling breeze. It was somewhat unsettling 
however to hear local man Reutemann going 
around saying it was going to rain on raceday. 
The practice seemed remarkably free of 
major drama. No one crashed, although as 
last year, several people spun or tried out 
escape roads. Only a few teams had to sort 
out mechanical failure and generally the mood 
by the end was of rather. relieved pleasure 
in a couple of days of fairly straightforward 
testing and sorting. The largest single flap was 
in the department of tyres for Firestone 
found most of their equipment and rubber 
held up in shipment and had only a hard 
compound to offer for Friday. Goodyear in 
fact assisted their rivals by mounting up a 
few covers belonging to unfamiliar teams but 
their own people were in something of a 
bother because of a seemingly mysterious 
profusion of subtly different sizes and tyres 
which were hard to match, There were also 
more than a few punctures afflicting different 
“The atmosphere around the JPS cars was a 
bit tense for neither driver was really happ: 
Ickx was settling a completely new machine, 
an unavoidable process which requires simply 
lots of miles and it was to this newness that 
was ascribed his car’s tendency to nasty over: 
Steer at high speed. However Peterson's older 
chassis exhibited much the same awkwardness 
land people from other teams speculated the 
relocation of the heavy mass of the oll tank 
to the outside of the gearbox may have 
caused this. Certainly Team Lotus were at 
pains to cut down the normal amount of 
roll in the corners but they were unable to 
‘an unsettling hopping. 
spite this the cars wer 
fast around the circuit as a whole, certainly 


the car basically. He enthused “It's so diM- 
cult to find the limit. You put that tail out 
‘0 far that you think you must spin but then 
the car begins to grip even better. It's 
fabulous, really. . . ." Just how fabulous was 
shown by Ronnie who in the last_moment 
of the last practice ripped off a scorcher for 


Elf Tyrrell garages, next door, the 
atmosphere was more carefully controlled. 
Just as one would expect, just as certainly 
the team must have expected, they w 

placed no more than good to’ average 
the time sheets began ¢o flow down, It must 
have been a strange sensation to people who 


Clay Regazzoni’s third-placed Ferrari laps Ganley's new March. 
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Reutemann's Brabham had its air scoop come adrift from the top of the airbox 


for so many years have been contending for 
the championship to be back at a starting 
point learning how to climb back up the 
Tadder. Derek Gardner said at one point: “I 
‘won't pretend I'm entirely happy but we did 
know we would be struggling and after al 

lads have been ed with dire 


plently of time." To 
the portions of the circuit well away from the 
pits where Ken couldn't watch him was 
particular delight as he was throwing the 
Tyrrell to a degree that was matched only 
by the two JPS drivers but his lap times 
didn’t reflect his effort. 

It seemed the experimental rear suspension 
with its different spring characteristics and 
different geometry wasn't fully sorted and 
there was a disturbing tendency for the back 
wheels to chatter. Indeed during the race 
Preparation on Saturday night, a failure 

of the half shafts so as a 
more fully understood coil 
suspensicn was put back on for 


sprung 
Sunday. Jody sald the car felt smoother. In 


the immaculate pair of McLaren teams there 
were more cheerful faces. Hallwood wi 
‘obviously more than delighted with his new 
station in life as well as his new car which 
he sald did everything well. His only trouble 
was a case of understeer in slower turns but 
that compensated by near perfect 
behaviour In the fourth-gear bend at the far 
end of the circult. Here Mike the Bike 
bending over so hard his ears showed roa 
burns 

"The two works cars were in practice better in 
the slower places but too tail happy at high 
speed, a circumstance that was reversed by 
race morning, presumably by copying Hail- 
‘wood's settings. With McLaren's Phil Kerr 
running the Yardley team with a separate 
staff but housed in adjacent garages, it was 

vious the two t were. receiving 
absolutely equal treatment. In fact it began 
to look as though the potentially difficult 
arrangement might pay off in the long run 
with a spirit of friendly rivalry generating 
more technical advancements than were a 
single team left alone in the world without 
the same stimulus. Emerson who over the 
winter had been doing the bulk of Marlboro 
team Texaco’s testing, expressed total unmiti- 
gated delight with his new team and car. 
His driving showed it in the way he seemed 
‘able to bend the car exactly to his will forcing 
It to accept anything he wanted in the way of 
line of power w thout fighting back. Fittipaldi 
when he is really determined is a master of 
finely controlled forcefulness and all during the 
weekend he seemed to have a forceful busi- 
nesslike mood. In fact he did more practice 
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laps—97—than anyone else. Some very experi: 
enced people such as rival managers and 
tyre company men when asked about their 
tip for the race began to say Emerson without 
hesitation. Meanwhile Denny was loung.ng 
around looking brown and relaxed and quite 
unconcerned about the whole picture. His 
times were good and that was all he was 
Interested in achieving. The important thing 
which he said certain other people seemed to 
forget was to tune the car (which he had 
never driven before) for the race not for 
practice, "The divergence between what is 
Recessary for the pole and what you want 
in the race is growing all the time...” if 
anything seemed to be troubling the bearish 
drow it was the heat. “I'd like to have two 
more days of driving in this weather then 
Td be, just right!” 

‘That Reutemann ws 
his countrymen’s hearts was not particularly 
apparent in practice. Carlos was in fact glum 
about his engine which all through practice 
seemed to be misfiring and once stopped on 
course when a fuel line parted. Thus he was 
fa long time sorting gears and handling and 
was generally unable to really show what the 
new car,could do. Nor did he manage to get 
@ lap done on qualifying tres and his fine 
grid position was in fact established on the 
Friday when most people thought conditions 
were better, (As a matter of interest the 
whole left side of the grid ahead of Carlos 
had been established on Friday.) 

‘Meanwhile his new team-mate Robarts was 
learning all about F1 with nV 
“A racing car is a racing car after all.” he 


amount of power made something of a hand- 
ful and the quickness with which everything 
happened in a stra ght line was astonishing. 
“If when you go from FF to F3. things 
happen four times more quickly then com- 
pared to F3 things in Fi happen 10 times 
5 rapidly.” He found the other thing to get 
used to was the much greater weight of the 
‘ear which prevented one doing things that 
were second nature in smaller machines. 
‘Watson in the private Hexagon Brabham 
1s having a problem with incorrect springs 
and rather too much front downforce for a 
while and although he was driving with not- 
able fire and although other drivers remarked 
‘on the car's speed on the straight he wasn't 
able to do more than average lap times. 
‘Both the new Marches were totally new 
neither having turned a wheel until first 
practice. Stuck was therefore deliberately 
held back on Friday until Ganley gained some 
experience about settings which he proceeded 
to do with some growing enthusiasm despite 
as he realised later “going down a few 


blind alleys” He thought the new design had 
potential although it was by no means right 
just yet, However someone had gone to the 
trouble of going out to the long sweeper at 
the back to take corner times and return with 
the news that the Marches and Stuck in par- 
ticular were very quick through there. The 
pair of just finished machines performed with 
‘unusual reliability it seemed and a minimum of 
time was lost fixing things. Due to such 
details as the massive unpainted rear wing 
('Boxkite") and the unshrouded radiator 
the green cars gave a bit of a “breadboard 
appearance which made Ganley’s best times 
all the more creditable 

‘The Hesketh team all the while were flying 
high. Hunt had a distinct mood of self co 
Adent purposefulness and seemed to overcome 
his car's handling problems quickly, On Friday 
it was a bit “front and back” due, he thought, 
to pitching over bumps but the next day 
during the heat of first practice he returned 
the fastest lap time of anyone. Unfortunately 
when he came into the pits towards the end 
of the session he was held up for somet 
like a minute by a stalled car and begs 
worry that his engine had overheated 
Tost its edge. Due to economic 
was decided to retain the same engine for the 
race regardless. Still comparatively cheerful 
James went out 10 do the final session and 
was third quickest behind Peterson and Fitti- 
paldi. 

Something seemed to go wrong on his 
jast Inp of the day however, for he was seen 
to creep around the entire ‘circuit and drive 
slowly into the pits, 

Had the engine expired? 

"No. It's just that all day I have been held 
up by one car after another whenever 1 was 
‘onto a quick one and 1 thought I'd. try to 
return the compliment. I was hoping to find 
someone to baulk perhaps Ronnie, But do 
you know I drove around the entire clreult 
at 10mph and not one car came along. 


must go and be 


it 


It would have taken more than a normal 

amount of rudeness to upset Lauda or indeed 

the Ferrari team for the intensive winter work 
R 


was the disgruntled rival comment) and Lauda 
was quicker this time but still it was all 
sunny smiles over the red cars. They too 
‘were extremely quick in the fastest sections 
as well as having very good dig out of the 
hairpins. Suddenly after most of a season in 
obscurity the flat twelves were in contention 
again. 

‘The green painted BRMs were having much 
the same sort of practice that everyone else 
was having—that is to say fairly uneventful 
and perhaps as there was very little altered 
since last year it was reasonable to find their 
lap times were average at best (whereas of 
course last year one had been on pole) 
Pescarolo did complain of a desperate wi 
balance in the handling but that was t 
finally to an incorrect matching of tyre 


It was all scarcely believing smiles chez 
UOP. Jarier was going progressively better in 
the older design despite problems involving 
springs and a bad wheel bearing on Frida} 
and a blown sealing ring which put water 
into one cylinder on Saturday, That wasn't 
causing the joy. Revson's speed in the new 
model was doing that. Peter obviously liked 
the car and said so um felt the 

second quickest on 
the first day which remained good enough to 
put him fourth fastest overall despite less 
Speed on Saturday. But that was because he 
simply didn't try to go fast. He was all set 
to go out 20 minutes from the end of the 
last session in cool weather on hot tyres 
determined to earn his keep, but as he 
clambered into the cockpit his foot ripped 
away a fire extinguisher wire which discharged 
the bottle. There wasn't time to replace it 
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and Alan Rees told Revvy the decision was 
up to him whether to go out or not. Rather 
than possibly have something like this on his 
mind at a critical moment, Peter decided to 
let his Friday time stand. Thus he and the 
team approached race morning with a feeling 
of genuine, if unfamiliar, confidence, 

Carlos Pace lost some time with break- 
ges of the rear crossmember on his new 
Surtees Fina which was traced to the differ- 
ence in mounting points of the new Hewland 
FGA gearbox when the member was beefed 
up it gave no more trouble. An annoying 
engine problem took longer to cure and the 
shortage of suitable tyres didn't help him 
Sort out his new mount but the times were 
reasonable. Mass had a front handling problem 
caused by the only set of properly wide 
wheels being porous and letting the air out 
and at one point he too had a fuel pipe come 
off in practice although in the final’ session 
he just beat his team-mate, 

Merzario seemed very cheerful about his 
revised Iso Marlboro saying with inimitable 
Italian gestures that it was very much more 

wn the Ferrari chassis, either Fl or 


hand and smoke with the other. 
oll filter broke and ruined the box early in 
Friday practice but he carried on later with 
‘extreme Merzario fire and by the end of Satur- 


‘A gearbox 


day he was quickest of the second main 
bunch of ears behind Scheckter's Tyrrell 


Graham Hill and Guy Edwards enjoyed » 
very heartening two days of sorting and test 
Ing of their new Lola chassis. As Graham re. 
‘marked it was very pleasant not to have things 
breaking all the time and by the end of the 
Practice he had done nearly as many laps as 
Fittipaldi. They looked to be good laps too for 
he had a style that looked interested and 
confident and he was obviously enjoying him: 
self coming out of the comers. The car with 
its 5,000 bits was frankly heavy, he said, 
but he felt encouraged to embark ons 
lightening programme because the basic car 
seemed very good with only an oversteer 
thigh speed to worry the driver Edwards 
meanwhile was doing fewer laps in his first 
try at his brand new mount. Me commented 
that his S-litre experience had prepared him 
‘completely for the power and quickness of the 
FI and that actually he found the GP car 
quite easy to drive and that there wasn't 
anything bappening that he really hadn't 
expected. 


‘The only driver who was really unhappy of 
the entire entry of 26 was poor Rikki von 
Opel. After two days of driving which were 
hs first periods in any racing car at all 
since Octoder he took a glass of orange juice 
into a dark corner and had a think. “The 
car is really handling terribly. It's just darting 
all over the road. It feels like a rattlesnake 
and I'm afraid it will bite me. 1 don't have 
enough experience to describe what is wrong 
to Morr's or how to suggest fixing it. 1am 
really a lethal person out there and I think 
T am going to withdraw before I" hurt any- 
one.” 


RACE 


It looked like Lole was right about the rain. 
By mid-morning Sunday the sky was partially 
covered with heavy, dark clouds and there 
Were actually a few sprinkles of ‘rain. The 
wind had backed right round so that it was 
blowing exactly the opposite way to practice. 
After the unofficial practice just before noon 
the entrants approached the organisers about 
moving the scheduled start up from half past 
four. ‘Those with experience with the circuit 
in the wet said that due to poor drainage 
racing in the rain here was impossible. It 
seemed sensible to get the race started at 
least before the weather grew worse. But the 
officials declined. No, it will not rain, they 
said. And so it proved. 

‘There were a few dramas in the warm-up. 
Reutemann's car developed a leak from a fuel 
Pump which caused the Brabham mena bit 
of a flap but there was time to fx it, and a 
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Beltolse’s BRM leads Depoiller’s Tyrrell, Merz 


wheel bearing problem as well. Jarier's gear- 


box needed re-doing and Ganiey in 
amidst a ball of fire from an electrical short 
at the back but there was no extensive 


damage. 

Some teams did not send cars out in the 
preliminary session, including Lotus, but of 
those drivers. who did practice, Reutemann 
with his fresh engine was quickest In the $35 
bracket with Hailwood and Hulme next. With 
so many. drivers showing form anticipation 
Continued to mount for a really terrifle motor 

The crowd’s anticipation had worked up to 
full riot stage. There were great shouts and 
chants and waving of flags and spraying of 
water and tossing of solid objects. Brown 
bodies and bright, light clothing milled through 
the grandstands all along the straight. At one 
point an intrepid party from the pits advanced 
across the track flaunting a green and yellow 
Brazilian flag. They were returned in a deafen- 
ing bellow of fury and the most energetic 
waving of blue and white colours. Luckily 
there Was a stout barrier between them, 

The quieter elements of the crowd were 
sending out constantly a haunting song about 
“LOLE ... LOLE... LOLE . . ." and when 
the racing cars finally rasped into life and set 
out for the warm-up lap in single file and 
‘when the compact, sleek little white Brabham, 
bearing number seven, appeared every human 
being in the grandstands sprang ecstatically 
to his feet. A bellow of perfect love burst 
from every throat and from every wildly wav- 
ing fist flew long rolls of crepe and little 
squares of torn paper. As Reutemann acceler- 
ated along the straight he was preceded by a 
‘wave of rising white bits of paper all the way 
to the first turn and beyond. 

It was a moving sight and to anyone with 
even a percentage of blood it had to be worth 
a second a lap. 

Fangio dropped the flag just a little after 
the Im board. The front several rows 
streaked off well enough but toward the back 
there were drivers caught a little off guard as 
some of them couldn't see the starter and 
also as there were still a few mechanics hover- 
ing over the cars. But, in retrospect, said 
some of them, it was probably just as well 
that they got off a bit staggered apart. 

Peterson made a first class getaway and 
raced into the first half of the bend well in 
the lead but pounding hard on his heels was 
the tall, white Hesketh March up from the 
third row. Regazzoni, from the left side, 


jo's Iso ond a gangle of midfleld runners. 


@idn't get going quite s0 well and he arrived 
fas the filling In a sandwich of Hailwood on 
his right and Revson on the other side. As they 

‘narrowed down into the corner the Me- 
Laren and the Ferrari touched and then the 
next thing that happened was that the Ferrari 
and the Shadow on its left went into spins. 
‘There was a sense of instant chaos and cars 
were trying to scramble through any way. 
Jarier's Shadow apparently rammed Revson's 
land slid to a halt on the left side of the 
track badly rumpled. Everyone clse was able 
to straighten up and regain the road and carry 
fon although some were lagging a bit and a 
few drove around straight to the pits, Thi 
Included Revson who retired with a damaged 
nose and nose oll cooler and Watson who 
eventually carried on with a replacement nose. 
piece. He had evidently run into the back of 
Scheckter's Tyrrell which had been punted 
off on to the grass and filled its radiator duct 
with debris so Jody, too, had to stop. 

‘Out in front, Hunt had closed right up on 
Peterson and stormed right by to take over 
the lead while they were still out on the new 
section. Then, as they rushed back toward: 
the infield and the chicane, Peterson made a 
feinting move up alongside the March. Bernie 
Ecclestone was’ watching all this and his 
report was delivered in tones of profound 
Bleeful respect 

“Lord, it was beautiful. Ronnie was toying 
with him, do you see, and he told me later 
that he knew James would be off at the next 
corner. As they went on to the next corner, 
that Hairpin, Ronnie did the same thing. Just 
came up alongside and jerked back and forth 
‘and sure enough James came in too fast and 
just went flying off the outside.” 

By the time he had found his way back to 
the race it had long gone past and, anywa 
his radiator, like Scheckter's, was clogged with 
debris. Lefi free and clear in the lead was 
Peterson and he slashed up across the line to 
fend the first lap already with a substantial 
little lead. But the car first along behind was 
Reutemann’s Ecclestone Brabham and Carlo: 
helmet was set in an attitude of purest deter- 
mination. As they hared off up the straight 
and got into the high-speed part of the lap 
again he actually ga’ned some ground, and by 
the end of the second lap he was very close 
behind. The pair of them—black and white 
—tore off out across the parkland. and 
around the lake coming closer and closer. 
‘What happened next was announced by the 
most incredible noise from the crowd. 
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Mike Haitwood picked up a fine fourth place in the Yardley McLaren; Pace’s Surtees challenges him before the Brazilian's retirement. 


‘The shouting and cheering from the jostling 
grandstands was already deafening, but sud 
Genly its character and its volume changed. 


Tt was. suddenly solid wall of sound, a 
physical presence which beat on the head 
Bnd. the outsides of the ears without pene- 
trating. It-was a substance beyond anything 
sonic, Carlos Reutemann of Argentina had 


overtaken Into the lead. It was purely and 


simply all over then, ‘The Brabham swept on 
ahead. pulling out more than a second on 
each lap, gaining most of it on the fast 
Funning. "Nothing like it had ever been seen 
from a modern Brabham and it was stunning. 


In five minutes, five minutes of delirium be 
yond belief from the crowd, that car and that 
Griver ensured the health of motor racing in 
Argentina for five years to come. 

Tt remained simply to follow the race for 
second place. Peterson was in increasing 
trouble for his front brakes were fading away 
‘Thus the rears tended to lock on which did no 
good at ail to a worse case of oversteer than 
he had yet had all weekend. Besides that, his 
engine ‘wasn't pulling properly along | the 
Straight against the changed headwind, or so 
he thought. And after another half-dozen laps 
he had to allow Hulme to go by. Next time 
he waved Ickx on as well and, before long. 
Lauda had taken the Ferrari past too, followed 
by Hailwood and Pace's Surtees. 

Fittipaldi by this time was long in arrears. 
He had gotten into a steady third place right 
from the start but hardly had his last year’s 
team-mate dropped back into his sights than 
a spark plug wire came off. The red and white 
MeLaren slowed abruptly halfway round the 
lap and. stuttered into the pits to have the 
wire jammed back on. He rushed back out not 
having lost an impossible amount of time but, 
in a few more laps, he somehow, while 
changing gear, contrived to knock off the 
‘main. ignition’ switch which lives on the 
MeLaren steering wheel: off to the side he 
pulled and unsnapped his belts and started 
to climb out before he realised what had hap- 
pened. It was then a matter of an instant to 
fire up again but he had the prudence to call 
back into the pits to have the belts snugged 
up_again. 

‘For a long time Ickx and Lauda were having 
a ace dice over third place a bit behind 
Hulme while Hailwood had Pace and Peter- 
‘son doing their best to chase him. The Sur- 
tees pulled out and retired with engine trouble 
like ‘that in practice which had not been 
‘cured by an engine change. Then Ickx slowed 
abruptly letting Lauda and the others get 
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away and came in to change a punctured rear 
tyre, As he tried to get away again the fact 
that a hydraulic union had cracked leaving 
him without clutch actuation meant that he 
nackered bottom gear getting it engaged 
Besides all that the replaced rear tyre was of 
the wrong type so his handling was atill pretty 
bad.” When he stopped a second time with 
bottom gear not functional there wasn’t any 


way to get the car moving again so he 
retired. 

Ronnie was, likewise, in tyre trouble. His 
oversteer and his efforts combining 10 use 


up pretty well all of the rubber and some of 
the canvas but he carried on until the engine 
went off by itself. What had happened was 
that about 15 laps before the battery at the 
back of the gearbox had fallen off and was 
dangling and bouncing on its wires which had 
finally given up. While he was in the pits tc 
have a new one wired up he had his ruined 
left rear tyre exchanged for a new one and 
also ‘more angle cranked into the rear wing. 
‘That dropped him totally out of the running 

Hailwood had a stone pierce a radiator s0 
when Regazzoni, working up a bit from the 
first turn nonsense, loomed up behind he 
could do little about it and settled in to 


Jacky Ickx retired the JPS after battling for third. 


watch the pair of Ferraris go on ahead, They, 
in thelr turn, were trying to catch Hulme and 
Lauda was able to close within 5 s, but Denny 
held the gap comfortably at that. It was set 
that we would have a processional finish. 

‘At about two-thirds ‘distance Reutemann's 
airscoop had started to come adrift from atop 
the airbox. Gordon Murray, watching from the 
infield, had already tested the car without a 
scoop and knew that it cost some 200 revs and 
isa lap but by this stage in the race Carlos 
had jm on Denny and it didn't seem there 
was any reason to worry, The scoop even 
Fefused to come off completely and remained 
perched atop the car at a rakish angle, tipping 
Back and forth smartly to mark the exact 
places where the driver, with extreme care 
Gnd prudence, was braking and changing gear. 

‘Then it all’ went wrong, A plug wire came 
loose from the distributor and suddenly the 
Brabham was making the ugly sound of seven 
cylinders. Rapidly Hulme loomed up behind. 
‘On the next Jap from the end he whisked by 
and Lauda followed and then, on the last lap, 
the Brabham went dead completely and mar 


shals with anguished faces pushed it onto the 
grass. The crowd began to stream home 
quietly 
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- ++ @ most likeable car... the TVR is all pleasure. 
IAN MORTON, Evening Standard 


. . . the 3000M’s most outstanding feature is its handling and road holding. 
Cornering speeds are impressively high, roll almost non-existent and adhesion superb . . . the 
distinctive TVR 3000M, capable of a thrifty 300 miles on its 12-gallon tank, represents one of the 
last remaining real sports cars . . . 
CLIVE RICHARDSON, Motor Sport 


The TVR 3000M is the best car which its makers have ever produced. It is a direct 
competitor with the Datsun 240Z, which is the worlds best-selling sports car; indeed it probably 
has a slight edge on the Japanese car as regards pertormance figures . . . above all this is a real 
sports car that is a delight to drive — a driver's car if ever there was one. 

JOHN BOLSTER, Autosport 
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Bernie Ecclestone — 


the man 
Interviewed by MIKE DOODSON 


How much does running a Formula 1 team 


cost, and can you afford asa 
hobby? 
Let's put it like this: to run a successful 
two-car FI team would leave you with very 
little change out of £200,000. That's not a 
figure which I've dreamed up, that's a fair 
idea of the actual cos 

It’s certainly not a hobby for me, it was 
supposed to be a business proposition. But 
fone or two events at the end of 1973 rather 
messed up the prospects that we had for 
sponsorship, leaving us with two ni 
Virgin. cars. Maybe Louls Stanley can’ afford 
to antagonise sponsors and set back his self- 
respect, but speaking for myself, I'd much 
rather ‘have the money! 
‘You were understood to have finalised a deal 
for 1974 with ‘Texaco 
Emerson Fittipaldi. Whi 

I'm still very confused. 
reach an agreement, and I went to Switze 
land at the end of the year to celebrate the 
arrangements with a top official of Marlboro. 
Emerson was there and we all shook hands. 
s0 it seemed fairly conclusive. 

But then I believe that one of the other 


to do 


charge of the Brabham team 


parties decided that he didn’t like the deal, 
and they started negotiations with McLaren. 
Tm sure they knew what they were doing. 
and they are both big American companies, 
so they must have a good idea of doing 
Business, but being an old-fashioned sort of 
person as far as business is concerned, once 
T've given my word on a deal, there's noth- 
ing that will make me retract. Obviously, 
large companies have personnel who perhaps 
Step outside their authority. 

Have you completely stopped making racing 
cars for sale? 

‘You could say that, yes. But we've got several 
customers in various parts of the world 
who've asked us to make cars for them, and 
Tm sure that we'll be doing that 

I don't know how the other manufacturers 
get on, but 1 do know that making racing 
Cars for customers cost us money. We tried 
to build cars up to a standard rather than 
down (o a price, and this was an expensive 
way of doing things. Each car was virtually 
hand-made, and with the costs of labour the 
way they are, this meant that we were 
probably losing between £500-£600 on every 
Formula 3 car that we built 

‘The biggest problem in this field is that 
{t's seasonal, just like the ice cream business 
used to be. This means that you've got to 
Dulld whatever quantities of cars you need 
Detween November and the following Feb- 
ruary or March. After that, the only time 
anyone wants to know you is when they 
Reed spare parts. 

Even then, we found there were times when 
we'd laid down the design of a car and were 
Teady to go into production when suddenly 
there was a change in the regulations. Then 
we found ourselves stuck with thousands of 
pounds-worth of parts which we couldn't 

T gave some thought last year to the 
possibility of stopping racing car production, 
Because of the cost, but then the manu- 
facturers got together and agreed to put up 
the prices so that they could make it a 
decent proposition. But then, when it seemed 
that Emerson was going to be driving for us 
in. 1974, I promised him that production 
would close down so that we could concen- 
trate completely on Formula 1. Basically, it 
made me do something that I was thinking of 
doing anyway. 

How many non-works Brabhams will there 

‘racing in Fl this year? 
ve got a sinking feeling that the Italians who 
bought two cars from us are never going to 


make a race meeting, and that leaves Hex- 
‘agon, who are the only other people to have 
bought one of last year's cars. 

‘We'll be helping them (Hexagon) as much 
as we can. But. racing is an individual 
business, we all think we can do it better 
than anyone else: I see Hexagon have taken 
on someone as their designer, and he's bound 
to have some bright ideas of his own. 

Is there much In common between last year’s 
car and this year's? 

The ‘only common thing between the BT42 
and the BT44 is the triangular shape of the 
body section, otherwise the BT44 is com- 
pletely different. With the rising-rate front 
Suspension, even the monocoque is different. 
Virtually everything we had on the car last 
year has been thrown away, and we've started 
Again from scratch, 

Do you see Carlos Reutemann as a likely race 
winner this year? 

Tm probably biased, but I think that last 
year—on occasions at least—Carlos was a 
Quick a driver as any in Formula 1. This 
Year I think you'll see a brand new Carlos, 
Because as a person he's matured enormously. 

He came into motor racing on a fantastic 
cloud, and though the sponsorship from 
‘Argentina wasn't as enormous as some people 
think it was, he was expected by his country- 
men to do so well that it was all weighing 
on his shoulders 

‘Now ‘that he's established himself, I be 
Heve he rates himself along with the other 
top drivers, and I'm confident that he hai 
all the qualities needed to turn himself into 
2 winner, 

Richard Robarts is Carlos’ Fi team m 

Can you (ell me the circumstances in which 
join you straight from F3? 

It’s a bit complicated to. explain but 

Richard's got a very close friend who's 

years. Richard 


to Dring some, So what's happened is 
his friend has virtually guaranteed that 
Richard will bring a certain amount of 
sponsorship when he can attract It 

I'heard a story that Carlos was not accept. 
able to Marlboro or Texaco. Where would 
he have gone if the deal had been accom- 
plished? 

For some unknown reason, neither of the 
‘American companies seemed too keen on 
Carlos, but I had promised Carlos that unless 
he was able to find a competitive drive else- 
where, I wouldn't conclude a deal with the 
two. American” companies. I'm obviously 
Selighted still to have Carlos with us. In a 
way, I had a feeling that he would be with 
us ‘whatever happened. 

Lots of people got the impression that 
Wilson ‘Fittipaldi would have come with 
Emerson, but I got the idea that Emerson 
wasn't keen on having Wilson in the team 
with him. Perhaps that's why he went to 
McLaren. 


Carlos Reutemann's performance in the Argentinian GP excited the Argentine crowd and certainly Brabham boss Bernie Ecclestone. 
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4 different makes... 
make us different. 


Continental Tyres are fitted as standard to 
Mercedes, BMW, Audi and Volkswagen. That in 
itself is some recommendation. 

But then, we are Germany’s Number One 
Tyre, so you’d expect it to match some of the finest 
auto engineering in the world. 

Now it’s your turn. Because Continental 
Tyres fit all other makes of car too. Improving 
steering, braking, cornering, performance. At 
prices that won’t burn your pocket. 

So drive along to your local tyre dealer, ignore 
the substitutes, and insist on Continental. 

And see what makes us different. 


Gntinental Tyres 
The best range all a te 


Continental Tyre & Rubber Co. Ltd., 
Ullswater Crescent, Marlpit Lane, Coulsdon, Surrey. 
Telephone: 01-668 2372 
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Purely personal 


“A more equitable 
distribution of the 
races of importance 
‘around the country 
—so that a driver 
could not win 
major championship 
by excelling on one 
or two circuits— 
‘could well help the 
maintenance of a 
sense of propor- 
tion.” 


CHRIS MASON 


Until last October I reported on race meetings 
and speed hillclimbs in the _ north-east. 
Although speed hillclimbing in the area 
undoubtedly a major factor in the national 
mainstream of this sector of motor sport 
(with Mike Wilson in command how could it 
be otherwise ?), the situation appears rather 
different in circuit racing. In fact, the 
northern circuit which has a full’ quot 
national. championship-qualifying _ roun 
‘Oulton Park. Although Cadwell Park has 
rather better in this direction in the 
year or two it appears that the most Ingl 
Croft, Rufforth and Aintree can ex; 
what’ amounts to @ token round in national 
championships. If the first details of the 
coming season's racing calendar (fuel avail- 
ability permitting) are anything to go by the 
position will be worse still in 1974. As for 
International meetings, they are apparently a 
thing of the past in the north, apart from 
‘at Oulton Park; and even there such meet- 
ings are a pale shadow of their former 
es. 

This state of 
racing attracts. r 
the already London: 
that the northern drivers in 
make long and expensive journeys most week: 
ends if they wish to compete seriously in the 
principal championships. If the enthusiasm 
and competitiveness of northern drivers were 
inferior to those qualities in their southern- 
based counterparts there might be logic in 
the situation, but this is far from the case. 
For example, the Tate Formula Ford cham- 
plonship rounds regularly attracted 50 or 


Jira_means that northern 
ly little attention in 


more “local the Wendy Wools 
fal saloon series was as flercely contested 
‘any other loon championship 


and seemingly any event on the popular Ain- 
tree circuit attracted an excellent entry no 
matter what the race did or did not count 
for. Much the same goes for Ingliston, too, 
fand it Is of signficance that the Scottish cir- 
cult provides some of the most lucrative club 
racing in Britain. 

‘There is no question that the best of the 
northern clubmen are capable of taking on 
‘and often beating the top drivers in their 
classes from the remainder of the country. 
Leaving aside those drivers who concentrate 
‘on international racing ; Jim Crawford, Peter 
Harrington, Peter Clark, Graham Cuthbert, 
Jon Fletcher, John Absaiom, Johnnie Blades, 
Chris Meek, "Doug Niven, Bill Dryden, Tony 
‘Sugden, John Chappel, Alex Clacher, ‘Sedric 
Bell and Andy Barton ‘are just the first who 
spring to mind who can dice with anyone in 
thelr respective categories. Twelve months 
ago I would have included Don MacLeod in 
this group, but he, at least, has broken through 
to gain the recognition he deserves—by mov- 
ing. south. 

‘There are probably about twice as many 
southern racing clubmen (taking southern as 
living south of The Wash, not south of 
Watford !) as there are northern circuit dicers. 
There are, at a guess, also about twice as 
many southern than northern race meetings 
during the year, if one places the regional 
division between Mallory and Oulton. -How- 
ever, the north gains nothing like a third of all 
national championship-qualifying races. There 
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are times when it seems as if a third of 
everything Is made to happen at Brands—a 
circuit which is distincly awkwardly-placed 
geographically for most of the nation’s racing 
enthusiasts. Does nobody get bored wearing a 
furrow round the Kent circuit, usually against 
the same rivals? Of course Brands has 
developed its amenities and is also the heart. 
land of the go-ahead and highly influen 
Motor Cireuit Developments, while Brands and 
the geographically better placed Silverstone 
are on the doorstep of the motoring press. 
‘The last point is important for both AUTosFoRT 
and Motoring News have a habit of billing 
their local heroes as national stars. To name 
names here would be very unfair on drivers 
but I can certainly think of quite a few likely 
candidates! A more equitable distribution of 
the races of importance around the country 
—so that a driver could not win a major 
Championship by excelling on one or two 
circuits — could well help the maintenance of 
‘a sense of proportion. In this context I have 
sneaking suspicion that had Jim Crawford's 
explosive arrival on the scene this year, as a 
Virtual novice driver in Formula’ Atiantic, 
ken place at Brands, he would have been 
lauded far more than he has been so far. 

Of course, Brands and Silverstone did not 
become such major centres of motor racing 
Just because they are both close to London, 
although that factor undoubtedly helped. 

have ‘dis- 
played enterprise and drive 
Brands in particular began in a very small 
way, and in its frst years ran meetings 
purely for 500cc cars. Alas, enterprise and 
Grive are two characteristics which have not 
always been evident at some northern circuits 
(see Purely Personal, August 2, 1973). If 
significant racing is not to be limited to the 
more southerly counties of Britain—and an 
over-centralised British racing scene would 
Tose out on potential competitors, spectators 
land sponsors — then two major changes must 
take place. First, when the London-based 
powers-that-be in ‘racing are sorting out the 
Programme of events for the year they should 
be more aware of the needs of racing drivers, 
spectators and sponsors from all over Britain; 
‘and secondly, and this Is perhaps even more 
important, cireult owners and promoters. in 
the more far-flung parts of the country 
should do everything in their power to attract 
top line racing. Steps in the right direction 
could be made in the near future. If Croft 
changes hands, a strong possibility which has 
been in the air for some time, and if a really 
dynamic operator takes over, and if Tom 
Wheatcroft’s laudable plans for Donington 
come to full fruition; then the centre of 
gravity of British racing would shift to- 
Wards the true centre of the country. Then, 
all we need is for Chevron to win the World 
Constructors titles in sports car and Grand 
Prix. racing! 

Joking apart, parochialism is all too appar- 
ent in the north-eastern racing scene in par- 
ticular, and such an attitude does nothing to 
help propagate the sport, and in particular 


farther afield? 


Wearing a furrow round a Kent circuit against the same rivals 


does nothing to help drivers who are the top 
‘men in their class in their own area, and who 
wish to compete seriously in ‘important 
national championships without having to 
travel vast distances in order to do so nine 
times out of 10. Parochialism also does noth- 
ing to attract or retain spectators who must 
feel that nothing very significant happens in 
racing north of Mallory, even if five out of 
nine World Championships won by British 
@rivers have gone to two drivers who 
emanated from one of the most racing starved 
‘areas of Britain — Scotland! 


All change — there’s 
no reason for it 


‘Changing one's racing car every year, and in 
Formula 3 every half-year, really has ‘become 
something of a fetish. Most new racing cars 
take quite a while to sort out, often having 
unavoidably: been delivered rather late, then 
after a few fully-sorted races they are sold 
again and the whole wasteful and very expen- 

ve business starts again. Obviously there are 


dated car allows the driver to concentra 
developing his own abilities, and is also more 
likely to provide the driver with a relatively 
aggravation-free season of racing than 1s the 
case when the machine is swapped every year. 

Tt wouldn't be so bad if every new chassis 
was materially better than the one it super: 
seded 

In Formula Ford a well-prepared Merlyn of 
any vintage, with a good motor and driver to 
match Is an equal for anything (thank you, 

‘Then again, was the Hawke 

DLIO really any quicker ‘than the DLO? 
Moving up the motor racing ladder we come 
to that category where cha: 
& positive obsession — Formula 3. I'm 
not convinced that a developed March 713 
chassis would not have been as good as a 
733, and I'm quite convinced that for 1972 
most drivers would have done well to keep 
their 1971 7138 and BT35s, Perhaps the ex- 
ample to one and all is the man who seems 
to be an example to all inmost motor 
facing, matters — Colin Chapman, ‘The Lotus 
25 sulficed for two seasons before it wi 
dated to’ become the 39. Then. the superb 
Lotus 49 which made its debut in 1967 was 
continually modified and stayed utterly com. 
petitive until it was superseded by the 72 in 
1970, and that car—as you may have 
noticed — is still very much with us. Lotus 
have been the most consistently successful 
Grand Prix car constructor through the la 
12 seasons, and those successes have been 
gained by only four distinct models, three if 
You count the 25 and 33 as basically the same 
design. Of course the trouble is everyone 
hopes that the car he buys next year will be 
the one which will be unbeatable for years to 


shouldn't competitors go 


Closing stages at Levin with Johnnie Walker being pressed by Allan McCully. 


LEVIN 


TASMAN ROUND 1 


A close win for Walker 


By PETER GREENSLADE Photographs by JACK INWOOD 


Races are not always won by the fl 
the ihe 


lander Alan McCully (Begg-Chev FMS) by the 
slender margin of half a second in the first 
round of the Peter Stuyvesant $100,000 inter- 
national series (alias the Tasman Champion- 
ship). Much more fancied Australian Max 
‘Stowart (Lola Chev 332) and Englishman 
Peter Gethin (ChevronChey B24) were third 
and fourth, but really the result was, as they 
‘say, a turn-up for the books. 

iaving eared pole position and the singus 
lar distinction of being the first driver to put 
ina 100 mph lap on the 1.2-mile orcult, triple 


Chev GM2) outstripped the other 15 starters 


from flagfall, set a new lap record of 43.48 
(97.466 mph), which was 0.25 better than his 
1973 effort, lapped the entire field and then 
retired when lack of oil pressure seriously up- 
set his engine. 

Profiting from the misfortunes of others, 
Walker and McCully, who ran the greater 
part of the race nose to tail, emerged from the 
Tuck and proceeded to their finishing place: 
fairly well clear of Stewart and Gethin, both 
of whom had been delayed by right rear 
tyre failures, 

As the race length had been increased from 
about 75 miles to 106.8 miles, Walker failed 
to establish a record, but his’ average speed 
of 92mph was quite an impressive figure, 
considering the fact that the Levin circuit is 
exceptionally tight and physically demanding. 
even on a coolish day—and this was an ex: 
ceptionally hot one. 


ENTRY 


iotas dominated the Levin race card. Kevin 
Bartlett, a former Australian champion, New 
Zealander Reg Cook, who has graduated to an 
‘open wheeler from saloons this season, and 
Walker were all in T330s, The Australians 
Warwick Brown and Max Stewart had the 
latest 332, as also did Graeme Lawrence. 
Next in order were the New Zealand-designed 
and built Beggs, of which there were three. 
Current New Zealand champion David Oxton 
was in his regular FMS, Alan McCully in a 


28 


newly-built FMS and Robbie Booth in an 
older FM4. Then there were the brace of 
‘Team VDS Chevron B24s of Peter Gethin and 
Teddy Pilette and the Elfin MRS of Australian 
champion John McCormack and the more 
elderly version, formerly run by Max Stewart, 
in the hands of New Zealander Baron Robert: 
son. McRae, of course, had the only McRae 
GM2 and another singleton was the Surtees 
TSOB of Neil Doyle. But just to add a little 
spice Ken Smith was there with his 1975 .¢c 
March 732 

‘Actually, the field was smaller than antici- 
pated. Englishman Steve Thomson failed to 
show up with the Chevron B24 and no one 
seemed to know of his whereabouts. New 
Zealander Garry Pedersen had the sole Mc- 
Laren entry, a much updated MIOB, but as 
he was suffering {rom a particularly’ virulent 
virus he wisely decided to scratch. American 
motorcycle star Cal Rayborn was to have 
driven a Lola T192, but the previous Saturday 
he ‘elected to borrow and race a two-stroke 
Suzuki in the Pukekohe motorcycle classic. 
Rayborn was flung from the machine and 
fatally injured when its rear piston seized 
up. Dexter Dunlop showed up with his Mc- 
Rae GMI, but an engine malady kept him out 
of official practice and a replacement engine 
did not register oll pressure, so he scratched 
too. 

Generally overseeing the Lola contingent 
was Frank Gardner who had spent a couple 
of days at the nearby Manfeild circuit sorting 
out Warwick Brown's Team Target 1332. 
Brown, who was seriously hurt in a pre-race 
qualifying run at Surfers’ Paradise last Feb- 
ruary, appeared to be still rather shaky on his 
legs, but nevertheless was able to show some- 
thing of his old form in a race car. 

Graeme Lawrence, booked for his first 
drive in a Formula 5000 car since his _near- 
fatal crash in the 1972 New Zealand Grand 
Prix, had a real race to be at Levin, for his 
7332 was still in crates at his Hamilion base 
four days before qualifying began. According 
to Gardner, the Lawrence tub lacks the foam 
filling of the Stewart and Brown T332s. On 
much the same sort of subject, Gardner tended 
to play down the differences between the 
330 and T332 models, but admitted to some 
changes, the most apparent of which are the 


relocation of the oll radiators ahead of hori- 
zontally mounted water radiators and rear 
suspension with lower parallel arms rather 
than wishbones. The horizontally-mounted 
radiators have made it possible to lower the 
car's profile. 

The Team VDS equipage looked as well 
disciplined as ever, the whole set-up being 
exceptionally tidy. Firestone's Bruce Hare 
was on hand to attend to the rubber on the 
Chevrons, as well as that on the Lawrence 
T332 and the Oxton FMS. Everyone else was 
on Goodyears, but this company was not quite 
so prominent’ in the paddock as it has been 
in the past because of the absence of Frank 
Matich' who attends to Goodyear’s racing 
interests during the annual Australia-New 
Zealand eight-rounder. 

‘absence of Matich also accounted for 
the fact that there were fewer Repco-powered 
cars at Levin. McCormack, whose new Elfin 
MR6, powered by Repco's version of the 
P76 Leyland V8, will not be seen until Oran 
Park, had his elderly but usually trustworthy 

RS in its original shape. Walker's T330 was 
also Repco-powered, the Holden-based V8 
fitting in very tidily. 

On the whole there was nothing very inno- 
votive in the field and, in fact, there did not 
appear to be so much of the tension and ex- 
ccitement in the paddock as there generally 1s, 
for the opening round of this annual series, 
This may have been because McRae has been 
the dominant figure on the last three occ 
sions and most people had a sneaking suspl- 
cion that, as he was back with his. new 
Australian Grand Prix-winning car, the resull 
‘at Levin at least, was more or less a fore: 
gone cenclusion. "After all, Levin. is where 
McRae learnt his motor racing. 


PRACTICE 


Aithough there was some unoticlal practice 
‘on Friday, the real business of qualifying was 
Undertaken on Saturday and in two rather 
brief sessions, at that, The brevity of qualify- 
ing and practice sessions has been the sub- 
ject of criticism at Levin and some of the 
other New Zealand circuits in the past, but 
Mf anyone was uptight about it this t.me he 
didnot make a loud noise about It 

Most people put up their best times in the 
first session when the track was fairly clean 
and cool, As McRae Is inevitably quick at 
Levin, the newcomers to the circuit probably 
fend up with some sort of an inferiority com- 
plex when the first qualifying times 
posted. This is not an easy track to learn, 
Sespite its short length, and this, no doubt, 
accounted for the fact’ that, at ‘the outset, 
Gethin was rather slower than Pilette. On 
top of that, the track was rather congested and 
this militated against really fast times. Stew- 
art, who knows the circuit well, was very 
neat and among the early top runners. Bart- 
Jett, who knows it also, was using up all the 
road in an effort to improve his times and 
y had quite a spin, McCormack, un- 

lost some training ‘time 

rocker stud’ broke, 
ny event, the first session ended with 
Stewart at the top of the list with a 43.18 
lap and McRae next with 43.55. Then came 
Gethin and Pilette with 43.5 5 and 43.7 s. Next 
in line were Bartlett (43.8 5), Brown (45.3 5) 
finee rannere'fatled Go tagrove lal toe eae 
front runners failed to improve in the second 
session. ‘This was the one that saw McRae 
become the first man to break the ton at 
Levin. He did it aided by some Goodyear 
“‘gumballs" and it was most conclusive, A 
time of 42.35 represented 100 mph at Levin 
and. McRae's time was 43.18. This could 
hardly be described as a morale-boosting per- 
formance for the rest of the entry 

In any event, as soon as the final qualifying 
session ended, the final round of the Black 
and Decker New Zealand Gold Star Champion- 
ship was ran. The outcome of this series was 
already known because Oxton had. already 
accumulated an unassailable score to win the 
ttle for the third successive year. The final 
round was run in two heats and Oxton won 
the first from Smith, McCully and Lawrence. 
In the second, Oxton led from the start into 
the last lap when a sticking throttle intervened 
and McCully shot through for a narrow win. 
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Graham McRae set fostest lap before retiring with a 


RACE 


‘There was @ crowd of about 12,000 on hand 
to see the field line up prior to a couple 
of warm-up laps. It was a very hot day, but 
& suspicion of wind provided some welcome 
Tellef. The 16 cars set off to warm up, but 
only 18 came around the first time. Lawrence 
‘was missing and i¢ transpired that the T332 
had suffered a broken magneto drive. Starter 
Bill Hannah held the field while Lawrence's 
trouble was diagnosed, then, after a few 
minutes’ delay, sent it off behind a Datsun 
2402 for a couple of pace laps. 

‘McRae surged away as Hannah dropped his 
flag for one of the best starts seen at Levin 
‘There was a gasp from the crowd as the 


Teddy Pilette leads Kevin Bartlett ayd David Oxton 
(Pontiac Firebird) provided one of the best 


Fahey (Capri RS2600) and Rod Coppi 
battles in NZ. 
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zed engine. 


black and red GM2_ immediately opened up 
a large gap over Stewart, Gethin, Pilette, 
Bartlett, Oxton, Smith, Walker, McCormack, 
Brown, Booth, McCully and Cook. This order 
was to remain virtually unchanged unti 
McCully got by Brown after about eleven laps. 


But in the meantime McRae was simply 
fyi yy from the rest of the field. He had 
a2 lead after two laps, 5.45 after three 
Taps and 85s after six laps. As he com 


pleted his seventh tour, Lawrence joined the 
Face, and in his eighth round McRae lapped 
the tail-ender Baron Robertson. 

With McRae flying away in fr 
appeared to be contesting anoth 
Stewart, Gethin 
company and clear of 
and’ Oxton for company. 


, the rest 
Face with 
nd Pilette running in close 
wrtlett, who had Smith 

‘Then there was 


Below : Jim Richards (Mustang), Paul 


‘another gap back to Walker, McCormack and 
McCully. 

‘The Chevrons broke formation when Pilette 
attempted to double Doyle's Surtees in the 
18th lap. The Belgian later alleged that he 
had been baulked. In any event, he attempted 
to take Doyle on the outside, wheeled off the 
track and was sidelined with broken front 
suspension. 

In the meantime, McRae was drawing even 
farther away from the rest of the field and 
after about 30 laps he had placed himself at 
Teast a lap clear of everyone except Stewart 
and Gethin. The latter lost some ground to 
Stewart soon afterwards when he had a 
manumental spin at the hairpin, but he was 
able to resume still in third spot, as he was 
still faicly comfortably clear of Bartlett, Smith, 
Oxton, Walker, McCormack, McCully and 
Brown, all of whom were not too widely 
spaced 

‘Stewart now found himself with a deflating 
right rear tyre and made for the pits to let 
Gethin into second spot, albeit a long way 
behind McRae, who was now a lap ahead of 
everyone. Gethin was followed by Oxton who 
was suffering from a recurrence of practice 
day’s sticking throttle and was busily working 
the “on-off” switch to hold his place ahead 
of Walker, McCormack and McCully. Smith 
had over-cooked things at the notorious 
Cabbage Tree Bend and dropped back in the 
field to be behind McCully. McCormack now 
abandoned with a seized oil pump. Gethin 
‘stopped to have a right rear wheel changed 
and so McRae was well and truly out on his 
own. But his race was run, He had been 
watching his oll pressure falling for some 
Japs and in the 45th the inevitable happened 
and he was sidelined 

‘Oxton now found himself leading the field, 
but his moment of glory was brief, for that 
sticking throttle was a real handicap and it 

‘not long before he was overhauled by 


iker and McCully, for Bartlett had also 
made a stop to investigate nge 
noises. So with 47 of the the 
‘order among those who mattered was Walker, 
McCully, Oxton, Brown, Stewart, Smith, 
Gethin, Booth and Bartlett. 

Stewart and Gethin were really trying to 


k into the major money and as the 


picking up pla 
was sadly losing ground and after about 60 
Japs he up his third place to Stewart. 
Some ten laps later he was running fifth 
behind Gethin and with the end almost in 
sight he finally stopped at the hairpin, his 
‘engine suffering from fuel starvation. In the 
closing stages McCully tried all he knew to 
get by Walker, but the Australian was not 
having any of ‘that and, by the same token, 
Stewart was making a desperate bid to over: 
haul both of them. Gethin appeared to be 
closing in also, but another spin dropped 
him back somewhat. So it was that Walker 
and McCully came home one and two in close 
company, with Stewart, Gethin, Smith, Brown, 
Oxton, Booth, Bartlett, Doyle, Lawrence, Cook 

‘and Robertson next in line 
‘The result was a very popular one. Walker, 
with his 


Repco-powered 330, was 
‘McCully, who is virtually unknown in his own 
country and a newcomer to F5000 racing. 

So, with one down and seven to go, there 
no real pointers to the outcome of thi 
Stuyvesant series —unless, of course, McRae 
keeps going to finish races in the manner in 
which he drove just over half of the way at 
Levin. In any event, most of the teams left 
Levin rather happier than when they arrived 
for they, too, now know that races are not 
necessarily won by the fleetest. 


PETER STUYVESANT $300,000 SERIES 
Coney 


Ee serratus 8 


a 


Handling was smooth and predictable under all conditions. 


RS2000 — latest from Boreham 


By IAN SADLER 


position now, six years later, as the most 
nounced In January 1968 when purpose-built, powerful and reliable rally car 
1100 and 1900ce Escort saloons, including Britain has ever produced. Development was 
4 75 bhp GT and 115 bhp Twin Cam received important to the Escort. Though finding 
fan enthusiastic reception. It wasn’ recurring faults and making the necessary 
fore the Escort started all modifications to eliminate the flaw is part and 
weeks later, in fact, with a. xol parcel of any suitable saloon car's develop- 
‘Ove Andersson and John Davenport ment into a rally car, with the Escort Ford 

on the San Remo Rally of the Flowers. They passed that st ime ago and have 
came third overall behind proceeded. wit each 
‘one requiring further modifications for reli- 

ability. It says much for the production line 
car that it has the basic body shell and guts 
for such a programme of forced spinach feed- 


ing. 
then a trend even "more The current works RS1600 rally car with 

ing than the little BMC Mini takeover its 16-valve BDA engine on fuel Injection is 

of the early 60s. The Escort has been pro- producing 240 bhp and even in this high 
ively developed as a rally car to its 120 bhp per litre tune it is now utterly reliable 


Without extended wheel arches the rally RS2000 looks quite tame. 


for its job. The rest of the car, too, is buiit 
to match and draw the best from the engine, 
As Barry Lee pointed out in AUTOsPoRT 
recently, the fully developed car is now un- 
like any previous British rally machine with 
regard to power and speeds attainable through 
twisting forest tracks. Gone are the earlier 
days when the car was still in mid- 
development and Timo Makinen could always 
be leading the RAC Rally until it broke. As 
Makinen demonstrated last November, the car 
is capable of running flat-out, straight after 
building, with all of the components proving 
to be more than adequate for the Job. 

Perhaps the production now of the RS2000 
Rally Escort has been deliberately timed. Even 
if not, and the car has been developed without 
any close link to the works rally programme 
—the timing could not have been better. At 
first the RS2000 might appear to be “just 
yet another high performance Escort deriva- 
tive." I would suggest that it Is, in fact, very 
significant, as significant as the Mexico— 
Perhaps even more s0. Originally a Cologne 
FAVO concoction, the RS2000 should play.an 
Important role this year on home railie: 
‘especially the RAC Rally Championship. It 
been tentatively planned that Roger Clark wil 
be driving the’ G2 RS2000 on at. least 
some of the RAC championship rounds ; more 
than likely the forest events. But why a step 
down in power to 160 bhp—just a mere 
80 bhp per litre worth of tune? It could be 
that Ford with this car will have produced 
another FAVO model with a big demand from 
British club drivers and be giving a little 
lesson to many would-be Roger Clarks at the 
same time. Last season there was certain 
criticism concerning Roger Clark and his 
powerful Uniflo car winning hands down from 
all comers — and it wasn't the spectators who 
were grumbling. Well, Mr Clark will probably 
be giving more drivers a chance to beat him 
with their extra 60-70 bhp 
more important though I 
fication, using the 2-litre sohe “Pinto” engine. 
It will be significantly cheaper than the alloy 
engined 16-valve car but much less signifi- 
cantly slower. Looking at it this way the 
RS2000 could be quite a service to British 
drivers—not just a profit for Ford, Initial 
cost (around €2,400-£2,500 at a guess, fully 
Prepared and complete) and cost of replace: 
ment service carried parts could make @ very 
great difference when spending the fairy 
godmother sponsor's money. With the extra 
Tete over that didn’t need to go on hardware 
—think of the extra events the car can be 
put to, perhaps even a few foreign events 
to make a hit with some of their big prize 
money. 

The car we had the opportunity of trying 
recently at Boreham will be the same vehicle 
Roger Clark is likely to use — assuming noth 
Ing nasty happens in the meantime, The en- 
gine fitted is the first development unit and 
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consequently it has a Tuftrided crank and steel 
rods, fitted as a precautionary measure to 
speed-up development of performance increas 
ing parts testing. Mahle forged pistons are used 
‘and with a re-worked head it has a 10.8:1 
‘compression ratio, Inlet valves have been en- 
Targed by 60 thou. Both the camshaft and 
manifold are Ford of America parts and, a3 
they have been entirely successful in testing. 
these imported parts will continue to be used. 
‘A free-flow exhaust and twin 45 Webers com 
plete engine alterations. Boreham’s bhp figure 
for this engine is 161 bhp sae. 

‘A standard RS2000 gearbox is used and the 
clutch is a hydraulically-operated diaphragm 
type rejuvenated from previous Twim Cam 
models, A one-piece propeller shaft is used 
‘and the diff in this instance was 4.6: 1. Venti- 
Tated front discs are used with single caliper 
operation and the system incorporates a tan- 
dem master cylinder. Rear brakes are 9 in 
Mexico drums. Spring rates of 130 front and 
120 rear are used and damping is standard 
Bilstein. The rear springs are four leaf and 
the tramp brackets are rose-jointed. At the 
moment the standard fuel tank is retained 
Other Important rally specification pieces are 
Gin Minilites (fitted with Dunlop 175 x 13 
MS-M on our test day), a World Cup 
cross member and quick-ratio 24 turns steer: 
ing rack. 

‘Driving the car off from Boreham, to try it 
first over some tarmac lanes, it felt’ every bit 
a. taut and responsive rally Escort. Once 
med-up the power from the 2-litre Pinto 
engine came in very smoothly. It seems. to 
turn on full delivery at anything over 
4000 rpm though the massive torque allows 
the driver to move quite quickly along public 
thoroughfares without ever needing to char 
below third gear for anything but 
bend. No matter how hard the car was pushed 
‘along lanes, whenever a stop was necessary 
for & major road junction the idle was even 
and the temperatures were all within bounds. 
‘Arriving at the loose section, a superb one 
third mile of tar and. two-thirds of well- 
packed gravelly loose, the rest of our time 
Was spent trying to achieve some action 
Photographs. The fact that the driver man- 
‘ged to reach the bump stops of the steering 
Tack once or twice during the session say 
nothing for the rank amateur behind the 
Wheel but a great deal for the super. 
controllable RS2000. This Escort seemed to 
fron out the bumps better than any rally- 
Prepared car previously sampled. Powering 
through comers on the loose, the car was 
‘almost uncannily easy to manage. The faster 
particular part of the route was tried the 
better the RS2000 seemed to soak-up any rut 
to an extent that, when the car was in a 
balanced over-steering condition through an 
‘open third gear bend, pot holes on the road 
med to make no impression on the car's 
course. The only criticism of the car's per- 
formance during the afternoon on the loose 
was of the brakes. Slowing was exceptionally 
good in a straight line when keeping the car 

tly out of balance each way before the 
tighter comers but one particular bend showed 
the brake balance to be not quite right. 
Obviously, with only a three-quarter mile 
route being driven each way, the comers were 
soon learned and proportionately less was 
found out as the lines through corners became 
more of a challenge to drive more quickly 
from the Information of previous _over- 
cautious lines. ‘There was, however, one se- 
Quence where the only way (this ‘complete 
Snon-expert" figured) that the series of 
bends could be exited without losing too 
much time was by braking late into the 
first, This could only be managed with a 
crude heaving and bang on the brakes and 
even after 10 attempts the same result could 
‘not be guaranteed each time. If there was an 
‘earlier braking response the car could have 
been placed much more accurately into the 
remaining S-bend wiggle. This is obviously 
something which can be solved or tailored to 
Individual requirements. The car was 
returned to Boreham prior to its shipping to 
Finland the following day for a certain works 
driver to evaluate, It is a very sound and 
logical car. Mr Mikkola will no doubt perfect 
it, ready for the serious competition it 
deserves. 
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Ease of control on tarmac (with knobblies). Below 


Standard looking interior. 


Resinald 
Tildesley 


Your Rallye Sport 


Specialist 
Paka 


For cars like the RS2000 and all Rallye Sport 
models and accessories, come to Reginald 
Tildesley. We'll give you and your Ford the 
finest service in our separate AVO workshop. 


LDESLEY £1 


DEALER 


Wolverhampton Street, 
Walsall, Staffs 
Tol: Walsall 21212 


C Sirct_& Rallye Sport Centre 


LLOYDS OF STAFFORD 


23-29 STONE ROAD 
STAFFORD 


Rallye Sport for Midlands 


RS 2000 IN STOCK 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Reeds Rallye Sport - Torquay 


Tel; 0803 43433 


cae 
| C Sorc Rallye Sport Centre 


BRADSHAW’S MOTOR HOUSE 


LTD. 


MARSH LANE 
PRESTON, LANCS 

FOR TEST DRIVE ANY MODEL 
Tel: Preston 54083 


P Sérc_ Rallye Sport Centre 


GOWRINGS OF READING LTD. 
160 BASINGSTOKE ROAD 


READING, BERKS 
Tel: Reading 85333 


RS 2000 and Mexicos in stock 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


> Se 
J. WILLMENT 


189-191 STREATHAM ROAD 
MITCHAM 
SURREY 


RS 2000 AND MEXICOS 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Tel : Peter Watson, 01-648 0071 
Telex 261232 


COMPETITION PARTS SERVICE 
Tel : 01-648 0071 
Ray Tunney or Henry Inurriata 


TO OUR OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS 
FRENCH AND SPANISH SPOKEN 
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Immediate predecessor to the 250F 
Bonetto is seen above at the British GP. 


the Tipo A6SSG raced by the works in 1953. Felice 


Twenty years on—the 
Maserati 250F 


By ANTHONY PRITCHARD 


‘Twenty years have now elapsed since the first 
appearance of the Maserati 250F, the only 
design to run in the first and last races held 
to the very successful 2500 cc Grand Prix 
Formula of 1954-60. Certainly the 250F was 
not the most successful car of the formula 
(that distinction lies with Cooper), but it did 
achieve a substantial number of victories ; it 
was produced in greater numbers than any 
‘other Formula One car of the period and it 
was a comparatively simple, rugged design 
that withstood the hardest driving of the 
fastest Formula One pilotes and the worst 
abuse of the slowest. 

Maserati relied on gradual technical develop. 
ment rather than the introduction of dramatic 
new designs and the evolution of the 250F 
ean be traced over a span of almost twenty 
years. In 1936 the Maserati brothers intro- 
duced the Tipo 6CM 1500 cc  6-cylinder 
Voiturette, an underpowered, disappointing car 
that proved no real match for the works 
ERAs. The 6CM was largely superseded just 
over a year later by the 4CM which com: 
bined a d-cylinder engine with the same 
chassis. 

In 1947 Maserati produced the A6, a 1500 cc 
G-cylinder touring car with an engine derived 
from that of the 6CM. The A6 had a single 
‘overhead camshaft engine developing 65 bhp, 
but later in 1947 Modena produced a mucl 
more potent version, the 125 bhp twin-cam 
2-litre AGGCS sports/racing car. Early AGGCS 
cars had an iron-block engine, but the later 
versions, built in considerable | numbers 
Detween 1953 and 1956, featured an aluminium 
cylinder block as on the team’s Formula Two 
ears. The original AGGCS formed the basis 
of the first Formula Two Maserati, che rather 
Square-rigged — ASGCM, — which —_Froil 
Gonzalez drove into second place in the 1952 
Malian Grand Prix. 

Because of delays in the development of 
the A6GCM and because of driver problems 
(Fangio crashed badly on the model's Euro- 
pean debut at Monza and put himself out of 
racing for the rest of the season), Maserai 
ran in only a few Formula Two races in 195: 
The following year, however, the team 
contested all the rounds in the World Cham- 
pionship with the much improved A6SSG 
Cars. Most of the improvements were the 
work of Giacchino Colombo who had joined 
Maserati from Alfa Romeo. The engine had 
revised cylinder dimensions and greater power 
Output, there was a strengthened chassis and 
Smoother and lower bodywork. 

‘Although the AGSSG with an output of 
200 bhp was some 10 bhp more powerful 
than the rival Tipo 500 Ferrari that dominated 
racing in 1952-53 (see Eoin Young’s article in 
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Avrosronr, December 13) and was faster in a 
Straight line, it was inferior in both braking. 
power and roadholding—as far as the 

Wwas concerned this was primarily be 
the retention of a rigid rear axle. Masérat 
team-leader was forced to settle for second 
places at Rheims, Silverstone and the 
Nurburgring. retired elsewhere and his sole 
Championship victory at Monza was gained 
only after Ascari’s totally out of character 
spin on the last lap. 

‘olombo was well satisfied with the basic 
concept of the A6SSG, but an extensive 
Fedesign was carried out for 1954. Engine 
capacity was increased to 2493 cc to suit 
the new formula and although it was claimed 
that this resulted in an increase in power 
output to 240 bhp at 6800 rpm, a more 
realistic figure would be 220 bhp. Maserati 
introduced a new multi-tubular chassis (not 
in fact a true space-frame) to replace the 
AGSSG's simple indder-type frame, a very 
‘effective de Dion axle replaced the original 
Figid axle and there was a new 4-speed gear: 


1955 was @ poor year for Maserati and the team's most successful driver, Luigi Musso, scored 
‘only a third place at Zandvoort and second places in three non-champlonship rac 


box in unit with the final drive (on the A6SSG 
the gearbox was in unit with the engine), The 
ew. car was first’ tested at Monza in 
December, 1953. 

Maserati were primarily interested in selling 
the new 250F to private entrants and did not 
Intend fielding a works team on regular basis. 
Because of the company’s strong trading 
connections with the Argentine, however, two 
250Fs were sent to compete at Buenos Aires 
at the beginning of 1954. Fangio drove one 
Of these cars to victory dn the Argentine Grand 
Prix, but it was something of a lucky victory. 
The Maseratis were slower than the Ferraris 
in the dry, Fangio took the lead during a 
rain-storm after stopping for rain tyres to be 
fitted and went on to win the race, It was, 
however, rather a hollow victory, for the 
Ferrari team manager had entered a protest 
on the grounds that five instead of the per 
mitted. ‘three mechanics had worked | on 
Fangio's car during its pits stop and on the 
assumption that this would be upheld had 
slowed off his cars 

‘The works team failed in the Buenos Aires 
City Grand Prix, but it was largely because 
of the Argentine win that Maserati decided t0 
field a team in the European rounds of the 
Championship, Juan Fangio again drove a 
250F to victory at Spa-Francorchamps, but 
after this Maseratl lost his services, for the 
1951 World Champion had contracted to drive 
the new Mercedes-Benz W196 which made its 
debut at Rheims. 

Maserati were desperately short of drivers 
for the rest of the season. The team's number 
one driver was Argentinian Onofre Marimon, 
originally a protégé of Fangio, but he was 
killed when he went off the road in practice 
for the German Grand Prix. The team also 
borrowed the services of Ascari and Villoresi 
from Scuderia Lancia (whose cars were not 
yet ready to race), Alberto Ascari was a dismal 
failure at the wheel of the Modena cars, and 
blew up his 250F at Rheims and blew up 
both his own and Villoresi's at Silverstone. 
Maserati was therefore very dependent on 
the many private owners who had bought 
250Fs at £5000 a time. Sergio Mantovani, 
Luigh Musso and Roberto Mieres all ran a 
works entries during the year, but they were 
Griving cars that were thelr own property and 
had originally Intended to race them as 
privateers. 

The leading privateers were Roy Salvador! 
and Stirling Moss, Roy's British Racing Green 
car was entered by Gilby Engineering and it 
made its debut in inauspicious circumstances 
at Goodwood on Easter Monday, 1954. In the 
main race of the day, the 21-lap Glover 


‘Trophy, 
between 
Salvadori. The BRM leading the race, was 
faster along the straights, but it was dragging 


its heels through the corners with the Maserati 
right up its exhausts. The battle was waged 


for eighteen laps, but on ‘nineteenth 
Salvadori nudged Wharton at Lavant, the BRM 
‘spun and the two. cars collided, Wharton 
rejoining the race to win from MeAlpine’s 
Connaught, but Roy was out of the race with 
8 stalled engine. A protest lodged by Gilby 
patron Sid Greene was rejected. 

the main the Gilby Maserati ran in short- 
distance British events and in its few 
‘appearances on the Continent it enjoyed little 
‘success. Roy turned in some magnificent drives 
with this car and perhaps his’ finest was in 
the 1956 British Grand Prix in which he held 
Second place for many laps ahead of a host 
of works cars from Ferrari, Maserati and 
Vanwall. Most experts felt that Salvadori 
deserved a regular drive in a works car, but 
it was not forthcoming until he was offered 
@ place by BRM in 1957. 

‘The Gilby Maserati, chassis number 2507, 
enjoyed a very chequered career. It was 
returned to the works for a rebuild after the 
throttles had jammed open. In the 
Oulton Park and it ran into a tree. Late 
the end of 1955, it was returned for another, 
‘but routine rebuild, and had to return for yet 
another rebuild after Salvadori had rolled it 
in the 1956 Daily Express Trophy race. 
Salvadori left the Gilby organisation at the 
‘end of 1956 and after 2507 had been driv 
In a few races in 1957 by Ivor Bueb, Jim 
Russell and Keith Greene (the patron's’ son), 
it turned up in 1959 in the stock of Perfor- 
mance Cars at Brentford with a price tag of 
£950, 

Stirling Moss and his 250F, chassis number 
2508, made a cautious start to the season 
with’a fourth at Bordeaux, but followed this 
up with a win in the Aintree 200 race and a 
brilliant third place in the Belgian Grand Prix. 
Moss was holding second place in the British 
Grand Prix when the de Dion axle broke 
(this was the Achilles’ heel of early 250Fs) 
and it was at this point in the season that 
he was invited to join the works team. Moss 
still raced his own car, now painted red, 
‘green nose-band. No major 
‘came Moss's way during the remain- 
der of 1954 because of mechanical failures, 
but he came so very close to winning the 
Italian Grand Prix. Stirling worked his way 
Into the lead and was in an unassailable 
position when his 250F lost its oll pressure 
Decause of a cracked pipe. Juan Fangio, who 
won the Monza race for Mercedes, was the 
first to acknowledge that Moss was the moral 
victor, 


team, but he con- 
tinued 9 drive bis own 2507 talnor avents 

Iso loaned it to a number of other 
. Guest drivers of 2508 included Peter 


Walker, Lance Macklin, John Fitch, Bob 
Gerard’ and Mike Hawthorn. For 1955 the 
Moss "Maser" was fitted with Dunlop mag- 
nesium-alloy wheels and disc brakes (these 
ad been adopted in 1954 on the Owen car 
referred to below) and his mechanic Alt 
Francis also experimented with SU fuel 
Anjection. In 1956 Moss had 2508 converted 
back to wire wheels before selling it and he 
drove it to victory in this form at Aintree and 
the Crystal Palace. 

‘The Owen Organisation bought 2509 and 
faced it while work progressed on the new 
2500 cc BRM. Ken Wharton drove this car 
in 1954, ut it was plagued by mechanical 
troubles’ and failed to achieve any success. In 
1955, Collins signed up with the Owen 
Organisation and drove 2509 to victory in the 
Daily Express Trophy at Silverstone. Mike 
Hawthorn drove it into third place in tne 
1986 Argentine Grand Prix and on its return 
to Europe it was sold to Jack Brabham. Jack 
reckoned that the car was in such poor shape 
that to put it right was more than he could 
possibly afford and he sold it very quickly. 
It was with this car that Chris Amon gained 
his early motor racing experience in New 
Zealand. 

Mercedes-Benz still dominated Grand Prix 


racing in 1955 and won every one of the 
year’s Championship races spart from Monaco 
where Trintignant’s Ferrari was the winner. 
For Maserati, whose team was now led by 
Jean Behra, it was a dismal year that brought 
no real success. Technical developments were 
limited to the introduction of a five-speed 
gearbox and a new streamlined car which 
Behra drove into fourth place in the Italian 
Grand Prix at Monza. Luigi Musso was the 
team's most successful driver and apart from 
@ third place in the Dutch Grand Prix, he 
scored seconds at Bordeaux (where Behra 
was the winner), Naples and Siracusa. In fact 
the Siracusa" performance represented 
humiliating defeat rather than success, for 
Musso. and his team-mates were soundly 
trounced by the British Connaught driven by 
young dental student Tony Brook 

‘At one race in 1955, the Oulton Park Gold 
Cup, Stirling Moss drove a works Maserati 
In piace of Behra who had been badly Injured 
in the Tourist Trophy. Moss scored a fine 
victory from Hawthorn's  Ferrari-entered 
Lancia and this was an omen for the coming 
season, for on Mercedes’ retirement from 
racing Stirling returned to Modena; a pre- 
viously happy relationship was | quickly 
renewed, Jean Behra was content to give up 
the role of team-leader but stayed with 
Maserati, and the team was invigorated with 
new energy and enthusiasm. 

Behra started the season well with a good 
second place in the Argentine Grand Prix, 
land Moss scored the works team's first victory 
of the year at Goodwood where he won the 
Glover Trop y with a car fitted experimentally 
with Bosch/OM fuel injection. Although the 
fuel injection boosted power output, it also 
Increased fuel consumption to the point that 
the car could not run through most Grands 
Prix without a pit stop and as a result it 
was not persevered with. 

‘At Monaco Moss scored his second ever 
World Championship race win (the first was 
with a Mercedes at Aintree in 1955) and after 
his own car had shed a rear wheel at Spa, 
he took over team-mate Cesare Perdisa's 250F 
(© finish third. The 250F usually had a central 

but Moss's works car was fitted 
s was Perdisa’s 


third. in the 
French race and third at Silverstone. In the 
British Grand Prix Moss ted unl 
mechanical trouble ended his fast run and he 
and Behra were second and third to Fangio's 
Lancia-Ferrari at the Nurburgring. 

‘As the season progressed, it became in- 
creasingly obvious that the 250F lacked the 
sheer speed of the rival V-8 from Maranello 
and Maserati, with the additional spur of a 
financial reward for any new Italian car to 
appear at the race, hastily built two new 
cars in time for the final round of the Cham- 
pionship at Monza. Although the basic layout 
was unchanged, the engine was now mounted 
at an angle of five degrees to the centre-line 
of the car; this permitted the propshaft tc 
un diagonally across the floor of the cockpit 
land the seating position to be lowered along- 
side the shaft. The body was lower and 
smoother, with a long nose, higher cockpit 
sides and a very shapely tail and fairing 
formed by the fuel tank. 

‘The 1956 Italian Grand Prix was run on 
the combined road and banked track at 
Monza, the Lancia-Ferraris were plagued by 
tyre and steering arm failures and Moss won 
the race; but it was a near-run thing for he 
fan out of fuel on the circuit (the tank was 
leaking), was given a push by private Maserati 
driver Piotti that set him coasting back to 
‘the pits and regained the lead after the steer- 
ing broke on Musso's Lancia-Ferrari. 

For 1957 Maserati built a team of three so- 
called “lightweight” cars inspired by the 
Monza model. The chassis of one of the new 
cars was, however, constructed from tubing of 
much smaller diameter and the engines were 
mounted straight in the frames. The bodies 
had the same general lines, but alr was 
directed to the three Weber twin-choke car- 
Duretters by a long intake on the right-hand 
side of the nose cowling. The 1957 cars, 
chassis numbers 2527, 2528 and 2529, are 


Battle of the Giants : in the 1957 Italian GP Fangio lead 
Evans’ Vanwall, Godia-Sales and Halford (whose Maseré 
Vanwall (above). Stirling Moss’ new privately run 250F 


of 250Fs, for they repre- 
in its most competitive and 
eft 


to drive for the Vanwall 


team the three lightweight cars were 
driven by Fangio, Bebra and Harry Schell. At 
‘most races a fourth car, usually 2501 that had 


been rebuilt in 1956 with long-nose bodywork, 
was entered for Mediteguy or Scarlatti. In 
1986 [Maserati had marred their ‘chances of 
success by trying to incorporate modifications 
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from Tony Brooks’ Vanwall. Close behind come Lewis 
‘have been lapped), Behra’s V12 Maserati and Moss 
‘the 1954 Silverstone International Trophy (below). 


in the team cars during the season. No ex- 
perimental work was carried out on the team 
‘cars as such in 1957 and as a result they were 
both better prepared and much more reliable. 

‘The Ferrari team was unable to regain the 
fine form that It had displayed the previous 
year and during the early part of 1957, 
Maserati dominated Grand Prix racing. Fangio 
won both the Argentinian and Buenos Aires 
City Grands Prix and Behra scored a victory 
at Pau. Another win for Fangio followed st 
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Monaco where Moss's Vanwall crashed and 
the Lancia-Ferraris of Collins and Hawthorn 
ran into the debris. In the French Grand Prix, 
held on the difficult and testing Rouen circu! 
Juan Fangio demonstrated that he was stili 
lat the peak of his form and revelling in a 
virtuoso display of controlled power slides 
through Rouen's high-speed corners, scored 
what was probably the most impressive victory 
of his long career. Musso scored Ferrari's 
‘only victory of the season in the non-Cham- 
plonship Rheims race, but Bebra took second 
place with a 1986 250F. 

‘Then came the European Grand Prix at 
Aintree and a sharp reversal of Maserati 
fortunes. All three Maseratis retired with 
mechanical failures (Behra's engine blew up 
while he was leading the race) and Moss 
Came through to score a magnificent victory 
with the Vanwall that he had taken over 
from team-mate Brooks. The Vanwalls were 
‘out of the picture at the Nurburgring because 
of suspension problems and the race developed 
into a straight fight between Fangio and 
Ferrari drivers. Hawthorn and Collins. The 
Argentinian bad started the race with = half- 
full tank and after stopping to refuel and 
for new rear tyres, he rejoined the race in 
third place. For the first three laps after his 
pit stop, Fangio made no impression on the 


leading Lancla-Ferrari drivers who were lulled 
into a state of false security. Then he dramati- 
cally lowered his lap time, closed right up on 
the leaders and forged ahead to score his 
fourth Championship. win of the season, 
‘Vanwall superiority reasserted itself at 
Pescara, a race included in the Championship 
series in 1957 only, and Fangio was beaten 
into second place. It was much the same 
story at Monza where Jean Behra drove the 
few V-12 Maserati on only its second race 
Outing. After a flerce struggle Moss won for 
‘Vanwall, Fangio was beaten Into second place 
and Bebra retired the V-12 car with internal 
‘engine damage caused by overheating. Despite 
Vanwall's successes in the latter part of the 
fifth World 


had achieved their 
trouncing Ferrari, Jean Behra rounded of an 
exciting year with victories in the non-Cham- 
pionship Modena and Moroccan Grands Prix. 
Because of financial difficulties, Maserati 
withdrew from racing at the end of 1957 and 
the Intended successor to the 250F, the V-12 
car using the same chassis, was never raced 
‘on a regular basis. Development work did 
not ‘cease altogether, however, and during 
1958 Maserati produced a new 6-cylinder car 
‘with shorter wheelbase and lighter chassis 
Known as the “Piccolo.” Th 
was financed by American 
Buell, first appeared in practice 
1988 ‘and was raced at Rheims by Fangio on 
woat was {0 prove his last race appearance ; 
he took fourth place after a pit stop. Scuderia 
Buell fielded a “Piccolo” car at Monza and 
Casablanca and then took two to race in 
New Zealand where they were later sol 
“The final expression of the 250F theme was 
the Tec-Mec, based on factory development 
work, but completed at Studio Tec-Mec by 
igner Valerio Colottl. The 
‘by Fritz d'Orey in the 
y_ the 
‘com: 
pletely outdated; ‘uncompetitive at 
Sebring and retired early in the race. This 
‘car made no further International appearance 
‘and was later acquired by Tom Wheatcroft, 
From 1958 onwards the now obsolescent 
250Fs gradually faded from the racing scene, 
but never quite disappeared. As late as 1960 
Gino Munaron drove a 250F into third place 
in the Buenos Aires City Grand Prix and Bob 
Drake rounded off the model's history by 
Griving 2529 into thirteenth place in the 1960 
United States Grand Prix, the last race of th 
formula, Even after the 2500 ce formula 
‘came to an end, cars were still raced in New 
Zealand. The Vintage Sports Car Club did 
not admit cars built between 1954 and 1960 
to Historic racing car events until 1965, but 
‘one 250F mas to by-pass the rules. 
Spero raced car 2504 at an earlier date when 
i masqueraded as a 1953 car. This wi 
almost acceptable, for 2504, raced first by 
Bira” and later by Horace Gould and Bruce 
Halford, bore the same chassis number as the 
AGSSG with 250F engine raced by Bira in the 
early part of the 1954 seasor 
‘Initially the 250Fs dominated Historic rac- 
ing car events, but they cannot match the 
engine power of Corner’s 3-litre Aston Martin 
DBRé or the cornering power of the Lotus 
168. 


Some Maserati Lap Times at Silverstone 
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Not 
Gt Im 452s (100,16 mph) in July, 1953, remained unbroken until May, 1956, when Mike 
Hawthorn (BRM) lapped in 1m 43s (102.3 mph). 


The outright Silverstone record set 


By Gluseppe Farina (“Thin Wall Special ” Ferrari) 
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Road test 


by John Bolster 


The big machine (s reasonably nimble through corners and rolls surprisingly little 


The Toyota Crown — a 
well made, roomy 


five seater 


Jack Brabham, the master of the one-word 
interview, once used to “do” a road test 
column in a newspaper. On one occasion, 

k Jack returned a car and the secretary 
poised for dictation. “Not a bad ol” nail, 
Said the master of the five-word road test, 
and strode away. 

When I first took over the big Toyota, 1 
thought that it was going to be just another 
ol" Japanese ail. After using it for a week, 
1 found that it was a most likeable car of 

back with 


marked personality and T- gave 
regret 

Some people prefer big cars, and the 
Toyota Crown is certainly that. The rear 
passengers have ample room to stretch their 
legs when the front seats are right back, and 
the luggage boot is vast. Yet, the Crown 
does not have the excessive’ width that 
‘makes most big cars unwieldy in heavy 
trafic. There is a minimum of decoration, 
except for the rather aggressive frontal treat 
ment, and I found the stainless steel wheel 
trim ‘quite smart. 

‘The body is well finished with an attractive 
interior and the amount of equipment—all 
standard and not extra—is almost beyond be- 
Hef. Such things as power-assisted steering, 
3-speaker AM/FM radio with its antenna built 
into the laminated screen, tinted glass and an 
electrically heated rear window, remote elec- 
tric locking of all doors and boot lid, cigar 
lighters and ash trays in front and rear com- 
Partments, and a locking petrol filler cap, are 
just a few of the provisions for the occupants’ 
‘comfort. ‘There are lights everywhere and 
warnings of anything untoward, such as the 
failure of a rear-or stop-light bulb, while a 
shrill buzzer warns of any door not properly 
closed when one inserts the key. There is 
more expensive model which also has full air 
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conditioning, including a refrigerated compart 
ment for food in the bor 
Mechanically, the car is quite orthodox 


though of particularly sturdy. construction 
The in-line six-cylinder engine has a chain: 
driven overhead camshaft and a seven-bearing 
counterbalanced crankshaft, the unit looking 
‘exceptionally large for only 2863 cc. A Toyo- 
slide 3-speed automatic transmission is 


The 


fs a minimum of decoration except for the rather aggressive frontal treatment. 


standard, with a well-placed central selector 
lever. 

In front, there are wishbones, coll springs 
and an anti-roll bar. Behind, the hypold axle 
is particularly well located. Two hefty box: 


section trailing arms are attached beneath 
the axle and a single tubular torque-resisting 


arm is on top, just to the right of the diff: 
erential, with very large rubber bushes giving 
some compliance. There is a transverse Pan: 
hard rod, and coll springs with telescopic 
dampers complete the assembly, The brakes 
are discs in front, with a control valve for the 


jar drums and servo assistance 
The engine starts at once after a frosty 
night in the open but it Is possible to stall 
it just after the automatic choke has ceased 
to operate. Quite remarkably smooth and 
quiet, the overhead camshaft unit Is mated 
with an automatic transmission that sults It 
perfectly. This automatic is exceptionally 
smooth and jerk free but it has a delight- 


AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 17, 1974 


Road test 


fully responsive kick-down, giving an almost 
imperceptible change into'second on partial 
depression of the accelerator or an instant 
leap forward in bottom gear if the pedal is 
stamped down to the floor. 

‘The big, fully-equipped car is somewhat 
heavy and one would not expect dragster 
acceleration. However, the quiet engine has 
quite a useful power output and the car 
feels lively when the unit is allowed to rev. 
‘The maximum speed of 102 mph is ample 
for most of the people who will buy such 
a car. Of course, 8 BMW at three times the 
price would beat it quite easily, but so what 
‘The Toyota is £1,100 cheaper ‘than the big 
Volvo and. costs '€120 less than the Ford 
Granada GXL. It is probably quieter than any 
of those cars when cruising at 80 mph or 
#0 and must represent outstanding value for 
money. 

‘Though intended for the family man, the 
car handles very well. The power-assisted 
Steering is not excessively light, as Is so 
often the case, and a useful amount of feel 
is left to give the driver confidence, Though 
Rot @ sports car, the big machine is reason: 
ably nimble through corners and rolls sur- 
prisingly little, It understeers moderately and 
the well-located back axle is exceptionally 
well behaved. The ride, on the other hand, is 
On the hard side and bad roads can definitely 


igual el elcoe let 
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*| [Toyota Crown 2600 (automatic) | 
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Left, the quiet engine has quite a useful power output and the car 
‘and the driving position (s good. The three-speaker AM/FM radio (s standard. 


tbe felt, For those who prefer a fairly firm 
Fide, the big Toyota will be quite suitable, 
for there is no sick-making wallowing. The 
good handling has evidently been chosen in 
Preference to soft suspension, for with a 
live axle it is very difficult to achieve both at 

‘There s some bump-chump but road noise 
s generally well supressed, though some 
wind noise is noticeable as the maximum 

is approached. The brakes are ve 


is appreciated, but the pedal is rather light 
‘The hand brake easily locks the rear wheels 
and of course there is also the parking posi- 
tion on the gear selector, The speedometer 
actually reads slightly slow, which is rare 
Indeed. 

The seats are comfortable and the driving 
position is good, though a very tall driver 
might be a lati bit cramped. The heating and 
Ventilation are very effective, giving warm 
toes and cool breathing air simultaneously, 
while it is possible to change over to re- 
circulation during diesel pollution. As a music 
lover, I was a little disappointed with the 
elaborate radio installation, but perhaps 
needed tweaking. 

L enjoyed driving the big Toyota because it 
is such an effortless car. It does not seem 
bulky in narrow lanes or heavy in traffic 
but it is big enough to give all the occupants 
plenty of space. It is steady at 100 mph 
and does not sound at all highly stressed, but 
Considerably less fuel is used if a cruising 


1s lively when the unit ts allowed to rev. Right, the seats are comfortable 


speed of 80 mph is chosen. 

‘The Toyota Crown 2600 Is a well-made, 
impressive car, capable of carrying five people 
‘and all thelr luggage in ease and silence. Its 
elaborate equipment adds to the comfort of 
the passengers and I shall miss the driver 
controlled locking and unlocking of all four 
doors when I return to my own car, For the 
man who requires a good, big car, this must 
be quite a proposition. 

‘Oh, I forgot to mention that Toyotas have a 
new £2} million spare parts complex at Craw- 
Tey and 150 agents throughout the country, 

you're unlikely ¢o have to wait long for 
bits and pieces 


oe ey he 


Fert cinsumptiom 17 ta" Zi mes. 


The Crown does not have the excessive width that makes most big cars unwieldy in heavy 


Your guide 
tothe 
‘Toyota Collection. 


Tencars.Each equipped with alittle more than youre used to. 


Corolla 1200 Estate £1220 Corolla 1200 Coupé £1291 Corolla 1200 Saloon £1152 


Automatic £1255 


Celica 1600 ST A speed) £15 578 Coron MkII Saloon£1638 Corona 2000 MkIIEstate £1770 Grown 2600 Slo m1 £2327 
Gspeed) £1659 Automatic £1774 dal £2767 


mended tail price ne. car tax and V.A-T. 
(eatbcianhdaey ees 


TOYOTA 


Toyota (GB) Limited, 
32 Purley W. ay, ; Croydon, Surrey 
RO 4XJ 01-681 1921 


Crown 2600 Estate £2515 Crown 2600 Coupe £2437 
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‘The Alexis Mk 238 Formula Ford model. 
ALEXIS : szs.ce tis tatovsmon, Grange. ymutacre 
Coleshill, Birmingham. Tel: Furnace End 401. 
Designer/Sales Contact: Allan Taylor. 
ble: Mk 238 FF, £2250; Mk 24 Super Vee, price on appli- 
FA/F3, price on application, 


The Bladon Supersports roced last year. 
Tob Cochran, Bladon Lodge, Newton Solney, 
BLADON:: Dervsatire: et: Burton-on-Trent 07670, 
Designer: Brian Lisles, Sales Contact: Rob Cochran 
aiiMler BRED Supersports: Formula, price on ap 


er 
yea 


Crossle’s 25F Formula Ford model. 


CROSSLE: mses att Ses 
2 Knocknagoney, Holywood, Co Down. Tel: 
Belfast 63332. 

Designers: John Crossié and Leslie Drysdale. Sales Contact: Colin Scott. 
Models available: 25F FF, rolling chassis with gearbox, £1695; 28F 
FA/B, price on application. 


Dastle’s 1973 F3 car. 

DAST LE? re eran Ee Tye oaares, bene 
2 Send, Woking, Surrey. Tel: Ripley (048643) 3580. 

Designer/Sales Contact: Geott Rumble. 

Model available: Type I F3, price on application. 


Brabham's victorious BT44 F1 car? 


BRABHAM:: ‘isi’ wisn? iyaser? Roa 


Weybridge, Surrey. Tel: Weybridge 46626, 
Designer: Ian Gordon Murray 
‘Model available: BT44 Fl, price on application. 


=} 


Chevron’s B26 on its way to winning in South Africa. 


CHEV PRONE scice"Lancs ret wolton 45181; Telex: 
Designer Derek Bennett, Sales Contact: Grahame Whi 


Models available: B26 2-litre sports car, rolling chassis with gearbox 
£6500; B27 F2 rolling chassis with gearbox, £5000; B27 FA rolling 
chassis with gearbox, £4500; B28 F5000 rolling chassis with gearbox, 
£7250. 
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Davrian’s Modsports winning Mk6. 


DAVRIAN:: 2272, Siemens .U,.65, Noah St 
= Clapham, London SW4, Tel: 01-622 8633. 
Designer/Sales Contact: Adrian Evans, 
Model available: Mk 7 complete less tyres, wheels, engine and gear- 
box, £1000; complete £2000, 


The Dulon MPISB Formula Ford model. 

DULON: ™27ecn29,?1203ss Lia, Lower Brosdway, Dia- 
cot, Berkshire. Tek: Didcot (023 581) 4564. 

Designer: Andrew Duncan. Sales Contact: Leslie Margetts. 

Model available: MP15B FF complete, £2398. 
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The F1300 RBT Dutton at the Showboat, 


DUTTON: 2s ecge = ho 


Designer: Tim Wooley. Sales Contaet: Tony Addison. 
Model available: RBT F1300 less wheels, engine, suspension and tyres 
£295, 


Elden's F3 PRH/15. 


ELDEN: 


(0732) 823164. 


Design Formula (Wrotham) Ltd, Tower Garage, 
Wrotham Hill, Wrotham, Kent. Tel: Fairseat 


Contact: Brian Hampsheir. 
2 PRH/10C FF less engine and gearbox £1650; PRH/14 
Super Vee less engine and gearbox, £1980; PRH/15 F3, price on 
application; PRH/1SA FA, price on application. 


GRD's F3 373 used last year 
GRD = $7227, Facing, Developments Lt, Griston, Norfolk, Tet: 
Watton 881 521. Telex: GRD Griston 975331 

Designers: Jo Marquart, John Harris and Moto Mariwaki, 

Sales Contacts: Richard Vignoles (overseas) and Derek Wild. 

Models available: S74 2-litre sports car less engine, €5852; 274 F2 
less engine, £4866; B74 FA less engine, €4081 Inc VAT; 374 lef engine 
Inc VAT, £3846, 


Gryphon’s latest Supersports car on the Showboat, 
Gryphon Cars, Somersham Rd, St Ives, 


GRYPHON ? famosas: eee (ts iad 


Designer: Andy Diamond. Sales Contacts: Andy Diamond/Ted Jarvis. 
Models available: C4A Supersports class A, £1675; C4B Supersports 
class B, £1515. 


Brian Henton took the 1973 F3 Ensign to victory at Brands Hatch. 
ENSIGN : 22%, 2, Racine, Sigtion Ba, tndustrat 

Estate, Wallingford, Berks. Tel: Wallingford 
(049 13) 3142. 


Designer: Mo Nunn. Sales Contact: Peter Bloore. 
Models available: F3, £3600; FA, £3800, 


Ginetta’s pretty G15 in racing trim. 


GINETTA: Streit 5. 
Designer/Sales Contact: fvor Walkett 
Modet available: G18 modsports, £2350. 
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The Hawke DL I's of John Murphy and Syd Fox at Mallory, 
HAWKE : B28, Zaincering, 4, Swain’s Factory, Crane 
= Meed, Ware, Herts. Tel: Ware 5931/2. 


Designer /Sales Contact: David Lazenby. 
Model available: DL 11 FF rolling chassis, £1725 


Derek Bell drives the Hageispeed during the Clubman’s test day. 


HAGGISPEED :  Ssiecnt2 “sz 
El comer erat eas 
Bae So chee Gp 

Soesear cea ena 

Segoe onsen an aes Gove. oe 
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Huron’s latest Formula Ford, the SSFP2. 

HURON ¢ Be 23.Si.co.tts, Sime, Enis, Bytect 
= Rd, Cobham, Surrey. Tel: Cobham 5460. Telex: 

Cob Ash 928334. Designer: Mike Chambers 

Sales Contacts : Mick Spong and John Benefield. 

Models available: SSFP2 FF complete, £2100; SSAP3 FA less engine 

£3300; 2CSP5 2-litre sports car less engine, £4400; SS3P3 F3, price on 

‘ation; 2CSP 2 turbo/3 litre sports proto, price on application. 


4S 


The 1973 Hustler, from which the '74 model will be developed. 


HUSTEER Le Rd, Pot 
{ters Bar, Herts. Tek Potters Bar 54561 
Designer/Sales Contact: Richard Groombridge 

Models available: SS4 Supersports Classes A or B, prices on application. 


The prototype Image for Formula Ford. 


IMAGE ¢ 30 Sin. Lie Neverot Estate, Tanemere Sussex 


Tek: Halnaker 446 
Designer/Sales Contact: Alan Langridge. 


Model available: Image FF1 F! 


The Jet Gaz Jamun FF car, well known on British tracks. 


JAMUN: 222 Lodge, 
1 Bush Rd, Cuxton, Rochester, Kent. Te: Medway 
59158. Designer: Tony Mundy. Sales Contact: Mike Sirett 

Model available: T3/C FF, price on application. 
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The Konig Heath FF car at the Showboat. 
Konig Heath Engineering Ltd, 


KONIG HEATH ® eons 'se"tondon swe 


Tek: 01-720 3101. Designer: Len Wimhurst. Sales Contact: Ian Heath. 


Model available: FF, over £2000. 


The successful Lola T340 Formula Ford model 

LOLA + Sih ie Bete tae aiehtS 
= Huntingdon PEI8. 7DS. Tel: Huntingdon 51301. 

Designer: Eric Broadley. Sales Contact: Derek Ongaro. 

Models available: 1294 2 litre sports car rolling chassis, £6500; T322 

Super Vee rolling chassis, €2875; T332 F5000 rolling chassis, £7250; 

1340 FF rolling chassis, €1855; T360 FA rolling chassis, £4500, 


Hull, 


John Nicholson in the FA/BP championship winning Lyncar. 

LYNCAR 2 cnet Saal Huntercombe 
2 Lane North, Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks. 

Office Tel: Burnham 5808. Works Tel: Burnham ‘5183. 

Designer: Martin Slater. Sales FA: Martin Slater or Bill Stone (Bicester 

42618). Sales Fi: Martin Slater or John Nicholson (01-572 3232) 

Models available: FA less engine, £4400; Fi, negotiable; F500. 


Frank Syiner's Mk 12 U2 from which the 1974 models will be developed. 

MALLOCK U2: chee 
Roade, Northampton, NN7 

2PB. Tel: Roade (0604) 862416. Designer: Arthur Mallock. 

Models Available: Mk 14 (live axle) or Mk 15 (De Dion) Supersports 

Class A complete, £2767; Supersports Class B, approx £1767. For De 

Dion add £210. F4, F120, F3, etc, built, price on application. 
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Martini’s Mk 12 which had s0 much success this year. 


Two FF MREs at Silverstone last year. 


MRE ¢ MRE, (Components) Led, 1 Station Ra, Bourne End, 
Bucks. Tel: Bourne End (062 85) 22802. 

Designer: Max Bostrom. Sales Contact: Jim Gleave 

Models Available: 74F FF rolling chassis, £1800; 74A FA less engine, 

£3500. 


MARTINI « i3i278%3,.28.28 Couns France, Tet 
Designer/Sales Contact: Tico Martini 
Models Available: Mk 14 F3 price on application; F Renault, price on 


application. 


74B which will cost £4585. 
ARCH ¢ March, znzineering Li, Murdock Ra. Bicester, 

5 _ Oxfordshire. Tel: Bicester 3993. Telex: 83553. 
yner: Robin Herd. Sales Contact: Sandro Angeler! 
Models Available: 748 2 litre sports car, £6775; 742 
5000, £7250; 74B FA, £4585; 743 F3, €3785. 


F2, £5175; 


The Nike Mk 10 which is the company's latest FF 


NIKE: Sitalis Entincering and Development Ltd, 35 


Meddon St, Bideford, North Devon. Tel: Bideford 
2991 


Designers: M. Erwood and K. Nicholls. Sales Contact: K. Nicholls. 
Models Available: Mk 10 FF, price on application; Mk 11 F3, price on 
application. 


Modus’ first product, the M1 for F3. 

MODUS ¢ terol Ba Buchs Mnetford, a 
3 Watton, Thetford, Norfolk. Tel: Watton 851478 

Designer /Sales Contact: Jo Marquart 

Models Available: MI F3, £3600; M1 FA, £4100, 


Clapham's own FF Ray 


RAY: 2.25 


Tek: 01-720 6: 
Designer/Sales Contact: Bert Ray. 
Model available: 74F FF, £1900. 


65 North St, Clapham, London SW4 


care) 


ue wf 


‘The Mk 25 is the 1974 FF car from Merlyn. 
Colchester Racing Development Ltd, Little 


MERLYN & semis catthenter Cor ase tasee “Fee 


Great Bentley (0206) 250307 and 250535. Telex: 987160. 
Designers: Team Merlyn. Sales Contact: Selwyn Hayward. 

Models Available: Mk 25 FF, approx £2195; also available F3, FA, FB, 
sports cars. 
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‘The Costello CanAm model marketed by Rawlson. 
Rawison Ltd, Coombe Valley Rd, Dover, 


RAWLSON : ken'ciitorw ra. bose Sbses7 


Designer: Roger Parker. Sales Contact: Roger Hurst (Folkestone 51655) 
and David Saville Peck (British Columbia). 

Models available: CR10 2 litre sports car less engine, £5250; Costello 
CanAm less engine, £5500, 


OsTELLG 
"= 
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The Rondel F2 car raced last year as a Motul 
RONDE L :: ra" rese"Miaworn, Middx, “rox “ovae 
5056 


Designer: Ray Jessop. Sales Contact: Ron Dennis. 


Models avallable: F2, price negotiable; RJ101 FI, price negotiable. 


pa 


—— 


The Royale RP 20 can be used for either F2, FA or F3. 


ROYALE ¢ exe's ine, Reval Work, Unie 70 


Little Staughton Airfield, Little Staughton, 
nr Bedford, Beds. Tek Colshworth 509. 

Designer: Hob King. Sales Contact: Alan Cornock. 

Models available: RPIGA FF less engine, from £1265 plus VAT; RP 18A. 
Super Vee less engine, £1825 plus VAT; RP20 F2 less engine, from 
€3500 plus VAT; RP20'F3 less engine, €3300 plus VAT; RPI7 sports 
car less engine from £2800 plus VAT. 


The latest TS 16 testing in South Africa. 

SURTEES 2 ren see eeStation Ra Bem 
= bridge, Kent. Tel: Edenbridge (073 271) 

373, 

Designer: Team Surtees Ltd. Sales Contact: John Surtees. 

Models available: TS 16 Fl, F2 and F5000, price on application 


Derek Bell pute the St Bruno through its paces at Silverstone. 
nbury Foley, 174 Th 


ST BRUNO: Siitom, tondén, ‘Ets. "ra 


516 
Designer/Sales Contact: Barry Foley. 
Models avallable: Clubman’s Supersports rolling chassis, £2200. 


Grove, 
01-594 


SUPERNOVA: Siri. 'ihtstost Sct 


Designer/Sales Contact: Ian Williams. 
Models available: Super Vee less engine, approx £2750 inc. VAT. 
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Production Terrapins are now to be built in Barbados. 

TERRAPIN : 222, 2ter™ ot, Tortie, Nest 
= View, Horsforth, Leeds, Tel: Horsforth 

726 

Designers: Allan Staniforth and Richard Blackmore. Sales Contacts: UK 

(for book "High Speed Low Cost’ and plans to build) Patrick Stephens 

Ltd, Bar Hill, Cambridge. Barbados: Ralph Williams, Warrens, St 


Michael, Barbados. 
Models ‘available: Mk 1A s/seater; Mk 5 2 seater; Mk 6 s/seater for 


Caribbean. 


Trojans latest F5000 car, the T102. 


TROJAN © ois 424, Racing, Caz Division, 87, Bede 
dington Lane, Croydon CRO 4TD. Tel: 01-689 

0788, Telex: TWOFOUR UK LDN 21138. 

Designer: Ron Tauranac. Sales Contact: W. Meace. 


‘Model available: T102 F500 less engine, £7000. 


Van Diemen’s first year in FF has been one of great success. 


VAN DIEMEN ¢ 2" 2ictsnssegstons! Bec 


ing Ltd, Chalk Rd, Snetterton, 
Norfolk. Tel: Quiddenham 270. 
Designer/Sales Contact: Ralph Firman. 


Model available: RF74 FF, £2300 


a 


TROJAN LTD. RACING DIVISION 


now offer their 


1974 T102 
FORMULA 5000 


For early delivery 


A new 1973 Formula Il — Rolling Chassis — with or without 
transmission. To accept BDA or Vega. Would make an ideal 
Formula Atlantic Car. 
For full specifications and details contact : 
W. Meace 
TROJAN LIMITED 
87 Beddington Lane, CROYDON, CRO 4D. 
Tel: 01-689 0788/9. 
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FORMULANEE ASSOCIATION 


VW GOLD CUP CASTROL GTX TROPHY 


2A) elles 11 Aug Karlskogar 28 April Nurburgring 21 July Diepholz 
19 May Nurburgring 18 Aug Keimolar 5 May Mantrop Park 1 September Avus 
3 June Saltzburgring 22 Sept Silverstone 9 June Hockenheim 15 Sept Norrsring 
23 June Zolder 29 Sept Hockenheim 30 June Oesterreich- 

4 Aug Nurburgring ring 


in addition to the 15 national championship advents 


Furthrer details of Calendars and prize funds: FORMULA VEE ASSOCIATION, Volkswagen House, Brighton Road, Purley, 
Surrey. 01-668 4100. 


c—~——= Van diemen international 


Racing Service LTD} ARCH MOTOR 


& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 
REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE, 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 


Tel: 0480 4502/51116 


18 in the construction of Both mondcoque and tubular racing car 
production quent 


i 
i 


NOR 10X UK 


van diemen fa73 ff 


British BOC Championship Winners 1973 
Scottish Championship Winner 1973. 


‘Austrian Championship Winner 1973, 


For details of this winning car contact 
Ralph A. Firman 
a ee a ee ee eee 


COMPETITION 
WHEELS LTD. 


Manutacturers and suppliers of 
Magnesium Racing wheels to : 


[eos eee 
ae ae ee ee ne ee 


VEGANIUNE (Racing Engines) Ltd 


announce their 2-litre (twin-cam based) 
Formula Three engine. 


Limited number 
Conversion 


EGANTUNE \geesam 


Tel: Spalding (0775) 4946. 


Surtees Formula One 

March F2 

Alpine F2, F3 Sports Prototypes 
Elf Coombs F2 

Martini F3 

Modus F3 

MRE F3 


See the immaculate 


jemwood Pesentation 
of 


We will have shortly available A NEW RANGE OF 
DIE-CAST WHEELS for which trade enquiries are 
welcome. 


IAN BRACEY’S/LLOYDS’ 
IBEC P2 


== = 
Also available cheap brand new sand cast 8”, 10” 
11”, 14° and 15” x 13” diameter rims, suitable— 
March, Brabham etc. 
Tel : Burnham (06286) 5672 
Max Broxstrom or Mike Knight 
or write 361 Bath Road, Slough, Bucks. 


on stand 72 


Prepared for the Evening News Showboat 


by 
JEMWOOD CARS LIMITED, 
SILVERMERE FARM ESTATE, BYFLEET ROAD. 
COBHAM, SURREY. 


‘TELEPHONE: COBHAM 4968, 
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D 


OULON! 


1972 


‘1st BOC Championship 
1st Daily Express Championship 
1st Formula Ford Festival 

BP Superman of 1972 
Grovewood Award DULON LDS 


1973 


1st STP Championship 
1st, 2nd, 3rd Welsh FF 
Championship 

1st, 3rd South West FF 
Championship 

Joint 1st Welsh FL Championship 
1st Italian Championship 
Vandervel Award 

Peter Collins Memorial Trophy 
Chris Bristow Memorial Trophy 


1974 


DULON MP15B 


LES MARGETTS and !AN TAYLOR U.S.A. & CANADA SOUTH AFRICA 
MAXPERENCO PRODUCTS LTD. DANNY FENNELL RICHARD STERNE 
RICH’S SIDINGS INTERNATIONAL RACING 278 VOORTREKKER ROAD 
LOWER BROADWAY ‘STABLES GEZINA 
DIDCOT PICKENS PLACE PRETORIA 
BERKSHIRE 86 BELVEDERE STREET TRANSVAAL 
ENGLAND SAN RAFAEL 

CALIFORNIA 


Tel No: (415) 457-4270 
ba AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 17, 1974 


—ommO7 
SHTUNE 


FOR MULB FORD RACE HIRE 


S.HARR RAGING 
with ASHTUNE 


For further details write to: 


3 BRIGHTON PLACE, 
BRIGHTON, 
SUSSEX 


Tel: (0273) 25348 
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WORRIED ABOUT THE 
FUEL CRISIS? 


LET M.R.E. TAKE THE 
RISKS 


If you are not prepared to invest in Formula Ford at 
this moment ring or write to us to find out how you 
can race new competitive equipment on a race-by- 
race basis or on a number of races contract. 
Whichever way you arrange it 
No racing then no cost to you 


BUT 


if you are not worried we can still sell you a new car. 


HAVING ACCOMMODATION 
+ PROBLEMS ? 


1000 sq ft ot workshop for rent to one team plus 

furnished flat, and renta space facilities for seven 

cars annually or on a short-term basis. Fully equipped 
workshop in both cases. 


M.R.E. RACING SERVICES LTD. 
STATION ROAD, BOURNE END, BUCKS. 
Tel: Bourne End 22802. 


ROYALE RACING LTD. 


Works, Unit 70, 
ehton Alrfield, 


Ro: 


i ighton, 
Rear Bedford, England 
Telephone: Colmworth 509, 


DEAR CUSTOMER, 


We thank you for your order for a new 1974 Royale 
and can guarantee delivery within 4 weeks from receipt 
of order: 

We can also offer spare parts from stock, a 
comprehensive after-sales and technical back up service 
and excellent chance of success for the forthcoming, 
season. 


Assuring you of our best attention at all times, 


Yours faithfully, 


Alan Cornock 


P.S. If you are also looking for a Formula Atlantic, 
Formula 3, Formula Ford, Super Vee or a Sports Racing 
Car let us know, we shall be delighted to serve you on 

above terms. 


Due to the unprecedented demand for our cars, 
March is continuing to grow. 


Our own standby generator We require permanent staff 
enables us to operate for the following positions: 
5 days a week and offer Machinists 


ample opportunity for 


overtime. Fabricators 


Rates of pay are excellent. Glass Fibre Laminators 


Buyer 


Apply to the FACTORY MANAGER 
Telephone Bicester 3993 


KNOWS It takes skill and experience to style individual racing car bodies like ours, and 


a little something extra to make them efficient. In all its aerodynamic glory a 
wind tunnel developed car will use less fuel, keep the driver, motor and brakes cool, give better straight line 
and comering speed and be more stable under braking and in cross winds. 


THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO STYLING 
SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LIMITED | j 


Manufacturers, Designers and Stylists in glass reintorced plastic. 
REDWONGS WAY, HUNTINGDON TRADING ESTATE, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
TEL : HUNTS 53537-8. 
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Someone to break David Purley's Formula Atlantic lap records. Give your- 
self a real chance with a Lec race engine. We have a number of new and 
race winning secondhand BDA Atlantic engines ready for delivery now. We 
also offer full rebuild facilities. 

Why not ring and ask for full details of specification and prices now. 


Lec Race Engines 


BOGNOR REGIS 25914 


THE FACTS 


FOR 
RACE, RALLY, ROAD AND BOAT 


IRE EATER systems use Dupont FE 1301 (BTM), the safest and most efficient fire extingu 
hant available. FE 1301 is a colourless liquified vapour gos which rae 


.NTLY stops the chain reaction of fire by interfering with the combustion cycle, 
fe water which puts out fire by cooling oF CO; which smothers flame 
On operation @ 
ESIDUE free non-corrosive discharge, which does not obscure vision and can 
breathed safely is 2 gratin 


FIRE EXTINGUISHER FECTIVE for a period in excess of one minute continually replacing agent lost 
SYSTEMS ito the atmosphere 


Please complete and return for details NGINEERED ‘0 sigid specifications. to comply with FIA and RAC 
and tick race, rally, road, boat. requirements, Fire Eater systems have been designed for single seators, 
Sports cars, circuit saloons, rally cars, dragsters, funny cars and even 


Name road cars, these are 


Address VAILABLE jin capacities ranging from 0.7 kilograms to § kilograms 
(larger systems on request) 


HREE methods of operation are offered — mechanical — 
lectrical—electro/mechanical 


As now fitted as original equipment by 
most major constructors. 
charge nozzles, pressure couplings. fixing brackets or 
Straps, flexible hose, etc. being supplied complete, the 
gnly customer item being 4” 0/D x 3/16” bore Bundy 
Tubing 


{LEVANT information on the above systems can be| 
tained by completing the enquiry form below or 
by phone 

RAGES Equipment Corp 

6 


jorth Lane, Aldershot, Hants 
Tel: Aldershot 314746 and 314767 __ 


B=: of installation is made possible by multiple dis- 
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DATSUN WiNs BANDAMA 
RALLY 


1st Herrman/Schuller Datsun 180 SSS 
2nd Larrouse/Dreyfus Datsun 180 SSS coupe 
4th Mitri/Karam Datsun 180 SSS 


€. & T. MOTORS H. GLOVER & SON SHIP SERVICE STATION LAMBS OF FINCHLEY 
ote a a i ag 
e =e hg on =a 


Ely, Cambs tury 
Tol: 0353 2762 Canterbury, Kent 
Tot: Canterbury 710431 
GRAY & ROWSELL FLIGHTS GARAGES LTD MEDWAY MOTORGROUP BISHOPS GARAGES 
LUtuchampton. Sussex ington, Southal, Middlesex Soe 
Tel: 09064 7210 "4 ‘Tol: 01-578 2244 PROC] 


Brighton, Sussex 
Tel: 0273 685985 


OONALDS GARAGES LTD B & G AUTOSALES 
150-64 Burghley Road (HEATHROW) LTD PoarsuN] 
Peterborough 


Tel: 0733 65787 
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Special stage 


Safari — hig interest 


Regulations for the East African 
Safari are out now and already 
several manufacturers are show- 
ing interest. Peugeot will be 
fielding a team of six 504 models 
for drivers Hannu Mikkola, Timo 
Makinen, Ove Andersson, Tony 
Fall, Bert Shankland and Hugh 
Lionnet. BMW are very keen to 
contest the Safari and if resources 
permit there will be a single car 
entry for Achim Warmbold. Fia 

too, have plans for the Safari an¢ 
have already started preparations 
with a 124 Spyder currently in 
the hands of Robin Uylate. Their 
team is likely to be made up of 


Italian works drivers assisted by 
local crews. Porsche have plans 
to send two cars, though as yet 
there is no sponsorship arranged. 
‘The cars are likely to be driven 
by the German and Austrian 
national rally champions to take 
advantage of special concession 
rates. Ford, as reported last week, 
‘will only be assisting Vic Preston 
Junior with the loan of a ci 
Route details are near complete 
and a northern section looping in 
the Lake Rudolf area has caused 
certain groans and rumblings as 
servicing arrangements will be 
prohibitively expensive as well as 
Very difficult to manage. 


Two Datsuns 
for Finland 


Datsun will be entering two cars 
fon the forthcoming MarIboro 
Arctic Rally. The 1200 Sunny 
@riven on the RAC by Shekhar 
Mehta will be going—again for 
Shekhar to drive, with Ensio 
Mikander co-driving. A step down 
in power from their 1000 Lakes 
car but more suitable for this 
snow rally than the 240Z being 
shipped for Harry Kallstrom/ 
Claes Billstam. Earlier this week 
even Datsun GB Competitions 
Manager, Mike Greasley com- 
mented that the 240Z was “hardly 
the most suitable car.” Still, with 
Kallstrom driving, and bearing in 
mind that last’ year's winner 
‘Timo Makinen used a 240 bhp 
fuel injected Monte Carlo Escort, 
the big Datsun should not dis- 
grace itself. Further news from 
Datsun indicates that the new 
and more powerful 260Z will 
appear for the TAP Rally. A team 
of three cars will be driven by 
Harry Kallstrom, Ingvar Carlsson 
and Portuguese Datsun driver 
Mario Figueirego. 


Ontario positions 


Leading contenders in the 
Ontario Rally Championship, Bob 
Lindquist and John Bellefleur 
from Toronto, will be attempting 
to extend thelr lead this week- 
end. when the championship 
Series moves to Kingston for the 
St Lawrence Automobile Club's 
Sand and Shovel Rally. The 250 
mile event is the second round 
in the 1974 series, starting on 
Saturday evening anuary 19) 


and finishing © ‘Sunday 
morning 
Lindquist and Bellefleur hold 


down the top spots in the 
‘Ontario Drivers and Navigators 
Championships by virtue of their 
convincing win on the 124 plus 
124 Rally in Richmond Hill two 
months ago. This weekend they 
will be introducing their new 
Gruen Pacemaker Austin Marina 
rally” car, which has been 
specially built using competition 
parts from British Leyland 
Special Tuning Department in 
England. The new car has just 
been completed at British United 
Automobiles In Toronto. 

© The first nine places in the RAC 
Rally were all cars fitted with 
Bilstein shock absorbers—a_ lot 
of hot air? If you want to fit these 
gas-filled dampers a new agent in 
Sussex is Schofield and Brown 
Ltd, Avis Way, Newhaven. 


accident. 
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Piot’s Renault 17TS on the Bandama before it was eliminated by an 


Rauno Aaltonen (seen above on the RAC) may be driving one of a two- 
car Opel team for the World Cup Rally 


Ford ready for repeat success Arctic 


Ford's Arctic Rally plans are well 
under way now and their three 
car team will be Timo Makinen 
with Erkki Salonen, Hannu Mik- 
kola/John Davenport and Markku 
Alen/likka Kivimaki, Kleber 
Wheelbase winner Jimmy Rae will 
also be there with his ex-Mikkola 
RAC car and Rae will have Jim 
Porter co-driving. 

‘Commenting on Ford participa- 
tlon on the Arctic Rally, Stuart 
Turner said recently: “It may 
seem ironical that, while rallying 


is in abeyance in Britain and 
many other European countries, 
we are going into the first event 
of the 1974 calendar in Finland 
with a works team, But our decl- 
sion was quite logical; the rally 
has been specifically permitted by 
the Finnish Government; we have 
the top Finnish drivers under cot 
tract, and it makes good sense 
that if Britain can fly the flag in 
what is unquestionably a prestige 
event in a country like Finland, 
Ford's rally team should be in 
there fighting.” 


@ Last Wednesday and Thursday 
the paperwork for the frst quali 
fying round of the Ford Rallye 
Sport Club's National Indoor 
Rally Championship left the 
club's offices at South Ockendon. 
The final tally of those keen 
enough ¢o beat the energy crisis 
by “rallying” without fuel totalled 
14,155 individuals, representing 
no. less than 443 clubs. Each 
motor club will declare a champ- 
fon after a further two qualifying 

junds have been held in Feb: 


ruary and March, and those 
champions will meet in national 
farea finals 40 decide an overall 


© A competition in the 1974 Auro- 
srorr Annual, run in an advertise- 
ment form by Ford Rallye Sport 
Dealers, Reed and Co, Torquay, 
offered £5 for the first correct 
answer identifying Gillian Fortes- 
cue-Thomas’ navigator on the 
1973 Rallye Bristowe, The 
“mystery miss” was none other 
than Tony Mason and the winning 
answer was received from Mr D. 
5. Beaumont, Westgate, Tucking 
Mul, Tilsbury near Salisbury. 
Replies were received from all 
over Britain and one entrant from 
Bath identified che “mystery 
miss” as Carolyn Faulder of Nova 
magazine who partnered Gillian 
Fortescue-Thomas in the Avon/ 
Motor Tour of Britain! 

@ Castrol/Avrosront Special 
Stage Rally Championship: The 
address for information and regis- 
tration in the series is: Bric 
Silberman, Castrol Rally Champ- 
jonship Co-ordinator, Clubs 
Department, _ Burmah’ House, 
Pipers Way, Swindon SN3 IRE. 


‘© British Leyland International are 
planning a series of European 
rallies this year. The Tulip and 
the TAP rallies are two likely 
events in the programme. At 
least two cars will enter on each 
occasion and will be split 
between Triumph Dolomite and 
Morris Marina—both types will 
be used. Local BL agents will 
be required to the team 
expenses in most cases, 


© Following a letter from Keith 
O'Dell last week, Ford comment 
that they do not believe that road 
rallying is a " dead-end for ambi- 
tious drivers." The reason that 
their Mexico championship is 
going into stage events is a 
result of a direct approach to 
area organisers who have told 
them that they do not wish to 
have @ commercial championship 
Involved in their road” rallies. 
Ford felt that with the Mexico 
championship they wanted to get 
out and spread the interest 
around at a more general level 
but discovered that the Mexico 
championship as constituted was 
really a matter of a 20-car 
circus. With no interest shown 
by the area organisations, they 
felt. that the performance of 
Markku Alen on the RAC Rally 
was something which prospective 
champions should aim at and 
consequently believe that aid to 
the ranks of special stage rally- 
ing was more likely to bring pro- 
gress within the sport, 

‘One would hope, along with 
Mr O'Dell, that the closure of 
public roads will lead in the 
future to a more honest form of 
road rallying. 


Sports extra 


PROD CAR TRIALS 
Sticky going 


In spite of the fact that their Houghton Con- 
quest venue near Bedford was very wet and 
‘extremely sticky, Cambridge CC managed to 
carry on with their production car trial last 
Sunday. With 26 entries the club's Hallen 
Trophy went to J. R. Bailey in his Abelies 
Special, which dropped 43 marks on 22 
sections, defeating G. W. Wallace in the same 
car by 4 mai 
‘With five cars from a total of 17 in the 
combined first two classes retiring because 
of the conditions (they had a problem even 
getting to some of the sections), a pair of 
Anglias eventually beat a Mini. ‘Victor was 
Glyn Jackson in his 1500 Anglia which 
13 fewer than Geof Jack- 
yw club secretary 
Mike Murray was third with his 998 Minko 


battle was among the five rear- 
engined entries where Robert Last and Mike 
Noble were neck and neck throughout in 
thelr Imps, Last went in to a slight lead early 
on and led by 2 marks at the break. In the 
second half he tried to increase his lead but 
Noble matched his every move and they 
finished on 106 and 108 marks respectively, 

‘ahead of the venerable Renault 850 of 


Frost 


had an exciting duel. They were 
level on 59 marks at the break and finished 
equal on 74 marks, Frost collecting second on 
farthest cleanest. 

Overall: J, R. Bailey (Abelies Special), 43 
marks lost. Class winners: G. Jackson 
(Anglia), 104; R. Last (Imp), G. Ww. 
Wallace (Abslies Special), 47. 


Clan victory 


Although: they only took a decision to go 
ahead with their event six days before 
Stafford & District CC obtained an entry of 
24 for their production car trial at Salt Lodge 


beating Brian Garton's Mini which had the 
Jowest total of the day with 104 marks 
dropped. Garton led his class throughout, 
establishing a 2 mark lead at the halfway 
Stage and steadily opening the gap there- 
after from Kevin Caley who was caught at 
‘the death by Graham Denny, both totalling 
113 marks. Denny tbok second place on 
farthest cleanest. 

T'was a Vitesee v Mexico battle, in the 
where Roy Croft and Brian Roe 
Fada great struggle’ for three quarters. of 
the event. At this point Croft was only a 
mark ahead in his Vitesse but he pulled 
away on the last four to win by 9 marks, 
dropping 138 marks while Roe finished on 147. 
Another Mexico man Peter Forrester was 
third on 164 marks. Another good scrap en- 
livened proceedings among eight rear engined 
cars for Paul Gilbert's Fiat 850 had a strong 
challenge from the Fiat 850 Coupe of Chris 
‘Smith. Gilbert finally won on 131 to Smith's 
133 while David Mason (VW) was third on 
141 marks, 

‘Overall: I. Hogson (Crusader), 108 marks 
Jost. Class winners: B. Garton (Mini), 1 
R. Croft (Vitesse), 138; P. Gilbert (Fiat 850), 
131, 
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Rain causes 
cancellations 


Heavy rain which swept much of the southern 
half of the country last Saturday night and 
‘Sunday morning caused two production car 
trials and a sporting trial to be cancelled. 
Conditions were particularly bad in. the 
Leighton Buzzard area where the All Wheel 
Drivers Club had to abandon their sporting 
trial with an entry of nearly 40 Land-Rovers, 
Jeeps and Haflingers already on site. A 
‘@rowned-out site also snookered Tunbri 
‘Wells MC and in the west country Tavern 
MC abandoned their event near Bristol Air- 
port with near-impossible conditio 


DRAG NEWS... 


Despite the uncertainty and gloom that 
hangs over the country at the moment, Clive 
Lanson Enterprises are going ahead with plans 
to further develop Silverstone and Blackbushe 
for the drag race meetings at the two sites 
this yer 
Silverstone strip, which runs from Wood 
is to have Armco barrier 
banking down one 
distance from the track similar to 
Santa Pod. Drag racing, like other events at 
non-permanent sites, has not been too good 
from the spectator point of view at the fast 
end, because of the distance needed for safety 
between them and the track with rope or 
other temporary barriers. Arrangements in 
the paddock have also been made to speed the 
running of the event with easier access to the 
cars, which last year queued the wrong way 
down the start/finish straight, with the bigger 
cars firing up around Woodcote corner. 
Blackbushe, even now is perhaps best 
known for the Drag fests of "64 and 65, but 
the success of the meetings held there over 
the past few years has once again put it in 
the public eye as the south’s own drag strip. 
ind further improvements are planned there 
part of overall developments to the sit 
fous leisure activities. Tt will still 
‘an aerodrome, however, $0 grandstands 
‘will still come and go with each event, the 
first of which is on April 7th, second round 
of the Castrol/RAC championship. 


Snetterton’s new drag strip will use this 
‘straight in the opposite direction. 

© Meanwhile, Clive Skilton, best known half 
of Clive Lanson Enterprises, is currently in 
Ireland, where, as well as exhibiting his drag- 
ster in the Belfast Motor Show, he will be 
running the car for a BBC film unit—the 
first time that any drag racing vehicle has 
appeared in Ireland to the best of his know- 
ledge 


| 
| 


‘On return the car will undergo extensive 
rebuilding incorporating the latest ideas (one 
of which will be a Lenco two-speed. trans- 
mission). A new Donovan motor will also be 
‘on hand, although at present he is undecided 
‘about which car to At it to. With two regular 
iron block motors, both the team cars will 
have complete spare engines ready to run. 


© Barnet Motor Co, who ran Elans a few 
years ago, and are now heavily involved in 
drag racing with Liam Churchill's Capri funny 
and various customer cars, have been rebuild- 
ing the Accles and Pollock fueler that Roland 
Pratt crashed at Blackbushe last year. ‘The 
damage was not as bad as had at first been 
thought, and with one of the two Donovans 
fitted, should get back into the sixes without 
undue effort, possibly with Fred Whittle as 
driver. It may be remembered that Skilton 
took the car to a 6.8 s against Priddle at the 
"72 Nationals meet at Santa Pod, but the car 
has since missed running in the six second 
range. 


@ This Saturday night (19th) at the Strath- 
‘more Hotel in Luton, Dave Lee Travis and his 
Road Show disco will be on hand to enter- 
tain at the BDR&HRA’s annual dinner/dance, 
As well as many trophies and prize monies 
won during the year, there is the infamous 
Red Light trophy for the dubious honour of 
having jumped the gun a few times too many. 
Competition was actually quite flerce, but 
with five to his credit, Tony Dickson leads 
the table. Films of both the Silverstone and 
Santa Pod Internationals events will also be 
shown, with the Silverstone one in particular 
Surpassing anything made in this country 
before on the subject, 


© Next weekend, the second _ Manchester 
O.Nem irtenee kts Glace at elle Vos 
Costity Se’ tha Seth, tnd guing om Unroush 
weetane gona, apart trom che awual array ‘ct 
Meerods and show? sara yehiclos (vor the rag 
noses orld wil incluse ots ther American 
fecine oct eal priors’ Chevrolet dragster, 
eee Cir "oagesine’ sovel remengioed 
Cpwchacged “Ford, VE. rails, Santa Pods 
Wheciie Stingray, the ‘Stone Racing altered 
steer mee” call ‘which featares. the 
reeset tngine frome the’ altered that ran #0 
sei ea year’ ‘Filme and trade stands come 
vst, les tes, stich opens ct pm on the 
Pricey nish 
First bid win 
Neale Johnstone from Albrighton, ladies’ 

Maredten hen wns the Assbcttion of Mid. 
Tana Motor Clubs” Sprint Chumplonship at his 
Maat mops With te Mint Couper rwening in 
Ser ages '1000' racing’ apecitention hast 
Fates win sae of tows akivere 12, gu 
2mntnimam of 4B points Trors hls best ght 
Getagh and ‘be wea the ‘tle after 4s 
decides with Mike Overton frors Sutton Cold: 
fia’ who coltcte the" sward'In- the, Sports 
Sea gi clans tn ble Marcon 

“Tur ts Jenenone’s ‘second championship. 
sattaaa ot te peat for hn took ble Cooper 
ore. clase wis in suctuesion 2 wis, tne 
South’ Went, Hill Climb Champlonship. based 
srtraate hd at two venues ia Corsa, 

XAT entrants ia the charaplowsnip scored. 
polsta as cs or other of tn Ie rounds aad 
Fatssat provioan "winaens fob, Ravenscratt 
Gate "T1di) winner in 107i, and Rowland 
and (angiisy” who took the title In o73, 
Son stonttbake Chase, Other clase, sana 
Note. David Woodward Gmp) Graham Thom. 
sere oetae toms wood Coopers), Herbert 
Shepnere, “Gaguar, Egos Des. Richardson 
GSpntoy Tobe Stonard (Henley 100/4), Richard 
Peat 2 tacarereh oon: Hinder. teasdady 
tnd ROS. Turnbull (Alesis 2). Ladies" award 
Steer wes bars Jaw Walfesger sive ts’ the 
Soar rose 

caece wil be fenomnind di, the Dbslop 
ibis’ cieh at Fos Denies Guicmegiun, 
Stmusry'30. The 1874 serie of 17 evens’ has 
deca Chctod, and ‘Wil art_on March a4 
Mite ihe Eiooveen event at Cassorough 
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eaertas | sreehe cei i 


co 


SSB LUE Tae Matt 
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see ate ee Maun MonSth “terior? Seardtees rw 
Seg 5S mph ibaa ater rw {Henley 8600" fortningy) 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


herbert, St Bias 3 
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ON THE BORDERS OF 
SGT aucs ano sees JOS RANDLES 


‘New Lotus Europa. JPS. immediate delivery 
1973 Jensen-Healey. Whi ev09s 
1969 Rover 3.5 coupe. White. Radio, A very 

Siean axample 1008 


ive GHLBERN, INVADER, Gola) ‘lve. 'Megs.”"0/d. 3.000 
ved 2 Dino 346° GT. fed. ‘Biectic 
avr Corus eLAn SPRin Pal. Yoiow © 
raat window and rear wiper/wesher. A avn torus 

fefined tow car 


A1972 TRIUMPH TRE Roadster. In pimento ~ 1967 Mal GT. “O/d. w/w radia 
ted. 1 owner, 18,000 miles, Must be one of tyra Lameia 2000 seupe, Matic 979) TVR vinan. Red. Alloys 
the nicest TAGs available, Overdrive and wire ivr tameta far Lusso i600, At 2002, 

by the time you read ty AuoI 100 Ot. ute. 8 


have been Mtied as wall 
e138 
Large stocks of Lotus and Selmi 

Service and repairs by works 


‘A 1909 TRIUMPH TRS. In dark Blue. 1 owner 


Hey : WHARF GARAGES 
“DPEM wesxoes cam zom STOKE-ON-TRENT 
SUNDAYS -10AM 4PM Tel: 48361-47623 


EUROPA "SPECIAL, In PS 
80d gearbox. 1 owns 
‘only. Radio. and electric windows of SLOAN MARSHALL 


i a) aes MALCOLM KAY OFFERS 


‘8.10970 (M 19g) FORD MUSTANG 
fa det automatic, Quite th 
oor tthe wom ‘me 0100 1972, Capri 2000 XLR Avro. Puro white, 
BMW 2002. Stiver alloy whnesle, jack "vinyl root. 11,000 rl H 

whe. 9000 mies ony Owner, Radio ond all xtra, taxed E11 

1971 Rahert, Sommer TE. Overarive. 7 TR 
Nevada yetlow. Racko/stereo. 28.000 bats pepe 

lectrie windows only. Superb car 


In white with w/w, 
in absolutely sparkling condition 
£895 


Dark blue, Six waoks ago this car would have Contain Amego. Buitt 1971 edly ned Tekisept OTE: Ae, York lie eth wahoo 
oot le dead eraaapeliuwtame agree ‘overdrive, ote £1196 ‘excellent condition throughout. Now 
er 1966 MGB Roadster. White, Outstand- Gearbox just fitted. An absolute gift 


a x 
Bane Gr ime] Ba ba 

“ie sapuetinnal a sd ou haced 

Grere: Race naw vem 9s ed Cece 108; tn wed wth tsk ot 


ite featured in Me-R in £475 
Back to beck test with Tony Dron’s Mexico 56-58 Barnes High Sireet. SW13 lar bk paskatiten tire 
‘The results will amaze you fm sure, £1250 Sales : 01-876 9245 Ls ty “ee 


Tel: 01-203 0150 


for this. ure fire money ‘aicrka? Gi a3s ein 


JAGUAR XJ 12L 


Sun roof, new tyres, 21,000 recorded miles. 
£3900 
Tel : Uttoxeter 4435 (9 am-5 pm) 


PONTIAC/TRANSAM 


\v400 RAM AIR MODEL 


{week that are stil for 


‘should you 
‘edvertised as wo often know the whereabouts 
fof vehicles that we might not necessarily buy 
from atock. 


PE—Now that the Government nas decreed 
that _ motor sport may continue unabated for 
this year, t ime to get the moth 

‘out of your Nomex and contact us regarding 
the purchase of ‘ll racers, trailers and tow 


Marshall 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 


Wingfield Ltd ee pages 
PAS. posi drive ‘diff; heavy duty’ manual ing 01-636 3600 
856 Finchley R ve geqbox, AM pb radio.” 90.000" ics ring 
Tel: 01-458 4204. ‘ PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED. ext 49 


TEL: ELVINGTON 341 (York). 
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FINCH MOTORS 


OFFER : 


1972 TVR 2500 M. Finished in white 
with black trim. Overdrive. Radio. 
Sunroof. Stereo . . £1395 


1971 MGB GT. Finished in flame 
orange. Overdrive. 20,000 miles. 
Spare unused. Immaculate £1195 
1970 Triumph Stag. Auto. Power. 
White with black trim. Hard/soft 
top. Excellent viseeee £1695 
1971 (Dec) Range Rover. Finished 
in Sahara dust, black vinyl roof. 
Low mileage, above average £2295 
1972 Escort 1300L Estate. White. 
14,000 miles only ....-..-.----- £895 


1969 Rover 3.5 Coupe. Power. Auto. 
Dark blue. Excellent value at £595 


Terms - Exchanges 


FINCH MOTORS 
Land-Rover Specialists 
Tel: Chesterfield 71614 or 71612 


JENSEN 
rkitoeeD TenSER 


LoTus@ 


East Horsieya114 


, JANUARY 17, 1974 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
GINETTA 


’2. B. GELDER AUTOMOBILES LTD 
247-251 London 
Oi myat 


Tel: Shetfield 53226 


GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


Dinos delivery ex stock 
‘choice of colours 


BMW 2800 CS, November 1971, 7,000 miles, 

slectric windows, radio, Strack, stereo, Exod: 

jent. condition “throughout A. ‘scent 
Tat, HP. “pombe 


‘DBS _(H rep). 1 owner, 30,000 mile 
records, "Bispeed, “PAS, ‘radio. ‘chrome wie 
Sive 


rd 109. 
Mae Gr, 1967 


Phone: 01-684 2659 


BROMPTON GARAGE 
1107/9 Old Brompton Road, SW7. 


1969 FERRARI GTC 


silver, 20,000 | miles. 
Condition. £4295. 


Tel: 01-589 3621 


DATSUN 240Z 


Datsun 240Z (K Registered). White. 
Fitted with Wolferace wheels, Jin Avon 
tyres, radio and stereo. Under 9,000 
miles. Reason for reluctant sate : issued 
‘with company car. Offers plesse. 

Tel: 01-928 0321 


Metallic Superd 


D.B. MOTORS — 
uae eu of Leicester 


both hd and thd, Full 
‘we. Noid “good "stocks. 


“ameriear 


ng at Silverstone) 
280 BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD 
MAIN BMW DEALERS 


AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 


is 
gine, “Electrie™ tinted ‘windows, a 
veg. Black viny! Toot, 7200. 


R. H. BUCKINGHAM, 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
OXFORD 59223/4 


R'tiord C81 (i rea) 


MASERATI 
INDY 


1971 metallic blue, champagne, 
interior. 5-speed gearbox. Air conditioning 
‘and refrigeration. Power steering. Tinted 
Glass. Heated rear window. Sel 

radio and electric aerial. 


£5,500 


Phone 
MAIDENHEAD 27523 
anytime 
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JENSEN INTERCEPTOR 
MK I 


Crystal blue. Very good condition. 17,000 recorded miles. 
£5500 


Tel : Uttoxeter 4435 (9 am-5 pm) 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, NORTHWOOD, MIDDX 
Approx. 100-yds from Moor Park Met. Sta’ A-Z London 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


offer CARS OF DISTINCTION 


1974 RANGE ROVER. Very rare in having 
owerstcering. Finished tn ‘Lincoln Green 
Sith beige “nylon trim. “Works mile 
Bee 505 
Own a Porsche 9115, Targa, Carrera, 1073, BMW 520 Inection saloon. Chole of 
one half i ‘blue or red, ‘fAtted usual extras, 
‘yah for less than ‘Pie price Approximate cost new today £4,000, our 
of a New Carrera. price £2,995 
Registered 1970 911S. Targa top, TOTS, 5) ROVER: 00008. Testbed tn mee 
ir Uphotstery, "PAS, front seat head rest 
ie al at Radio, spare whee carer ca boot, Ths 
prix white. Blue Spot radio and 8- performance car is offered a... £1,095 
track stereo. 

. ‘. auto, PAS, radio. with 
Porsche side writing, twin heated c“Vaerial.” Full” service history. 

rear window. Personalised number ire - 
NSEN INTERCEPTOR. White with 
Page ‘fea trim, ited wih all the ual a 
tents: "Plus radio/stereo. Distinguish 

£1000 just spent on this car Eee plate. Exceptional value at £2,988 

(receipts available) 


£3350 ALAN DOUBLE 


‘Telephone Peterborough (0733 67177) 
BMW 3.0 SI. Sahara, reg 72. rset ca Ti 


Beautiful condition. Motorolo 8- 
track stereo. Superb and reliable 
a AC COBRA WANTED 
£3700. Immaculate car required or would 
d ider anything interesting. 
Telephone day : oe 2 
Ps a Ss aaee Tel : 01-556 7417 ; 01-504 4796 


Evening : VENWARD SECURITIES LTD. 


Calverton End 4419 560 High Road, London E11 


aS EUROPA 


NORTHWOOD 25161 
in Road Map, 


D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 
8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


1971 AUDI 100LS, Auto, 8-track stereo 
radio, many more extras. Foultiess 
£1380 

1971 ROVER 2000 TC. Latest green, now 
nT owner, 

rechning seats. Beige interior 

£1215 

1968 MGB GT. Festa yellow. Automatic 
AR £650 
1970 MINI CLUBMAN Estate. Glacier 
‘whine, lack interior. Radio £575 
1970 FIAT 124S. Atmond green. HRW. 
Very economical family car at @ realistic 
price of £510 


1969 MINI CLUBMAN Estate. Nice con- 
‘dition ea10 


1966 ROVER 2000. Dark green. Nice con- 
dition. Stereo 8-track £425 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 
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UU) SLe/!l| sports cars 


PERSONAL EXPORT—WMGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


Hours of business: 10 am-7 pm Mon-Sat. 10 am-5 pm Sun. 
SELECTION FROM STOCK 
TELEPHONE FOR LATEST PRICES—FREE STOCK LIST SENT ON REQUEST 


AUSTIN ALLEGRO 1800. 2-do07 


AUSTIN ALLEGRO 1750, 85. 


MINI CLUBMAN ESTATE...1n 


MINI 1000. In, wea! blue with 
Behe “er, 


GOLD SEAL ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF THEIR NEW PURPOSE-BUILT 
SERVICE DEPARTMENT SPECIALISING IN LOTUS, RELIANT SCIMITAR, MG 
AND OTHER HIGH PERFORMANCE CARS. EXTENSIVE LOTUS AND SCIMITAR 
STORES ALSO OPEN FOR RETAIL AND TRADE SALES. 


Hours of business : 8.30-5.30. Lunch 12.30-1.30. Monday to Friday 
265 New Cross Road, SE14. Tel.: 01-639 3105/6 


1966 DAIMLER 
V8 250 


saloon. Metallic silver/grey. 
Excellent condition. 
£400. 


Sell your sport 
and performance 
cars on these pages 


thee, ie ranged. 


Phone Dave at 
Walton on Thames 21405 


MINI 1275 GT (L REG) 1972 For further details _HoroRWay ‘SPORTS CARS LTD. 
Bronze/yellow. 12,100 miles. Under- ring Pac aan 


sealed, rust proofed, HRW, spotlights, 
radio, 8-track stereo. Finance possi 
£875 


Tel: Wintersiow 862 524. 


01-636 3600 
Ext. 152 
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A. W. BROWN RACING 01-902 9313 


OFFER: 
LOLA 


LOLA 1330 1973 FORMULA 5000. Complete with new spare engine. Various other spares. Absolutely 
immaculate and ready to race. 


pam 


CHEVRON 


CHEVRON B23 SPEC. A new Alan Smith engine. New Firestone slicks and wets. Spare bodywork. This car 
is also as new and ready to race. 


BLYDENSTEIN VIVA 


16-VALVE TWIN CAM BLYDENSTEIN VIVA. This car was supplied new by Bill Blydenstein July 1973. It is 
really beautiful and ready to race. 


CAN-AM ENGINE 


8.1-LITRE CAN/AM ENGINE. Complete with fuel injection ready to drop into chassis. Original cost in excess 
‘of £6000. £2750 ono. 


The above machinery will be on view on showboat. So come and see either Tony Brown or Damien Magee 
‘on Stand 76. 


MODSPORTS ELVA 


Professionally built. 1973. 
Immaculate, very reliable and 
competitive. Would al: 

successful in hil 


CHEVRON GROPA 


Metaren_ M80. 
iss jot “Richerdson’ BOA engine, 
‘inning since new 

“Frailer Many other spares. include 


sprints and could easily be 
tamed for road use. £695. 
Possible PX and HP. 


HP pumps, injectors, belt, 


OR BEST cash, TORFER BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
fol Maidenhead 27525 
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MG MIDGET 1293cc 


Full race trim. Also: 


CHEVRON Bi7c 


Fitted Formula B twin cam engine. Spares etc. 
Would split. 


Tel: Chesterfield 71612 or Chesterfield 71614 


1967 MAMBA 1000cc SINGLE SEATER 


Hill climb/sprint car—white, Ex Stansfield Valente/Harris/ 
Philip/Anstruther, Fitted with special BMC thick wall block, 
Don Moore head, 2-litre Waed blower, new Firestone tyres, 
Excetient condition and ready to race. Superb begnners car 
at £595. HP arranged. Any road cr facing car taken in part 
exchange. 


Apply = Spencer Elton, 
Highfield Leigh Road, Wesrbury.. Wilts 
Tel: Westbury 2262/3 (Wilts), business 


RAY MALLOCK'S CHEQUERED FLAG 73B ATLANTIC 


2wins 

2 lap records 

Complete with rebuilt 
windon to 1974 spec. 

£4000. 


Ray Mallock, The Grove, Roade, Northants 
Tel: Roade (0604) 862416 boatle 


Telephone : Kirkbean 217 (Kirkeudbrightahire) 


‘CLUBMANS 


COMPETITION CARS 


FORMULA VEE 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 
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This car was first run on 6th September, 1973 


HAWKE DIL 11 


18 races later 
9, tsts 
4, 2nds 
8, ards 
ft, 7th 
1, ONF 


Waite or call for further details to 
DRL Engineering, 
Swains Factory, 
Crane Mead, Ware, Herts 
Tel: Ware 5931/5932 


BOSS TIGER 


Probably the fastest Tiger in the country, having a 
top speed in excess of 160 mph, and a 0-100 time of 
approx 10 seconds. Built at vast cost 9,000 miles ago. 
Specifications include 289 high performance engine, 
developing 300 bhp and racing extractor 
“Mike the Pipe" exhaust system, LSD an! 
equipment, up-rate suspension, oil cooler, re-spray, 
flaired arches, Minilites, roll-over bar, m/s tops, new 
carpets, Cibie biodes, 8-track stereo. Only very 
serious enquiries please. 

ALSO: 


1971 (K) MGB ROADSTER. O/d, w/w. Meticu- 
lously maintained £1,050 


Part Exchange and Terms Available 


HUGH HARRISON-ALLEN 


Jollity Farm, Crymmych, Pembs 
Tel: Crymmych 397 or Cardigan 3118 
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WISHARTS GARAGE RACING 


have for sale : the two most successful 


GROUP ONE 3-LITRE CAPRIS 


in the country 


Me 


as driven by Gordon Spice and John Hine. The only Capris capable of “mixing it” with the Camaros and 
BMWs. All other Capris follow the Wishart Capris. 

6 outright wins, 11 seconds. Second overall Avon Motor Tour of Britain. 1st Group One Nurburgring 24 
hours. Ready to race. Many spares and tyres available. Price £2000 each 
Also available: 1973 (Aug) Capri 3000 GXL. Diamond white, black trim. Steel sliding roof. Personal 
transport of the proprietor. Suspension modified to Full Group One race standard. Fitted front spoiler. 
A very fast and practical road car. Price £1675, 
For immediate delivery Capri 3000 GXL. Purple velvet metallic, black trim. Steel sliding roof. 

Cortina 2000 GT 2-door. Sebring red, black trim. 

We are pleased to quote for any chassis or engine modifications to be carried out by our team of racing 
mechanics on any new or your existing Ford car. 


Apply Wisharts Garage 
Market Place 
Crook 
Co Durham 
Tel: Crook 2623 
FORD RETAIL DEALERS 


1972 BRABHAM BT 38 TIM WARNER & ROD CONWAY 


OFFER FOR SALE 


sd Orr iin endl lear. rina oe hv lo 

FORMULA 2 trp deren orgs wy es 

oat Yor hen wit Por eis ac ik @ genio. Ea 

Complete with Hewland F200 box. Aerofoil. Choice SSSR SE ee a 
of alternative noses, with front or side mounted other spares. 

radiators. Superb order. Little used and never Reid 2-car trailer £225 

shunted. Price less engine £1850. 1971 Bedford 35-cwt van tow vehicle £550 


i 1965 VW Pickup, needing MoT and clutch 
Tel: Maidenhead 27523 any time. up, needing MoT end cli eno 
Tel: Little Chalfont 3150, any time 
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VEGANTUNE INJECTED ALL 
STEEL TWIN CAM COMPLETE 
175-185 BHP. 
£525 0.0.0. 


702 completely rebuilt and reprepared. Finished in 
white and gold. Would make fabulous hillclimb/sprint 
or cheap Atlantic car. With or without FT200 gearbox. 


No serious offer refused. 
2.1600 BDA Atlantic engines, £750 each ono. 
1 new 1600 BDA gas flow head etc, £425 ono. 
1 BDA block, new. 
1 BDA 2ulitre steel crank, £60. 
1 BDA Atlantic BRM crank. 
2 BDA steel jackshafts. 
1 BDA crank std, new £35. 
Numerous BDA heads, slightly damaged but repairable. 
3 Cosworth steel flywheels. 
1 Mk 1 twin cam engine comp piston and rods. 
Big valve head, £220 ono. 
1 twin cam big valve head. New complete with valves, 
spring etc. £60. 
2 twin cam L blocks, £35 each. 
1 set of twin cam fuel injection with slide throttles, 
£100. 
Many other BDA and twin cam spares in stock 


SALISBURY 28698 


McKECHNIE RACING NEW YEAR SALE 


‘Alan Smith F5000 engine, Rebuilt and still at Derby. Our last years 
: Cand 


in sii. ii aad” Gare aysund 
ine. Lice used. 
Ekuanve 
E1600" ono 


istior clutch sasemb 
‘with ‘ratios, unusee 


cf 13in x 15in racing tyres. wet and dey 
‘Ampep. loins. “armstrong ‘and’ Kon! “shocks. Olt tanks, fust 
other gear 
F. CAMPBELL. Tol: Dymock 391 


TWO BEDFORD 
TK TRANSPORTERS 


Fitted to carry 2 Formula 2 cars. Hydraulic ramps. 
Large workshop area, underfloor storage, side doors 
fitted, fold back rear doors. 27° overall length. Diesel 
engined. 
One at £650 ; one at £700. 


Tel : Mike Earl at Bognor Regis 25914 (day) 
Middleton-on-Sea 4208 (evening) 
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Rallye Sport Centre 


Our Compotition Department is taking advantage of the 
present restrictions on Rallying, to rebuild existing Rally 
Cars and prepare new ones in readiness for the new 
Season. 


Most of our cars are to Works 2-Litre specification and 
‘any clients interested are invited to discuss the specifi- 
cation which can be altered to suit individual require- 
ments. 


Escort Mexico (December 1972). Monza blue, black 
interior, steel arches, Minilite wheels, cloth seats, FIA 
rollover cage, sumpshield, competition exhaust. Rally 
‘suspension, full harness belts, Rally Lighting. In excellent 
condition, low mileage. Built for Club Rallying by us, but 
never used. Fantastic saving at only £1395. 


End of Season Sale 


Ex Works 1800 cc. All steel dry sump Rally engine. 
RS 1600 Standard engine—test use only. 

Trimmed Escort bodyshells—right or “left_hand drive. 
Rocket Gearboxes. Minilite sumpshiolds, Bilstein front 
suspension assemblies. Minilite wheels. Various trims. 
Dry sump oil pumps. Dunlop racing and rallying tyres. 
FIA rollover bars. Various windows. Lotus, Cortina 
exhaust systems. Twincam crackle finish cam covers. 


All the above material is secondhand, but subject to 
var. 


SPECIAL EXPORT DEPARTMENT 
49 SLOANE SQUARE 
LONDON, SW1 
01-730 0436 
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Sports 
BALANCING 


RACING DEVELOPMENTS: 


DESIGN - gusto anes DEVELOPMENT 


Power and Economy 
8 evening meetings starting Feb. 14, 1974 


Porter detaia :— 


Assistant, Ret L410, 


FINANCIAL 


FINANCE ovalaie for racing car. Tati Setabury stem 


RACEWEAR 


CARBURETTERS 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
304 CRICKLEWOOO LANE. LONDON, NW2 20) 


ENGINES "RACING GEARBOX, CENTRE 


we. 
Tol: oh 9a isn8 (a 
'* Gass ona (night 


PERSONAL 


datamatch 


ALEY oe 


sus (Dene Ad. eo 
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A MEMBER OF THE ALLAN SMITH GROUP Comp short motor twin cam steet rods, Tuftrided crenk 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. Brand, new Tuntnded BDA orank 


Set of new MAE valve springs 
OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS Bec Spene a8 tt 

First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour BMG Sprite 53 Giff. 

collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 4510 comshatt (SH) 

Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 1-649 camshaft (SH) 


Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 1 set of steel twin cam 
requirements. 1 set of steel BDA rod 


OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED Complete front suspension of 998 cc Cooper 
‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED Angle, 4 fibre glass bonnets, new 
Tel: 0332 40606, MANCHESTER ST. DERBY Anglia, 2 complete fibre glass doors with perspex 


* WITH Ff EXCEPTIONS DEPENDIN YOUR AREA Powertok diff for Anglis. 
Y a) Tel: Horley 3414 


ENGINES SPECTRUM RACING ENGINEERS 
Teme ie ae athe SUPER SPORTS 


quickest 2000cc 


PR SERE OnE Tei gene «apa ALLOY WHEEL HUBS 


73 Alan Smith 305 inch Chevrolet F5000 engin Made from high strength heat treated aluminium alloy saying 
Kinzler P.I., 517 bhp as used by Peter ( 4b in unsprung weight on the Herald/Vitesse type, Price 
Shierson Chevron including shipping to England includes eny bok pattern and stud length/drameter, '€17.20 
£3,350 plus VAT. 

‘ z As used on the Championship winning U211B to 
Chevrolet Z28 engine 302 inch brand new in factory win Shell Clubmans Championship, also used by 
crate 300-plus bhp complete with intake manifold many leading runners. 

exhaust manifolds, distributor, clutch, flywheel 

bellhousing, ete., including shipping £390 ‘Tel: 01-783 1608 


FRED OPERT RACING Po xr tpepeentilo 


17 Industrial Ave., Upper Saddle River, N.J. 07458 how YB24s, Alloy belihousing, tailshaft and hubs. Immaculate 
one : 201-825-1112, Telex 130405 Racing mn noes £1150 ono 


UPSR 


Tol: 01-733 1508 between 10 am till 6 pm Monday to Saturday 


RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


CAMBRIDGE 44193 
For the coming season why not let us help you ? All kinds of preparation work undertaken for the following 


Formulae 
FORD, SUPERVEE, 3 AND ATLANTIC 


Chassis service and suspension setting % Crash repairs % Preventive maintenance % Race day back up 
IF YOU CANT COME TO US WE COULD COME TO YOU 


25 and £20 


Linea Sport FPT. ‘sn 


‘price ‘on application 
25 each 


‘The finest racewear money can buy. 


2 
EEREIRIIGD ts | | SESE a 


Varley battery 
2 monocoque 


@® Griffin The maw rare ia top quaty cach 


griffin pROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd. 
12b Central Trading Estate, Staines Middx. Tel 


Risdiators. wishbone, ring damper 


South Road, Edgware 
Tek 01-952 0602 


Staines 57867 
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STEERING WHEELS 


SERVICES 


Why not 
sell 
through 
AUTOSPORT 
MARKET 


PLACE 
Tel : 01-636 3600 


SPACE FRAME: 


ES AND ACCESSORIES 


‘TRANSPORTERS 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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PORSCHE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
V.W. DERRINGTON LTD borepestretclm iy cael ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 
Fon ate ried cet 2 & PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 


WEBER CARBURETTERS oa ce PAGE 
please telephone 


01-636 3600 ex 152 
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ALDON GO 
ROLLING 
ROAD 


CRYPTON/HEENAN DIAGNOSTIC BAY 
300 bhp ROLLING ROAD 


ALDON AUTOMOTIVE 
Breener Industrial Estate 
Station Drive 
off Brettell Lane 
Brierley Hill, Staffs 
Tol: 78508 


B. E. COCKS & CO., 


NEWMARKET ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 
SUN TUNING DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE 
ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


© TRIUMPH | 


aldon 


Tot: Cambridge (0223) 65111 


PETER CLARKE 
AUTOS LTD. 


BELMONT WHARF, SKIPTON 
BD23 1RL 
Tel: SKIPTON 3218 


400 BHP ROLLING ROAD 
CRYPTON DIAGNOSTIC BAY 
FORD PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALISTS 
ENGINE REBUILDING 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


UPTUNE 


UPSHIRE 
SERVICE 
STATION 


UPSHIRE ROAD, 
WALTHAM ABBEY, 
ESSEX. 

Tel: Waltham Cross 
(97) 26660. 

Ford Performance Specialists 
Full Dynamometer Service 


Olaget Cr© 
Telephone 01-435 7436-7 
THE specialist in engine analysis 
and diagnosis. Full indoor per- 
formance testing and power 

tuning. 
Martin Raymond, 
‘THE TARGET CAR CLINIC LIMITED 
1 Ridge Road, Childs Hill, NW2. 


MORSPEED 


Rolling road tuned 
cars set the pace 
SPECIALIST CONVERSIONS 
PERFORMANCE TUNING 
MORSPEED CONVERSIONS 
LTD, 
216 Livery Street, 
Birmingham 3. 
Tel : 021-236 0248 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Classification heading 


Cheque/PO value 


enclosed. 


OT trnak of car, ote.) 


= 
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ENGINE TUNING 


GORDON SMITH excrxeeric up 


LWAYS AHEAD! —_uecrnonic BALANCING @ CRANKSHAFT. GRINDING @, CYLINDER eBORING 
A s @ FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING @ SURFACE GRINDING @ ENGINE 
I ei aay nL 


~ = 
m= OG POWERMAX 
no SUPPLIERS of <= SE === pistons @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 
o- 


@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen. Birmingham 
Tel : 021-550 3211/2 


Dunkeld Road, Perth. Tel: Perth 26241 
The home of the SMT Firenza 
and the Viva Ecosse. 


All Road, Race & Rally preparation 
undertaken by trained competition 
mechanics. 


Stewart EC ay: —————— 
Sisaers HOF Stewart & Arden Ltd, Unit 238 


‘re now one of Britain's beading Sentral Trading Steines 
Tet: Staines 
British Leyland Special WUE. Tek St ‘55281 


Tuning Parts Stockists 


Hillthorne 
|g 


m 


UNDERTAKEN [ied 


GOPMERMAX 


CAMSHAFTS, 
ETC. 


ENGINE SERVICES 


12 Crown Lane, Stourbridge, 


UNIT 2, TRUMPERS WAY, TRADING ESTATE, Teh Gemiae 
HANWELL, W7 2QA. Tel: 01-571 0911 
Tage’ tCa © — 
Cocltd |[TUNGSTON | 
inic Lt ee me ae 


AUYOHOSILE _DEVELOPRESTT 
Telephone: 01-435 7436-7 346 private patients only. Roll- 
THE specialist in engine analysis and diag- WG rose seeing 
nosis. Full indoor performance testing and SOO Beat eens 
power tuning. ENGINE TUNING 


Bisesits aymiond ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 
THE TARGET CAR CLINIC LIMITED 


1 RIDGE ROAD, CHILDS HILL, NW2 NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


BALANCING 
CRANK 
GRINDING 
TUFTRIDING 
SHOT PEEN 
SPECIALISED 
MACHINING 
BEARINGS 
GASKETS 


The best tobacco 


money can buy BA ¢ Fics “e 
41NG SIZR } 
= ne " 
a 
.-.when you know 


what you're doing 


